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PREFACE TO PART I. 



Ibk nalhor of the fbllawing pagei bavmg been ntDAtad for ■ 
niunber of jean where the ooeam^ of wnne geoenil inform* 
sdon on the rabject 



that bnt little, compBiB 
given of the large vari 
therefore (MiQclndod t 
uul practice of fb.« i 
tbereoD, and auch in 
Amencan books and 
very few coold be o1 
works were searched 



em fiibea, and it mi fomid n muth more difficult matter thnn 
wu at Gnt imiigiDed: jet the neceaiity of the caae seetoeil 
lo miite H caatiniMtion uf tbe task. With the object in 
Tiew of a 101011 pocket editioD, of 150 pages, the work vnt 
commenced and prosecnted lutder manj diSicalties ; bat it 
wu foiuid that the field was vast and almost unlimited 1 that 
compered-with England, a work to embrace all the varieties 
of the sabjecl ia the Dnited States, would require the labor 
of many yean, and HlmOBt conntleea pages. Tbe work there- 
fore has been restricted to the description of Eshes most gen- 
emll; angled for in the Dnited Slates. The writer has endea- 
Tored to give in plain langoage, and as far as cou]d be ascer- 
tained, the modes adopted by the anglera and eiperieuced 
aolhora of both hemispheres, leaving (he amateur, in many 
caaea, a selection of all, according lo bis own views, as occa- 
sion may reqoire. 

To the friends who have assisted bim, and to the aatbon 
mder many obligations for 
Gts derived. To those into 
he submits it as an bumble 
nnation on an interestiiig 



INTRODUCTION. 



In CTory library of any magnitoda, there are well wrilten 
hittories of the tenanta of Ihe air, from the giiullegt insect to 
tha " feathered King" that aid on the rocky tops of our ma- 
jeatic hilla, and emblems our glory to the world: and of that 
dav, also, which walk the earth, from those that minisler to 
or oppose om- comfort and happiness, to the " gigantic un- 
known," whose Bnts-delavisn origin appears almost &biilous. 
tdan has Bnalyzed idbh ; and it has been sapposed that the 
intricate machinery of tha greatest work of the Maker, was 
well nnderatood, yet every day seems to give new and con- 
vincing proofs that onr knowledge is yet bat limited. 

The sciences of Phrenology, El"*^*'" M.,r„»ri.m ^„A 
mora latterly. Mesmerism, are da 
Ate learned and cunoos ; and reg: 
been considered as explored to (heii 
mioM of inexhaustible inquiry. 
OoLDsnTH. a BirrroR, a Likixd 
3wn ooDuliy has not been backwai 



Hr. Adddioit, m well knowa to ereiy American, hw eiplor- 
ad (he air, and opened to the world an enlarged aod &illi(ul 
picture of the feathered Mmgilsre of the WesCera Hemigphers. 
Hii Hialoiy of Qoadrupeds, also, promiae* (or Mm a fame 
equal to that accorded anj who have preceded him in this 



Bat amidst all these reaearcheg, but little, comparatively 

ipeaking, baa been done in the NBtorol History of Fiahea. 

The bouadleu ocean, with its vast waters, and nnmberlesa 

tribataries, remaiiu uneiplored : and (be tact, that BcieatiflC 

inquirers of all ages, have neglected to penetrate so fiir into 

the philesophj of this branch of NaAire'a prodnctiona aa iulo 

manj other departments of her wonderfiil and deep-hidden 

mysleriea, is certainly a source both of surprise and regret. 

The obioRla that coudnuaUy present themselvea in our 

J iavite the atteution and awaken 

I creations of Natnre. Hencewe 

asts. Insects; works on Botany, 

>nt as yet no standard treatise on 

attending navigation, are by the 

uing daily less formidable; and 

[y be tempted, thousands now are 

itf of Nature on the great deep, 

A (e stndy the natural history of 



arly 400 species of Gshes in the 
rantry, posaesBing aa it does great 
Bimot boast of a single treatise on 
teresi to the admirer of Nature. 



The late Dr. Mitchell, of New-York, together witli Qorenmr 
De Witt Clinton, have fiimishad to the Literary and Philoao- 
phical Socisty of thia city, agreatamoimtof valoablsBcientifio 
infonnalian on the wttiirBl hietory of the Fishes of the State of 
New-Tork. Dr. Smith, of Maasachnsetts, has written a very 
able work on the Fishes of his owd State. Bat of the history 
of the Gsbesof onr boondless western rivers and lakes, but little 
is known. The celebrated Buffoa has sud, " that in America 
animated nature is weaker, less aclivH, and more circnmscrib- 
ed in the varia^ of its prodoctions, than in the old world : 
that there ia some combinatioD of elements, and other phyu- 
cal canses, somethmg that opposes its amplification; that 
there are ohstaclas to their development, and perhaps to the 
formation of large germs ; and that even those which, from 
the kindly inflaences of another climate, have acquired their 
complete form and expansion, shrink and diminish under a 
niggardly air and nnproliSo land " ! I How absurd and foolish 
a remsit from a person whom knowledge, and that too of a 
great general character, should have taaght better! One is 

almost tempted to believe that it is *^—^^ "^•'- t. :. 

true, that at the lime it was utter 
comparatively small, our inatitatlDns 
in &ct our country itself but little kii 
proach, even were the &cls as state 
in taster its felsity is too plain to nei 
The plan adopted by many of o 
ordering geological surveys, bringii 
best talent of the country, is weU cs 
science. As our coontry gradually ] 



at alao aJvancfl in ths cnltore of ibe •ciaocea 
and arts ; and allhongh ita age w a natiaD, will not admit oi 
aa great petfection in litsrar; or scieatific anainmenli aa Ihoae 
of iha old norld, 1st there be oo obstaclea (o the foil deiet- 
Optaent of id pcoliGc power ; and we maythenbopelhatdwt 
day ii not Tar diitact, when ^le Natnial Hiatorf of Amerioa 
ahall be as tborongMy explored as that of the mother com- 
Uy, giving valtubla and important icieDtiGc Information to 
the inqoirer afUir knowledge ai well aa to the lover of 



Q 




' riTBOincnii Biiini M aeims. 



AnoLlRo, from the earliest peiioda of tbe world, has been 
considered a aonrce both of amiuement and profit. Walton, 
oroMkak,aB he is more lamiliarlf called, in his remarks on 
the Antiqiuty of Angling, goes back aa lar as the days of the 
wnu of Adam, and the Book of Job, in which latter he proves 
the first mention of fish-hooka. The earliest anthentic infor- 
mstion, however, ve have nf Angling as an amusement, can 
be dated ag £ir back as the days of the Romans. Trajan, the 
Roman Emperor, ia mentioned a« one who loved Angling, and 
also, if we may credit history, of eating the resalt of his days' 
sport in epicnrean style. Plnlarch also speaks of Mark An- 
tooy and Cleopstca as using angling as a principal recreation ! 
We know little, however, of any perfection in the art, aniil 
the year 1486, when a treatiae on the subject was published 
by a lady, celebrated at that time for her beanty and ac- 
complislmienta, entitled "The Treatyse of Fyssynge with 
an Angle, by Dame Julyana Bemers, Prioress of the Nim- 
nery near St. Albans." T 
be considered a curiosity, 
iog quaint extract, in wl 
fishing over fowhng: 

" The Angler atte the 
mery at his ease, a sweu 
mede flonres, that makyth 



dyoni urmonj of fbwles ; he aeedi tlia Tonge Bwanuei, he«- 
roiu, dnckea, colee, and many other towlea. wyth theji 
brodea ; whycha me aanifth better than alls the aajte of 
houndya, the bUstf i of homyi, and lbs aciye of foolla, thai 
himtera, ^wketiere, and fbwlera can make. And if Ihe 
angler take fyeabe ; loreTy, thenae, U there noo man merier 
than he ifl in hia apyryte," 

Walton also makes mantiau of a Do. Nowill, Dean of the 
Cathedral of St. Paul's, and aathor of the present Church 
Calechism, who lived ia the reign of Henry the Eighth. He 
is represented as a good man, a constant practiser of angling, 
and as employing the tenth part of his time in that aport. In 
an ancient picmre, (which wonld, by (he way, be rather more 
carians than the book aboTe-meotioned) he ia reproseated oa 
leaning with one hand on a desk, holding a Bible, whilst at 
his aide lie his lines, hook, and other tackle, with several kinda 
of rods; tmdemealh ia written " that be died in 1601, at the 
age of 95 years ', that age had neither dimmed bia eyes nor 
weakened bis memory ; and that Angling and Temperance 
were the canses of these blesginga." Sir Hemy Wotton, who 
lived about the same period says, " 'twas an employment for 
hia idle time, which was not then idly spent ; for Angling was 
aAertediona study a rest to his mind; a cheererof his spirits; 
a diverter of eaduesa ; a calmer ofnnquielthonghla; amode- 
ralor of passions ; a procm^r of conlentednaaa." 

Joe Davors,* who wrote about the same dme, nms prettily 
off in this stylo : 

"Lst ma liighinnLuilT; mid near the brink 

or Trtnl or Ann ban a dnllJiig pLacs ) 
When I may aee my quiU or cork down liDk, 

Whilet lomttmeD ethva UL gotl«a ^oods t'«Dibra«, 
a Jabn DeDDTi, E>i)., lutliin' itf " Secrati of Aagliiv,'' A. D. I6I3. 



■ Lei Iham Ihai liit, theH pulinna itill pnmi*. 

And is iiKh pleuLog fucjn ThkI Iheir ID) 
So 1 Iha Oflldi uid meulowi ^nen Buy viaw. 

And dallr by IVMh rinn wdk u will. 
Among tbfl daldea Bud lb* violeta blua, 

Red krKlnth.uid ;*]loi> daffodil. 
Purple iivGiuii* lik« the marDioff njWj 



I cowil it hifher pleuan In iMkold 
ThB lUtcly EDiDpui of Dm loflj ikf , 
And in Iha min Hienof, Uka bainlnf gold, 
Tba Aamijif ebbjiot oT (be world** freat eje j 

Witb lundr; kind! of painted coLort &j t 

Blill bluiMng, rias from old TiUumiu' bad. 

■ Tbe billt (nd mounttiBe raiaed ttom Ibe pltiu, 

Tbe gcoundi divided inlo iimdi? reini, 

Tbs TtiBi eacloeed wiib nisra runiiBC roBiidi 
Tba liver* BiakJDf wt^y cbrou^ n 

Tbe npnf len, banealb Iha Tallej 
Wbere lakea, ud rilU, and liiule 



Tbs aUnr ecaled flih thai vMj i 



1* tbe hHTena, tba Ab 



And whiLit he look* Dd tli»a irjth joyful «f «, 
Hii mild k wrapl «baTB tha aUrrj ikj." 

If Angling can g]ve birth to sucli plsuant and wlioleMiiM 
Aonght* as these, who will deny that it ii an empIoTment 
both profitable and amosing T 

Waltox further ujB, that "it is the contemplative man's 
recreatjon ; for it is emineDtly calculated to still the otonnj 
pasnoTu of the breast, and lead to the calm and tranquil 
pleasnraa ariBbg from frequent meditation of ihs beautieB of 
nature." What mora powerlU argoment can the Angler have 
in justificalion of this amosement 1 Volumes could not have 

SirMuHPBKET Dirr remarks: " For my health, I may 

.1 — L . — -f. ^y God: and I have oat sqaander- 

ully ^ven : and though I do not 
iarch Walton, to number ninety 
>pe as long aa I can eqjoy a tbitibI 
if the Bnnbeams, still to haimt the 
iple of our late venerabte frieiid. 
1 Academy,* with whom I have 
t. and enjoyed a delightful day of 
ml, by the bright clear streams of 

3y said, in reply to a person ani- 
of one of hia great philosopbical 
Gniahed oB soon as the fly-fiahiag 
tly considering this diversion of 
o menial efforta that have rander- 
al. 



GiT, Thohfson, Jobn Tobih, S. T. Colekidoi, Fn>- 
(enor WiLsoH, Sir Wiltiii Scott, and Sir FiuHcia Chah- 
TBT, wore all ardeat disciplee of Waltim; and Admiral Lord 
Nelson ^rtm bo piuraoniitely fond of the Bport, that bo fiahod 
with his left band a long ttme after he had loit his right. 

Bebjihis Wxst, who enjoyed many a day's sport with 
Sir Hamphrey Davy, wai an American Faiuler ; and to come 
down to our own day, Ht. Ismir.oiieof the best American 
FainterH living, now on a visit to Europe, divides his tim« 
partly in paindng the portraila of the noblea of England, and 
partly in the noble sport of tront and salmon fisliiag. in the 
beantiliil lakes and rivers of Scotland. 

Dahiel Webster finds relief, sifet a tedious winter'a 
session of Congress, in angling lor salmon in the Kennebec, 
and for tront in the varioos streams of Massschnsetts. It is 
■aid, moreover, that this distinguished s 
much at home in prepari 
the hallg of legiglation 
BuREH is acknowledged 
for pickerell as in ibe en 

Many other names o 



conld be added to fluB lis 
regard by all clames of 
observant reader vrill dr 
When, hovrever, we 
OUT conntry, its many bei 
the Gnny tribe abound, 
glers, when compared v 
small Butthefactis, ( 
the m^ority of the Ame 
" getting rich," that the 



■olid pleaaurea of tliia life, until, bj the btigaes and perpleii 
tiea of biuinesa, they are better fitted for the grave, thaa for 
my proper and healthj recreation. 

An emiueat divine aod Htnnd philoeopher of thiB city, id 
m disconrae a abort time liDce, remarking oa the habila of the 
people of Ihiacounoy, laid: "that the; always seemed to bs 
inn atate of perpetual eicitemeut — one continoal harry and 
buttle ) and that it would not be BorprUiiig to him to aee half 
of the populatiDn of New-York blldown in ite streets in epi- 
leptic fits ; and that chronic diseases, in moat caaea caused by 
ezcesaive mental eicilement, close application, and want of 
air and proper exercise, were fearfiilly oa the increase." 

Walton says, "And for jron, that have heard nmay grave 
and serioua men pily anglers, let me tell you air, there be 
mauy men that are by olhera taken to be serious end grave 
men, which we contenm sod pi^. Mea that are taken to be 
grave because nature hath made them of a sour cotupleiioa — 
money-getting men — men that spend all their time firil ia 
getting, and next in anxioua care to keep it — men that ue 
condemned to be rich, and then always bosy or discontented : 
for these poor rich men, we anglers pity them perfectly, and 
aland in no need to borrow their thoughts to think ourselves 
■0 happy." No, troth, we should be very sorry to borrow- 
myMing- from persons of Ibis stamp, much less their tbonghts, 
the powest-things probably by tar in their possession. Ciood 
Isaac, verily Ihoa didst know homan nature ! 

It is trae, as Walton has remarked, that many have ridi- 
culed this noble science and pitied ita tblloners ; but let those 
whose extreme aod somewhat morbid sensibilities have ren- 
dered them blind to the beaati>^ of nature, remember that he 
" who went about doing good," chose a number of his apostles 
from among fishermen, and coosidered tkem worthy objects 
of hia confidence and love. 

It seems, in fine, a work of sapererogation to attempt to 



m 



justify this ogreeBble paadme, afler the eipceMed opinioiu of 
■D many learned and distiagukhed men of every age ) and let 
lu Hak the reader if there u any recreatioD at once bo haiiii- 
leu, and with which bo man; happ; BBsociations are blended 
—which combioes bo many rational inducements to healtli 
and tnie eqjoyment, aa Angling. 

"AdltD! yeiporUDTNainudTtdl 
ThU Crowdi in huhIw itriTg embroil ; 



Delifhi mr Lift emplof, 



VBd ay Una, my f «t uid my InaA, 
E tad 1117 plmBiDAtt my vhetttoiie uic 
,, my bull, bollt linnf mad deadi 
aod my m^rit, fyr that la bi j chief, 
itt htTe thread, and haln gntu and 9 
tna ' AngUdg Puna ' — lod » yoa kar 



ecome a anccesBM Angler, to 
f tackle ; aod u man^ Anglsrs 
iheir own tnnterials, it will Dot 
list of the articles whiclt con- 
ir'a establiabment. Therefore, 
self with the (bllovriog articlea : 
>r both bait and Sy-fishing ; rods 
l» for bridge GBtung and troll- 

twiBled and platted, ailk-wonii 
X fTa:^ linei for trolling or sea 



ifootiof viuioiiepattenu, fromNo. Oto 13, on lilk-wortl) 
gnt, hair, gimp or wire, anap-hooks for trolling, hooks on 
hemp liaea, &c., looae hooka of all eizes. 

FloaU of quill, cork, or wood, of varioiui siies. 

Sinkera, plaiti, Bwivel and hoUow, for sea, middle Or bot- 
tom fishing, split ahot, and swivels for fly.fiflhing. 

Leadertofktar, gut or grass, of various leogtha, loose gat 
for making or repairing leaders or tjing on hooks, and gimp 
or wire for pickerel tackle. 

Bqiadt of pearl, ivory, bone, tin or lead, for sea or river 
{Killing, artificial flies, minnows, grasshoppers, frogs, mice, 
shrimp, &c. 

Diigorgeri of varioiui idzes, bait needles, clearing rings, 
bait and landing nets, but box, and baskets. 

A Boat containing a full assortment of artificial flies ; a box 
containing a variety of feadiera, worsted, silks of all colors, 
gold thread, shoeniskerB' wax, &c. ; also, a book for general 

A pur of plyers, a p^ of scissors, a penknife, hand vice, 
and a file for sharpe 



There is probab! 

gler looks with so ii 
like the fowler's gui 
they are always II 
kinds of woods, and 
cies of Angling. Tl 
England, and made 
adapted to oar mode 

provemenis in the a 



p* ' 



of ill Anglen, &ain the nngle femled rod for the novice, at 
(he cost of from $3 to (S, to the more expemive one of the 
•cientific Angler, vary lag from ^5 to (50. Those now in ge- 
neral use are made either from asb, bamboo, Calcutta reed, 
or lanes wood. The three former woods are preferred by 
good Anglers ; the latter wood u o^^jected to on account of 
its weight, and as it is the main object of the spcartsman to 
have his tackle as light as strength and dunibili^ will permit, 
this descripiioa is seldom used. There are three rsqnidtea 
lor all good rods, tiz. strength, lightness and pliabilitj; and it 
is absolutely necessary that the wood shoold be of soch a na- 
ture as to admit of a miifbrm flexibility from bntt to top. 

Bods for aolinon are qeoally from IB to 30 feet in length, 
the bntt made of well seasoned maple, the second and third 
joints of ash, and the foorth joint, or top, of lance wood ; and 
if for fly-fishing, the top shoold be in three pieces, neatly 
spliced, say in equal proportions of lance wood, bamboo, and 
whalebone. 

For striped, or black baaa, and pickerel, a rod from 13 to 
15 feet in length is ased ; the batt of aah, the second and 
third joints of ash or bamboo,{Ihis latter wood is preferred by 
many Anglers on accoont of its lightness and tonghnees, and 
if it can be procured, is quite as good as the best ash,) the 
last jomt, or top, of lance wood. The Calcutta reed also 
makes a very good rod, when it can be had of a regular taper, 
and free from worm-holes, or other imperfections, and is used 
mounted with rings, in its natural slate, or cot up into joints, 
bimI ferruled. Some country Anglers prefer these rods iu 
their rongh stale, and ^11 send many milea to procure them. 
Those of the city sportsmen, also, wbo have their regular 
fishing grounds, provide an extra rod of this description, 
y leave at the tavern where they slop, 
md if kept in a proper manuer, will save 



ifae Angler much trouble ; as, in case of accident, his rod ij 
always at the place of dealJiiBtion. 

Tlie rodg used hi Trout are from 13 to 16 feel in length; 
(be butt of maple, the aecond and tJiird jointa of ash or lance 
wood, and the last joint, or top, oflance wood, for bait) if for 
Bj-Gsbing, of spliced lance wood, bamboo, and whale-bone, 
■imilar to the salmon rod : in fact, a trout rod may be called 
a small salinoQ rod, and la veij often used for the same por- 

Tbe general rod is very useful in travelling where the 
Angler expects a variety of sport. Jt is composed of varioos 
kiuda of woods, with a hollow butt, commonlj of maple, and 
is made to coatsin seveial spare tops, of different uzei, by 
which il can be altered to suit any kind of fishing. 

The walhing-cane rod, if well made, ia also a very useful 
article for travelling, or wfaere the Aniiler does not wish bii 
business or professioD 
into Boodier, aod the 
fiimilor to the tvalkiD 
trout, percb, or any 
heavy fishing, as it ci 
strong. Heavy rods 1: 
bat they are krge, am 
ordinary jointed rod. 

The true Angler si 
each kind of fishing. 
tioned are for sale at I 
put up in compact for 
or neat leather cases. 

The Angler will tt 
a rod of any descripti 
perfectly straight, tigh 
Hal tapering from butl 



BEEL8. 

Hanj old-fashioned Angleri dunk that this iiBRiperflnoai 
article in the equipment of a sportsman; bat to aaj one wbo 
has naed it, it ie almost as indupeiiBable as the rod iu^. The 
main object of the reel is to give the fish a safficimt quantity 
of line to tire it«elf, and conseqaentlj aSbrda more sport than 
coold be obtained by the rod alone. Bj means also of this 
valuable accesBory, fish of almoet incredible weight, lo^ be 
captured where the rod wonld prove utterly UBelesB. 

They are generally made of brass or German silver, and 

•re of two kinds, nmpte and compound, or plain and molti- 

pljring. Those used for tioat, perch, or any kind of light 

fishing, are mostly imported from England, and bold from SO 

to 50 yards of line. The m^ority of good Anglers prefer a 

midtiplying xeel, becaose they can wind np mncb faster, and 

consequently enjoy more sport in the same length of time ; 

some prefer the plain reel on account of its simplicity, and 

object to the multipher on opposite groonds. and also reason 

rtmt mrti ■ homiii Rah till. mliBPIs of the multiplier are apt to 

' pressure. This may apply 

It not to those of American 

entirely superseded the to- 

of artificial baits, all articles 

re equal, if not superior, ta 

;ler can procure the Ameri- 

aon fishing, are manuiactDr- 
. are calculated to hold from 
Tiey are made of the best 
Iver, with balance handles. 

steel bushings. They run 
[tosdble noise, and when in 

scientific Angler. 



LINES. ■ 

Lines are made of silk, eilk and bair, gut, India grau, flax, 
hemp, and cottoa. They vary in size and length— coming 
^m the size of a hur to tlist of a quarter of an inch, and 
m some cases even thicker, and being trom 12 to 200 yards 
long. 

A line for tront, ehonld be either of silk, silk and hair, 
India giass, or fine flax; the most common one in use, how- 
ever, Ibr this fish, ie the India grass, which is to be had in 
lengths of from 12 to 20 yards, and of various sizes. The 
silk plaitted line has an aitensive repntarion in England for 
ibis species of angling, as also that of twisted silk and hair. 
They are expensive, bat considered by lar &e best for tronl 
and Sainton fishing. 

For flshnoD, lake pickerel, black or striped bass, the linea 
in general nse are made of flax, hemp, grass, silk, or hair, all 
of which can be obtained in lengths of from 50 to 200 yards. 

The cotton and hemp liaes (50 tn 100 yards long] are used 
in IroUiitg (or bine Gsh, bass, pickerel, or any kind of sea 
fish. 

The size and length of a line should always vary in pro- 
portion to the sport anticipated. For instance, you cannot 
have too light a line in clear trout streams, provided it is 
strong enough to take yourfish; snd the same rule may also 
apply to striped base, salmon, and other timid fish. On the 
subject of lines genarally, much m 
and judgment of the sportsman. 

HOOKS 

There is no article of tackle of 
Angler, and concerning which sucli 
■s the Hook. 



} 



96 aoDKi. 

The molt common Hook is nse in this country ia tho 
" JtirJy, " which the reader will perceive is oot iocluded in 
Mther of the pUtea, for ihe reason, thai until a Ikvi jean 
■ince, it hag been the ooly kind in me, and conseqaently 
it! shape and construction are well known to every aports- 
man. The lizei and munben are nmilar to the " Lim- 
erick," ao that a person wiahing to procure a Kirby Hook, 
can do aa by giving the nnmber of the Limerick pattern. 
These hooks derive their name from one Kirby, who first 
made them, according to matnictions given him hy Prince 
Bapert, a member of the Rojal Society of London. They 
Ta»7 materially in shape, being more or less hirb'd' or bent; 
high or low m the point ; with long or short shanks, some 
marked, and others flatted. Those with flatted shanks are 
used in taking salt water fish oniy — such as black-Esli, por- 
giee, eels, floonden, &c., where a hemp line is attached. 
Those with marked or indented shanks are tied to gut, hair, 
' a are used in all kinds of fresh 
many cheap hooks of the Kirby 
sold in this conntry.) Within a 
Lly, made in Germany, has been 
I large qnantities to the conutry 
quality may always be tested (as 
erely sticking the barb into a pine 
ely ; it will be found as brittle as 
jper to state here, that one of the 
ik has gone into comparative dis- 
k, tor fine fiihing, is far superior, 
ieded them ; althongb the former, 

liuilj in *U Eorby hooki, dnriisd IVoa 
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wlien of fine qoality, sre «t31 preferred b; manj icieatifio 
Anglers. 

Plate No. I, repreeenla the best pattern alLineritk hook 
now in lue. Thej am, aa the reader will perceive, perfect]; 
(traight, without the ilightoBt* kirb or bend, Ihe point and 
barb delicately finished, and the book neatly japanned black, 
to prevent corrosion. Its great Buperionty, over any other 
hook, consists in its perfect adaptation lo artificial fiy-fishiag ; 
in feet, it is rarely the case that any other hook is naed for 
that purpose. They were origiuaUy invented and made by 
one O'SliaughneBsy, of Limerick. Sir Huhphbii D*vi, in 
his " Salmonia," says : " 1 never use any hooks for salmon 
fishing, except those I am sore Jiave been made b; 
O'Shaughnessy, of Limerick."t He also gives the following 
method of tempering hooks : " It is requisite thai the iron be 
pure and malleable, such as is procured from old horse-shos 
mdls, which we believe to be generally made from Swedish 
irto. This should be cemented with charcoal into good soft 
steel, and that into wires of different sizes." The original 
O'Shaughnessy hook thus highly spoken of, is not made of 
wire like the ordinaiy book, but is foiled and hammered into 
shape from the rough steel, which gives an opportnnity of 
varying the form, and of throwing proper strength into those 
parts of the hook which most requir 
age, it wilt be remembered, cannot 
nary sire hooks. Their general sn; 
consists in their eicellence of tempt 
shape of the bend, and poution of sn 



t Pral^uot Rcimis a1u«cu IdDivj'k 
cwlu were made *t thut timv, but pwd 
ondoa sod Birmini^KBL 



O'Shsugtmenj booki in Limerick, vary from one-and-aix- 
peucs to fonr ahOliDgs sterling per dozen, and when the coat 
of importation is added ibereto, it will be found Ihal they are 
rather expensive. The style and shape of the best Lnnerick 
houk described in Plate No. I, when well made, and properly 
tempered, however, give satisbotion to the in^ori^ of 
Angler.. 

Those marked " Ltntriek Trent "' are in general oae for 
troat or perch ) and 

Those marked " Limmti Salmon." for pickerell, bass, 
weak-fish, salmon, or salmon trouL 

The hooks deslgiuted in Plate No. S, as numbers 1 aod 
9, are the kinds osed lor black-fish, eels, and floondera. 
Namber 1 represenCa the ardiitarg round bent black-fish 
hook, and namber 2 the Virginia hook. This latter was 
originally made to snit the fishing south of the Delaware, 
and is highly esteemed in that region of country, where it 
finds a large and ready sale. The nnmberK are the same as 
those of the Limerick pattern. 

No. 3 repressnts the " Aberdeen " pattern, which is 

made of small blued stoe! wire, with a perfectly round bend, 

is osed by some Anglers for 

rawings of the " PickereU 
reader will notice consists of 
sed for the bait, is placed at 
ea, made of spring steel, are 
ove. No. 5 ihoat (he hook 
the fish, when finding him- 
:um to ran, (if it miiy be so 
s the hooks down, and thus 
e safely than could be done 
'etenis (ke hook in a ttaie of 
lear, rather micomfbrtable to 
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die member of ihe " Gmiy bmily." Thii book ia tnnch lUBd 
in Eorope, nod produces good aport 

The lingli pickerell hook is nombered 6, on Flats S, and 
it a stoat book, either bent or atraigbt. 

Tbe double pickerell hook ia numbered 7 on tbe mme 
pjata, and ia made of a single piece of wire, simibr to tbe 
lasL It baa been foond neceesaiy, from the great vonicity of 
tbta fish, to BtlBch twisted brasa wire, or gimp, ioatead of gut 
or line, to the book used in angling ibr them. 

The weak tront book, which u a saperior qnali^ of Kirbj, 
made of slim wire, with a long abank, ramilBr to the Aber 
deen, will be foimd an ezceUent book for tront, sahnon, or 
basB. 

Since the eslablialiment of a manafactorj of hooka in Ihia 
coimlrf , iha Angler can gratify bia own taata in aelection, but 
be mnst bear in mind that a great portion of hia aoccesa de- 
pends npon tbe quaU^ of theae amall articles of bis equip- 
ment, and he should therefore take particular care to chooae 
those that are well tempered. Let bim test every hook be- 
fore altacbing it to his line, and see that the barb and point 
are perfect and sharp. A amall Gle wHl be fbimd conrenient 
tor this latter purpose. 

SINKEBS, DIFSIEB, OR LEADS, AND SWIVELS, &c 

Theae articles of tackle are belieyed to be pecnliBr to this 
coiutr; — no mention of them being made in English works 
on Angling, apllt ahot am' '—"-'- »•- ' J ~ •' — =- -• — ' 

There are three kindl 
SMitrt. 

. The Grat of theae, tbt 
brass wire loopa at eocl 
quarter of an ounce in n 
that of one or two pound 



The Slide Sinker, is DothtDg more or lesa than a thick 
lead tube, slightly connded at each end. It is naed princi- 
pally in bottom (Uhing ; the object of the tobe being to allow 
the line to pam Aiaagb at the leoat motioii of the fish, which 
ia thas imiuediatelj felt. It ia considered much better than 
the old plan, where the fish nioves the weight of the ainker, 
before the Angler haa notice of hia lock. 

The Smietl Sinker ia decidedly the boat in nae for any 
kind of fiahing, and ia made similar to the Plain, with the ex- 
ception of the Bwivela at each end, instead of the plain ata- 
tionaiy loops. This arrangement gives the double advaDtage, 
both of " ipinniiig " the bait in trolling, and of preventing 
the line from twisting, and canseqneat entanglement of the 
leadera, hooka, &c. 

Split Shot are used almoat imiveraally for trout fishing. 
They aboold be quite small, and where greater weight is ne- 
cessary, should be nsed in larger ntmibera rather than of 
large size, as these latter make much noise when the line ia 
thrown, and are apt to frighten the Ssh. 

Svrivelt are uaed for " aploning " bait, and for preventing 
entanglement of the line. They are placed in various parts 
of the tackle, but uaoally on the gnt^-length, or leader, and 
should be a necessary appendage to the equipment. 

Should thie chapter prove rather heavs far the patience of 
tihe reader, it is to be hoped that the buoyancy of the next 
may eitable him to recover hia eqaiUbrinm, 

FLOATS. 

Floats are made of qnilla, cork, and red cedar, of varions 
dzea, adapted to the current of water, or the peculiar deacrip- 
tion of angling, and are of two ahapea, egg and oblong. 

The float used for trout is generally made of quills or 
cork, and cannot be too light for fishing in clear streams ; 



where the can-ent is atroug or water muddy, a larger float 
may ba lued withont mcoovenience. 

For bau, pickerell, or salmon, there are two Idrnds of 
floati employed, the cork, and that made of hoUow red cedar, 
which are made of diGTereut aizea, varyiag froni three to eight 
inches in length, and of neat proponloiis. Those of red cedar 
are very light, and much preferred in angling for basa and 
weak-fiah, in the yicini^ of New-York, 

8ILK-W0EM GUT, LEADERS, &c. 

This eitraordlnary Bubsfance is comparatiyely little 
known, except among dealers and scientific anglers. It is 
manujactured in large quantities in Spiuo, and sent thence to 
London, Edinburgh, and the United States.* It is a source 
of much surprise, and by many viewed as incredible, that this 
gut is taken froia the siUl-wotth, at the time when it is about 
to spin. The size of the gut varies according to the capacity 
of the worm, some strands being as small as a fine hur, while 
others are as thick as the 1-33 part of an inch. Il la a beauti- 
ful, aemi-banflparent substance, a 
twelve to twenty inches in length, 
fifteen inches. When used by the 
boH and pliable, but at the same ti 
durable. It is almost imperceptil 



(he Angler. Lstierty, h 
qei^hborhoDd, bas had i 
equal Co Uie Spauiib. H 



good qnalit;, and carefully nied, will oatU»t snything of the 
kind which can be procured. 

It a nwd singly, twisted, and plnitlsd for lines, leaden or 
■nelli, for hooki. The Bmalleit Bizsa are used for treat, and 
the larger, when of >Dperior quality, are higMy eiteemed 
and in gnat demand tor ralmon or hiM. 

LeadtTi are made from the abtree-meutiQned articlB, 
twisted hone-hair, and India gisw, and shoold always be aa 
light as posuble. 



In Ihs pleasure of anticipation, the enthiuiBatic Eabernian 
ia very apt to forget many little thioga which are very im- 
portant itenu in the soeceBs of hia day'fl sport ; anumg theae 
are the articles enumerated above. 

nary oae is made of linen twine, 
I diameter, and about two feet in 
2-eiglilliB of an inch, and is at- 
of irtin or brass. The latter ma- 
le porpoee, for the reason that it 
lereas with alntost every precan- 
prevented from acting on the 
be made of stout hickory or ash, 
length. A very convenienl form 
1 which occapies aboot half the 
rlie ring or hoop is composed nf 
hich it is folded into a very port- 



e-economizmg u 
Into each other like a telescope. 
Sports," calls it. " a noalloietd- 



The Bail-Net is made in a similar maaaer to die Landing, 
bat of amall size, for eluimp, miimuwi, spearing, or like f sb. 
It ehonld be aboDt twelve inchee id diameter b; eighteen 
incbea deep, wilh a quarter inch mesh. 

The Oaff-Hook it found to be very important in seeming 
large fisb after their etrength is expended, and where the 
landing-net cannot be.nsed. The book Is UBOalljr abont foar 
inches in length, with or without a. barb ; but m the latter ii 
the more safe hook of the two, it is preferred. The handln 
■hoold be of hickory or luh, and &om five to six feet in length 

The Clearing-Ring is a useful article to tbe Angler in 
Jificalhi, (ibr he is not wholly in&Uible, and will ocoanonally 
baye some trouble,) and as Walton says the fisher should be 
patient and not awear, his disdples, to prevent any thing of 
the kind, sbonld avul themielves of this Taluable impleineat 
Tbe moat simple and oseflil is made of iron, or stout lead, and 
is in the form of a ring c " " " 
and abont three inches 
similar to that in the t 
tached to a stoat line, at 
and when needed is opf 
down as a messenger. 
the name, the nse to wl 
very serviceable in rei 
Angler may encoimter L 
be well to observe here 
nu shoold only be used 
spoken of by Walton. 

This brings us to the 
gler*! equipment, which 
■ninntio of explanation, 
more interesting, or at 



CHAPTER It. 
ON BAITS USED IN 



Thi moet cominon Beit need in this coontr; for 
almost all varietieB of ths finny tribe that inhabit fresh water, 
ii the common earlh-wonn, or, aa it i> called, dew-wonn, 
dog-worm, and the angle-worm; which latter, from ils umver- 
m1 lua in angling, woold be the most proper name. It can 
generallj be obtained by dicing a foot or two in Ibe groond, 
except in sandy «iila, which prodnce clear Blreams, and 
where the fly will be fbnnd the better bait. Another mediod. 
recommended by Blaine, is " to walk cantioQsly over close 
cat lawns, or clean fed meadow*, with a candle or lanlem, 
during the night. If the weather be moist, and the search be 
conducted with a leiy tight tread, almost any qoantity ma; 
be procured ; for as they ara blind, it is not the light bat the 
motion which disturbs them." When they are not wanted 
for immediate nsa, a good plan is, to wet some straw, or haj, 
and lay it on the ground for afew days, by which meoiiathey 
will be brought to the top, and can be easily gathered. An- 
other, and a more expeditious plan, practised by Walton, and 
others, is to take the greeA leaves of the walnat-tree, and 
gqaaeze the juice into fresh or salt water, and pour it on the 
ground, which will make thetn rise in a vary short time. 

The common White Orub- Worm, is also a very good bait, 
and will often take trout when all others have tailed. They 



(sau be procured in tbe Spring of the year, ondenieitili decay- 
ed trees, (bliage, itiiinpg, &c., and eometiines in fcmh plonghed 

The Orauhopper is an eicellenl bait for trout, when in 
aeaaon, and is approved by all Atiglen. 

The Minnow, that beoutiflil little fiah ao highly eateemed 
amoDgall English Bportnaen, is foond in many ofonralreanu, 
nnder a varielj of names, and makes a good trout, pickerel], 
or aalmon bait. 

The trout or salmon Spaicn, however, takes the lead as 
the best iTODt bait in the world ; so mach so, that many An- 
glers in Europe deem it nnwortli; a sportsman to use it. 

Waipt, Beetlei, Fliei, Calerpillari, Loeviti,^ and maay 
other insects, also make very good troat bails. 

The Frag, used whale or in parts, is one of the beat bait* 
for pickerell. The hind legs, when skinned, which openiion 
leaves them perfectly white, is preferred. 

The Skintr or Mullet, the Oold-FiMh, and in fact any 
■mall fish, is acceptable to this all-devouring subject of the 
Angler's toil. 

For salt water angling, the Skrimp. like the worm in fresh 
water, takes its place as tbe best bail, and is a great favorite 
with all anglers for striped bass or weak-fish. 

The S*eildfr-C™4, when il. 
morsel and a most killing bait loi 
largest fish being taken with it. 

The Safl-SkeU Clam, whec 
makes a very good bait for blacl 
of sea fish. 

These are the only kinds of 
others are occasionally used, but 



notice. The Angler, to nuare tnccMa, ahonld alwayv take a 
variet]! of bsiu: as the fiah, like the fiaber, m bu laitea ia 
often hard to pleaae. 

In additioD to the aborementioaed baits, the fbllowiag, 
taken from " Ho6Bnd'a Angler's Mannal," and naed with 
much sDcceaa in England, ma^ be fonod oaefiil to the Angler. 

The Marih- IVam, is emjler tban tbo dew-worm, and of 
a paler color, with a broad flat tail. It ia an excellent baitfor 
trout, when well aconred, and two of them maj be naed on 
shook. 

The BraHdling, is streaked from head to tail in round 
ringlets, alternately red and yellow, and is foond in old dong- 
hilla, but chiefly where various kinda of dung are tniied to- 
gether, and in decayed taonera' bark. It ia conaidered a fine 
bait for trout, perch, or eels. 

The Liale OiU-Tail, or Tag-Worm, ia of a pale yellow 
I like the daog-hill red-worm, 

irm is amall, and ofa bright red. 
a, in decayed lannera' bark, and 
id is highly apoken of for almost 

i-Hemied Std- Wotvi, ia fonnd 
)e parts dried in the Gelds, but 
ia also found under stones in 

a universal bait, and will take 
ive salmon and pike. It ia a 

nd Slraa- Worm, are foond in 
vers, amall brooks, and evett 
iqh grub, with a reddieh head, 
r huak of straw, bart, bits of 



roBheB, particles of gravel, &c., and with this covering to 
shelter it, is eoabled, by protnuting its head, to creep on the 
batlom of the etream where it ia fuUiid. There ia another 
similar kind, of eeveral varietiea, called (he atraw-wonn, 
which prodoce different aorta of flies. They are all excellent 
bait for trout. 

The Coa-DtiHg, Bob, or Clap-Bail, ia firand in the fields, 
and old pastnrea, under cow-dung, from April to September. 
It is something larger than the gentle, baa a reddish head, 
and is a capital bait for trout. They may be piecerved in a 
tin box, ^th a little of the earth irom ^hich they were taken 
The Dock Onb, ia a large white grub, a reddish head, 
and is found in the root of the common water-dock from April 
to Jnne. A killing bait for troDl, by dropping into a gentle 
stream, or a still deep hole. 

The Oak Grub is a small green caterpillar, and may bo 
procured in the months of June, July, end August, by shaking 
die branches of an oak tree over a sheet or table-cloth. They 

ahoold be preserved in a lorse tin box. with a few of the oak 
leaves in it. A mo 
Bo6$. These a 

and AntQiEm ; they 

red heada — are goi 
The Aii Grab, 

when filled, and i 

ground ; also in the 

are very tender, re 

for trout. 

The minority of 

similar locations i 

months as in Engic 

and poesibly aa tei 

Haw to tcoar 



•couring and preserving womu, ii little pinctiaed in thii 
country among Anglan genarall}' ; but as ths inelhod is vei; 
Bimple, it should be followed b; all aportimeu, on account of 
the iucreaaed sctivitf , brightneu, and toughness it gives to 
this favorite bait. A variety of modes are recommended by 
different wrilera. The best method is to take a qniuitity of 
moss, which can readH; be procured in any iHtrt of Ibe conn- 
try, wash il well, and aqneeze it till nearly dry, after which 
place il m an earthem pot together with your norms. A few 
days will t>e safBcient to make them Iboroogbly sconi'ed, and 
6t for use. They can be preserved in the same manner for a 
number of weeks, by changing and washing the moss every 
three or (bur days. Shonld any of tham be found uckly or 
dead, they should lie immediately removed, or they will 
eventually destroy the others. 



The atodt of bailing haola vitk teomu. — " To but yriOi 
single worm, enter the point of the hook a little below the 
lead, threading it carefully, without breaking or bmiaing it, 
to within a quarter of an inch of the tail ; the ihank of the 
hook must be well covered with the worm." 

" To Irait with two wonna on a hook, enter your hook at 
the head of the first worm, and bring it out at the middle, and 
then draw it over tho armiiiE* of your book on the line, then 
enter Ibe hook at the middle of the second worm, and bring 
it np to within one quarter of aa inch of the bead ; draw down 
the finit worm till il meet the second, and yonr bait will then 
trsvel freely on the bottom." 

Another mode of bailing with a single worm, is to enter 

the Doint of the hook at the head, and btiug it carefully down 

an inch of the tail ; and if th» worm be 



n th* hMk !• lisd or «liipF«d « 



very large, part of it may be drawn above the wmiag of tbe 
hook on to the line. — Hofiajid. 

" To bail iiriA a branding. The pobt of your hook ii 
to be put iu at the very tag of his tail, and ran op his body 
quite over all the anmng, and stiU stripped on an inch at 
Ipoat apon the gut, the head and remaimog part haiij^g 
downward. 

" Tie Gmiiare to bt tailed Ikiu: It will beiiec««Sary 
to wrap on a piece of stiff hair oi gut, with year arming, 
learing it standhig out about a straw's breadth U the md of 
year hook. The hook is to be pat in under the head or chaps 
(rf the bait, and guided down the middle of the belly, without 
sufiering it to peep out of the way, (for then the ash-grab, 
especially, will issue out water and milk till nothing but the 
skin shall remain, and the bend of the hook shaU appear black 

dirough it,) till the point n( vnnr hni.b nnmfl an Inw lk»t rtu. 

head of your bait may 
stand oat to hold it, by 
self, neither wiU the t 
out upon any miatake, 
" The Cadii may 1 

worm, and sometimes 
the hcx>k, but is alwaj 
especially,) with the 
bait for trout." — ColU 

OF I 

Pastes are conside: 
taking carp, chub, daci 
beeu tried with sucnee 
The following will tt 
m many caaoa more tl 



Salma* Rut. Barker, anlhoT of ■ work on aogling, wai 
the firsl to discoTer this most tempting bait. In h letter to a 
" noble lord," he aajB: " I hare an eiperieace of late which 
you may angta with, and take great atore of this kind of Gah. 
Firit, it is the bast bait ibat I have leen in all my lime ; and 
will take great ttora. andiuitM,if iheyba ibeie. Secondly, 
it ia a special bait for dace, or dare, good for chab, or bottUn, 
or grayling. The bait is the roe of a aabnoa or troat ;• if it 
be a large trout, that the spawns be any thing great, yon 
most angle for flie troat with diii a« yov angle with dia 
brandling, taking a pair of scissors, and cat as much as a large 
hazel nut, and but your hook, so &U to your sport ; there il 
no doubt of plearare. If I bad known it but twenty years 
ago, I would have guned a hundred pounds only with that 
bait. I am bound in duty to divulge it to your honor, and 
not carry it to my gcsvs with me. I do desire that men of 
qoalily should have it that delight in that pleasure. The 
greedy Angler will murmur at me, but for that I care not" 

Blaine gives the following most approved method of pre. 

■ed in water, as hot as the 
ed &am membranous films, 
sold water, and hung up to 
mt to it two ounces of rock 
ince of salt-petre, and again 
jw spread it on a dish, and 
the BUD, and when it be> 
)nld, however, recommend 
s, but that it be divided in 
ne melted anet, by which 
len wanted, instead of dia 



tmbing the geneml alore. It forms an addidonBl security to 
cover each over with a moislened ekm or bladder. To bsit, 
firH put on the book (wMch should be sized according to the 
fish intended to be tried for) a mass which shall fill up the 
hollow of the bead and hide the aleel. On the point, put two 
or more firm large graina, both to conceal the soare and tempt 
the fisb." 

Shrimp Patle ie used by some Auglars for perch, and a 
prepared and used m a similar maimer to the salmon roe 

Ckeeie Paite is a fevorite with some Anglers. It is made 

of either old or Dew cheese, grated, and worked into a paste 
with a little butter and saffron, and also with stale bread if 
the cheese be new. and new bread if the cheese he stale. 

Bweet Paile, is made by mixing a proportioD of bread and 
honejr together, until ibey become thoroughly incorporated, 
and of sufficient tenacity to remain well on the book. When 
bone; cannot be procured, white sugar, made into a Byrup, 
or molasses, will be found equally good. 

Bread Pattt. The following simple method is recom- 
mended by Hofland, Take the inside of a French roll, or a 
piece of fine white bread, □early new, soak it a few seconds 
in water, then squeeze from it with very clea^ handi, knead 
it, and work icpaldently till it becomes a perfect, smooth, and 
compact paste. 

Pattei are sometimes colored, to give them the appearance 
of fish spawn. For this purpose, t ' 
saffFon or turmeric, and for a redd: 

Wheal, Rye, Barley, and other 
used for taking smaU fisb of varii 
They should be soaked in water, o: 
The Angler will find them useful i 
ipearing. and other small fry for bi 

Gravei or TallowChandlert' 



I^gliab writen on angling higbly approve of litis bait fur 
barbel, roach, dace, chub, and eeU. At it can ba bbbUj 
procured, aod maj prove a good bait for some variedes of 
our own fish, we conclude our Chapter on Baits, hj giving 
Blaine and HoSand's manner of preparing it. Blaine aays : 
" To prepare thein, break a iufBcient qoantirr, over which 
first poor aome cold water, and let it Bland b; all night : in 
the next morning, pour off the cold, and in liea of it poor 
■ome warm, bnt not very hot water; after thii baa stood an 
hnur or two, the parta of the greavea will sepaiste, from 
which choo«a as baita the largest, whitest, and most connect- 
ed pieces, wMch cover with leaves, or wrap in a moist cloth 
for nse. When fiahjng, bang one, two, or three of the whjlest 
piecee on the hook, concealing the point" Hafland says : 
" They must be chopped into small pieces, placed in an 
eartlien pan, and boihng water poured on them till covered, 
when in one hoai, the slimy particles will have aoflened and 

.-J — ji E. r__ ijjg , when miied with clay and 

. groimd bait Graves should be 
y's fishing, for if Male, tbey da 



lines b^ Cotton, the celebrated 
1, may serve to remind their dis- 
success, wliich put in plain prose 



Tout rod with tops two, 
If yoni lunner ofuigliiigjraiinr]') 





UyovuM 


wilb 


Oi 


loowe»imur 


e»p 




TlMnbMtM,ll» 




Bjumule 


in'. 


Ina 


MlUTODriha 
















Wb 


o ■ bu brothu 


wu 




N.I1 poiKb 


mm 




BluTduA. 




WW 


liw«.«eweli, 


•Iki, 



n, flin, ud l^iia»r% 



Forroorlineian. 
d, tfaough not for •Cricl 



WebBveiUJtUnjiiiIwi 
it ibir all did ceupire lo dtlltb 



And i-iihiKE ihe Dover enn and lu. 

From the cbri Ifasl degns 
Fiidi itHlfiritli. u onen, larmealad i 
And Bllbaufh we thould lU^ 
Etch ■ taundrsd H-day, 
Til B ilughMT Modi m'bc be repaoHd. 

And olihoufh we diiplty 






In deonndiiij Oim wo have in ginng. 

For, Ihough iimpLa, wo know 
At the 1»ti unCo downright leditioo. 



And that ^nater good cc 



For long life to our King, Junei the Second 

Or they 've Tory ftiul play, 
With tho bett of good lubjacu be reckon'd. 

Having commenced with the Rod, and Gnally e 
througli ^ the Brticlea neceasarj to the equipment 
complete Angler, it will be proper in our neit ch^ 
make some observalians on the practice ot angling. 




CHAP! EH m. 
OBSERTATIONB ON THE PRACTICE OF 



iBiy ba aaid la bo Ukt Ibe 1 



AMOLliia gensnilly, in tbu coontiT', ii not neceMHiilj bo bci- 
eati£c ai in msDj parta of Europe. One streaniB being larger, 
more muneroiu, Bud leas fished, except in a few instaucea 
near oar large cities, heavier tackle in Boma cases maj be 
used, and less skill reqtiired. In angling for trout in Iho 
ooontiy Btreams, nhere immense quantities are fbood, llie 
less skilful angler, with coarse tackle, will often succeed in 
filling his basket in a very abort time. But aa railroads in- 
crease, and access becomes more eeiy to (he diSereat fishing 
grooiMls, the fish will become more shy, greater skill be re- 
qnired, and finer tackle indispenBable, to complete success. 
Hence where a worm for trout, a piece of bread for perch, or 
a BCrip of pork for pickerell, have been used, natural or arti- 
ficial flies, and small fish, attached to the finest possible kind 
of materials, will be needed. Therefore the true Angler 
should moke himself thoroughly acquainted with the moat 
approved modes of Angling, and the best materials for his 
proper equipment. 



The Arlificiat Fly, so much used in England, finds bat 
little (avoc in this couatiy, not becaase it is not u gcMid a bait, 
bat because more skill ia required in using it; conseqnentljr 
many of our AnelerB only £ah in the ipring months, ^ben the 
water is thick and turbid, and tbe worm can be osed, while 
the more ezperienced sportsman from foreign parts,* will 
sstonisli the native by Ma dexterity in throwing the Sj and kill- 
iag on almost incredible mmiber of fish, where the unbeliever 
regarded the fly as a useless article of tackle. There are 
M>me that attain to greater proGcieocy in fly-fishing than 
others, as is tbe case wilh almost any kind of sport. Bat the 
■kill necessary to success in this branch of oar subject, is not 
•o great as the novice imagines : certainly it is the more gen- 
teel, as well as the most pleasant mode, as those who have 
Buccessfiilly tried it can testify. It is therefore to be hoped 
it win be more generally adopted by 

AO who Kek Ih« lake or brook. 
With rod and lino, uhI flou ud liook. 

Great imprevements have been made within a few yean 
in the manufacture ol artificial bail 
and insect has been most snccessfnll} 
the scratiuy of the Angler, and cer 
sport. These improvemenU even 
Bhoold adopt, and thereby remove i 
who oppose the art on Bacoo and B; 

As the eitjoyment of angling nal 
man a keen observer, he should pa 
tbe winds, those 

* Partiei are often msde up In Englti 
ud the United SUtei. 

t Byron and Bacon both objecWcI lo naf 



■a Bryant fau it. Walton says: " Yoa are to take notice, that 
of the winds, the loath wind ia laid to be the best. One »b 
larrea, that 

• WkHi a«< wind li U tlia •Dulll, 

tl blawi the bail In iha Itb'i BouUi.' 

Next to that, the weat wind is believed to be Ihe best; and 

having told yoa that the eaat wind is the worst I need not 

tell which wind is the worst ia the tlurd degree ■- and yet (as 

Solomon observes) ' that be that considers the wind shall 

never sow,' so he that busies his head too much about them, 

if the weather be not made extreme cold by an east wind, 

shall be a little saperstitioog ; for as il is observed by some 

that thers is no good horse of a bad color, so I have observed 

that if it he a cloudy day, and not extreme cold, let the wind 

id da its worsl. T heed it not, and 

[ would willingly fi^ standing on 

D take notice that the fish lies or 

A ID deeper water than in sum- 

ttom in a cold day, and then gets 

I ; " Pot fly-fishing. 



back to the sun, as your shadow 
the fish are frightened at your 

tience they come should be con- 
would be well to notica here, 
oa or severe storms, the Angler 
le expect sport, and that it is use- 



leM to angle after along drought in Bunnner, orin the aatnmn 
or spring, when the Mgh east, or cold north winds blow. 

In fresh water angling the best time is early in the mom- 
ing, or at the close of the day. The proper time for salt 
water angling depends upon the tide. The beat time is at 
the last of the ebb or the first of the flood, whether at mom- 
iog, at mid-day, or at night. 

In all kinds of angling it is neceeaary to be very canttons, 
bnt partJcnlarly in taking the wdy tront. Many novices iu 
the art wander ap and down atreama, and wade creeks, with 
htlle or no soccess, from the want of this — a proper reqiunte 
of every good angler. The more skilful, also, sometimes bil 
from the same fault. 

A story is told, which serves well to show the necessity 
of cantion. An Angler, wbo bad risen with the sim, and 
fi^ed till near noon-day without snccese, was ontdone by a 
knowing one, who, wit 
and line between the k 
were pretty well stretcl 
He soon had a bile, am 
tront, alntoHt before tb 
presence. 

Some are of opinion 
the treed on the gron 
at the least noise, when 
" Angler's Gnide," sayi 
yon can. and go quietly 
many enemies that the 
see, feel, or hear ; ever 

* Snilli, in his " Hitlorj 
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der wbicb they frequently lie) will alarm them, and epcnl the 
Anglar'i sport, &c. ; and b1», whan two or three anglers are 
fishing near each other ) therefore avoid agitating the water 
by trampling on the bonk onnecesBarily ; drop yoor baitod 
hook in iba water gently, and you will kill more &h than 
three Anglers who set differeatly." 

Blaine also says : " Avoid every thing thai may aUraet Ike 
aitenlios of IKe fiiK ; stand so tar from the water's edge as 
yoQ can, and never let your ehadow fall ou the water. If 
poarible, take the advantage of a bush, tree, &«., completely 
to conceal the person. When an Angler fishes near home, 
an aitiGclal screen of rtuhea, twigs, &c., may ba employed 
for that purpose. In dropping or dipping with the natural 
Sy, the greatest caution is necessary to keep completely out 
of view of the fish ; not only the shadow of the person, but 
that of the rod also, should be kept from tailing on the water." 

The dress of the Angler is of great importance in trout 
angliug. If it be true, as before stated, that this timid inha- 
bitant of the bnmk is disturbed by the least motion, certainly 
the best means should be taken to render any motion imper- 
ceptible. There are twocolorsofdressfor angling, desirable 
on different occasions. If yonr sport be in the summer, and lie 
mid the brilliant green foliage of the trees, bushes, and mead- 
ows, yomr dress should undoabtedly be green throughout. On 
the contrary, shnnld you be pleased to enjoy yourself in au- 
tumn, when nature has changed the scene, and draped herself 
in sober brown, the most proper miiform is a drab from top to 
toe. A disciple of Walton, who angles on Long-Island, and 
takes more trout than any ten sportsmen who visit Ihal delight- 
fid resort, is represented as standing as st31 as a ghost, his rod 
extended in his hand, without any apparent motion, cqoipped 
in drab pantaloons, drab vest, drab coat, and drab hat; and 
30 qoiel is he in bis movements, that he will lake a mess of 
trout, when a person but a few yards distant would hardly be 



aware thai li»niOTed a mnBcl?. How diSerent frODi many 
who profesa to underetand the sn, and who go whipping and 
BptashiDg the water for inileB arDiind. 

Ab health is of great importance, the lover of this sport 
shouM adopt the phyaician^e preBcriptiDn, And " keep the 
head cool and the feet warm." To this end he should pro- 
vide himself with a pair of water-proof hoots, to be ready 
ahonld he m&h to wade the stream, or cross a matsh. Ha 
■honld also pa; strict attcntiDn to all laws regarding angling, 
and all nilea laid down for bridge, boat, or brook Gshing, and 
on DO account transgress the laws of the differeot Stales wjib 
respect to spa^^iing time, and the size of the fish to he taken. 

It is mnch to be regretted, that there are many who call 
themselves anglers, who set all laws at defiance, by taking 
many kinds of fish out of season; such conduct is nnworthy a 
^Mrtfiman, and should meet ivith rebuke Irom every member 
of the angling community. 

Finally, let the disciple of the rod 

" Um »U geatlj," 

and when he has made up his mind to pass a few days, or 
even hours, in this delightliil amusement, let him be fully 
prepared with tverything nteeiiarn, and tvtTythiag in order 



THE SALMON. 

Tma Doble tiali was known to the world us earij as the Snyi 

of ^e Romans. Fliny Bpeaks o! them as being in the rivere 

of Aqoitaine. They are fonnd at .the preaent da; m tbe 

watera of France, England, Ireland and Scotland, and on thia 

continent as far north as Greenland. Thej are found in the 

Rreateat abundance in Ireland and Bcotland. In some of the 

large renlfl are paid tor these 

Wales, at certadn seasons, thej 

la in a day. and on some occa- 

liey have been fed to the BWine. 

:a so plenty, that the farmer's 

ive them bnt twice a week tor 

the Fishes of MaBSBchnsenB," 
atn Charles Kendall, a respect- 
ir of Boston, assured as, that 
of America, within a few years, 
t came leaping down the crags 
) delightful fishes were urging 
g crowds, widi hardly water 

that he stood with an axe and 
ej passed between his feel. He 
from the long branches of tiees 



ihst waved over the &Ub, and pick oat the eyes of BererHl at 
1 time, befure the; flew back to their resthig-placeB." 

The Salmon fermerlj freqaented the Hndsmi* and Con- 
nwtiGut, but the gteamboat navigatioa on these beandlul 
rivers, have interfered wilh their paSBB)^, and bj increasing 
intBrmption, they have been driven farther north, and liiie the 
aboriginal inhabitants of onr land, seem destined to find a 
rtsting-plttce far beyond the home of their fathers. The 
Kennubec, the St. Lanrence, (he waters of California and 
Oregon, and many of oni weatera lakes, now fumiah la^ 
quantities, eqaa] in beaaty and flavor to UiOM of any part 
of the world. They leap up the tails of many of theaa 
rivers with astonishing and almost incredible velocity, inr- 
moanting obstacles of great magnitude by the extraordinary 
mnscular power of their tail. Michael Drayton, an English 
writer, speaks of their sammeraaiilt, or leap, in the foUowing 

" iM when Ihe Hlmon Keki a trnber nream to Bad, 



Tbea apriri^n; st 
Tliil benilKl ead 
Firoffituirdalli 
AndlfBterilhef 

Still rerking, neti 
Above the oppoHiT 
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Like the trout, they are very timid; and if, at the time of 
their advent, they are suddenly frighfened by any noiso, or 
ipUatuDg of llie water, will tuni aud ewim in a contrary direc- 
tion at a surprising rate of veloc!^. It has been ascertained 
by calculation, that tbey can move at the rote of 30 miles an 
hoar. They nm ap the rivers from Hie sea, to deposit their 
■pawn, from April to Jnly, and are at this time in fiae condi- 
tion for the table ; after which they return again to the aea. 
They are much troubled with what Gshermen call the salmon- 
louse, and are known in some instances to return to the fresb 
water in the months of September and October, to rid them- 
selves of these annoying insects. Sinilh says; " The yonug 
are about two inches in length when they viul the aea for the 
first time. After the parent fish have passed ap the rivers, 
the spring following, the young ones follow at a respectable 
distance, having grown about sii inches. At the end of two 
years, they weigb five, aii, and seven pounds ; at the end of 
six years, they have attained their ordinary dimensions." 

An English writer, called the " North Country Angler," 
■ays : " The roe of the salmon becomes salmon fry in March 
and April, and they very soon find their way to the sea, where 
they grow with amazing rapidity ; as on their return to their 
native streams in June or July of the same year, they weigh 
six or seven pounds. They are usually called grilse until they 
weigh about nine pounds, after which they are called 

The following account of late experiments on salmon iu 

Scotland, taken from the " Kelso Mail," a Scotch paper, 

rather contradicts the opinions of former writers on the rapid 

Increase in size of Ibis species of fish. " In the month of 

" — '' '"'" " 'amea Keras, a game-keeper at Bowliill, 

mm the Ettrick, and marked from six to 

salmon fiy going down to the sea, by in- 

rire through the tail of each, and twisting 



SJt- 



it at both end>. In the last week of July last, (1844,) a gri]«e 
of &om five to «x ponnda weight, was canghl at Ibe ehore- 
eide fislieiy near Berwick, by James M'Queen, fiahenoan, 
and in the tail was a piece of wire twisted at both ends, as 
described. M'Qaeen did not preserve tbe wire, but is satis- 
fied in hie own mind that it was brass, and of the description 
inserted m tbe fry by Mr. Keras. There can therefore 
scarcely be a doubt that it was one of Che fry marked by tbe 
latter, and proves to a demonstration, that the fry occupy a 
mucb longer period in arriving at a state of maturity than has 
been generally supposed." 

This extraordinary fish grows to a very large mze. Hof- 
hod Bays, the largest ever heard of in England was sold in tbe 
Lmdon market, and weighed 83 pounds. He also tells a itory 
of a Scotch Highlander, who, whilst fishing in the river Awe, 
struck a aalmoa, which he played with great skill and patience 
until night came, whei 
peraeveting fisher, not 
mouth and lay down fc 
o'clock in the morning, 
and the fish, after a t 
weighed 73 pounds. I 
salmon ever taken in E 
measured upwards of tt 
body, and weighed ne 

i to be thrown. The I 
weighed about forty po 
The common lengtl 
a half feet, eicepl whe: 
mentioned, when they ■ 
They are of a beautiful 
the belly and bineon tt 
irregular dark and cop 



ally of a larger and mora ilender ehaps than die female, with 
B slight difference in the ahape and color of the spoti. The 
upper jaw ii larger than the luorer, and in the malee (he imdeT 
jaw ii corred upward. Cooaidered at h whole, he ma; be 
called the most extraordioary and most beaudfiil Gah in Ao 
world; Bad whether we admire him m leaping the cataract, 
fresh floored from his native element on the green carpet of 
the meadow, or in amoking anticipalJon aa a viand on 
the table, he well deserves the appellation of king of the 
watery conrae, or, aa Willia in hia qnoinl w^ would proba- 
bly call him, the prince olfiak-dom. 

The aport in taking him is of the most exciting kind, re- 
quiring the utmost skill of the truly acienlific Angler. Sir 
Walter Scott aaye : " Salmon fiahing is to all other kindi at 
angling, aa bock ahootiug to shooting of any meauer desci^ 
tion. The sBlmoo is in this particular the king of fish. It 
reqnires a dexterous hand and an accurate eye to raise and 
strike him ; and when this is achieved, the sport ia only be- 
gun where, even in trout angling, nnleaa in.case of aa unueoally 

i; — I J .. c.u :. : — . — ^^ commenced and ended. 

lat ever was hooked, shows 
> B fresh roD-ealmDn. There 
between coursing the hare 
laure and suspense are of 
dresa and strength required 
a Bttained, not only more 
le hazards of failure are also 
aslinct of the salmon leads 
pe, which must be met aud 
e part of the angler " 
rivers or large lakes, with 



Ae sftemooQ, when there ii a light breeze on tho water. 
When not on feed they retreat lo deep water, and abo under 
banks, boshes, &c. The bsBt tiine for angling for them is 
from May nntil August. In JnJy and August they will often 
lake the By freely ; for tbe montha of May and June, worms, 
•hrimp, or smali Gsb, will be found the beat baits. 

BaU-Jitiing for Satmim ia generally practised with a rod 
of from sizteea lo eighteen feet in length, with a hollow butt 
and spare tops, either for worm or minnow fishing. Some 
sportsmen prefer a lighter top for worm fishing than for spin- 
ning the minnow ; the hollow butt allows bim to nse his 
taste, and also the advantage of extra tops against breakage. 
There are two ways of rigging the rod for the line — the old- 
fashioned plan of lings, whipped on with thread, ie preferred 
by some, and tbe patent guide, a solid stationary ring, (a new 
invention) by others. Attached to the rod sboold be a multi- 
plying reel, capable of holding from three to ail hundred 
feet of lino ; to insure success with large game, the largest 
sized reel, with six hundred feet of line, should be nsed. Tbe 
line adapted to the reel Hhonld be either of ailk, bur, silk and 
bair, or graas. The two former descriptions are moat in use, 
but the latter is now preferred by many on account of ita 
strength, dnrabllity, and lightness. Affixed to tbe line sbould 
he a swivel sinker, and a leader, either of single or twisted gut, 
of from three to aii feet in length, accordmg to the depth of 
water. For middle fishing, use a large size Soat of cork or 
red cedar. The proper size of hoo 
of the Kirby or Limerick pattern, a 
got. A very few Anglera nse gin 
ahow it makes in the water, both fi 
elude tbe idea of much success. 1 
the object of yonr sport, your tackli 
with imperceptibility. 

For Fis-Filking for Salmon, t 
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from Biiteen to twen^ feet long, with a gradnal taper, and 
Dniform from the end of the first or batt joint to Ihe end of 
the top, which latter ihontd be of the most elastic substance, 
and brought almost to a point : in fact the proper form of a 
fly rod, is a perfectly ahip taper. The rings shoold be of the 
lightBHt kind, and wonnd on with thread or silk, and the 
whole apparatus as light as the necessary strength will allow. 
In some instances ihsy are provided with a spike or spear, 
which screws into the batt, and which is found very Dseful 
tD the Angler on many occasions, for sticking the rod in an 
upright position, for (be purpose of altering or arranging 
the Line or other tackle. The saioe aTrangement of tackle 
is leqnired for the fly rod a« for the bait rod, with the 
BXCflptitBl of mbititnting a airiTeli initead of a siriTel 



WamJUhing for Salmon. For worm bait, nse a Sahnon 

: :.!. 1—1. c .T- " to 4, as the size of the game may 

ns according to the method de- 
ew them gently in the cm-rent ; 
a few yacdg ; then draw them 
id left; keepmg up a continnal 
. method, if you are cBudons, and 
lere ie JUk, as Walton would say 
'oor share of good luck. In bright 
Iher No. 3, 4, or 5, will be large 
:eesary, if the stream be clear, on 
one large worm. 

the premonitory symptoms are a 
.esBSnddenjerk. In eilkcT eaie 
er admonition generally proroisea 
11 understood, will give the moat 
short dme for gorging, you should 
done with precisian, and not too 
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Tiolent, you will rarely fail to hook your fish. On the con- 
trary, the sodden jerk is Beldom more or lesa than a nibble ; 
ycm should therefore give a moderate pull, which will rather 
eicite your game, and induce him to call again for Komu! 
The following practical information, taken from " Fiaher's 
Angier'a Sonvemr," will give the reader some idea of the 
manner of taking a large fish, after he ia hooked ; for as il is 
one thing to catch a fiah and another to cook it, so it is one 
thing to hook a fish and another thing to take kim at^r you 
get him on. "Judging from his poll, yoa estimate his weight 
Hi 30 pounds, the largest and atrongest, you verily believe, 
yon ever have hooked. With thai headlong plunge, as if he 
meant to bury bis head in the gravelly bottom, he haa hooked 
himself. Your hook, which will hold 30 pounds dead weight, 
is buried in hia jawa to the bend, and now that he feels the 
barb, he shoots up the stream with the swiftness of an arrow, 
and fifty yards of your line are run off before you dare ven- 
ture (o check him. Now bis speed is somewhat diminished, 
hold on a little, and ae the river side is clear of trees, follow 
up af^r bim, for It is bad policy to let out line to an unman- 
ageable length, when yon can follow your fish. There are 
some awkward rocks towards the head of the pool, which 
may cut your lino ; turn bim, therefore, as soon as you can. 
Now is the time to show your tact, ii 
teat, without having it snapped by a 
gently — case oft' a little — now hold 
the rod bends, true from top lo bntt, 
He haa a month, thongb bitted for 
his nose is down the water! Lead 
grows resdve, and is about again. T 
up the stream, he seems inclined to 
from bauk to bank, like a Berwick 
Beach in a gale of wind. Watch hi: 
shoot soddenly ahead, and carry all at 



VKki — give him li.e butt and tam him B^ain. He emnei 
nmod — be cannot bear (hat steady pull — what eicellen 
tackle ! lead him downwarda — he follows reluctantly, but he 
u beginning to &g. Keep winding up your line as you lead 
him along. He ta inclined to take a rest at the bottom, but 
as yon hope to land him, da not grant him a moment. Throw 
in a large stone at him, but have both yom- eyes open — one 
on your rod, and the other on the place where the fish lies — 
lest he make a m^ when you are stooping for a stone, and 
break loose. Great, at ihia moment, is the advantage of the 
angler who has a ' cast ' in his eye ! Tliat stone has startled 
the fish — no rest for solmo — and now ha darts to the sur&ce. 
' Up wi tmly '. ' what a leap ! it is well you humored him by 
dipping the lop of your rod, or he would have gone free. 
Again and again '. these are the last efforts of despair, and 
they have exhausted him. He is seized with stopor, like a 
stout gentleman who has suddenly exerted himself after 
dinner, or a boxer who has just received a swinging blow ou 
the jugular. Draw him towards the shore, he can scarcely 
move H fin. Quick, the gaff is in bis gills, and now yoa ha«e 
him out ; and as he lies stretched on the pebbles, with his 
silver sides glancing in (he sun, you think that you never 
csoght n handsomer fish in your life, though you perceive 
(hat you have been wrong in your estimate of his weight — 
thirty pounds — for it is evident that he does not weigh more 
than thirteen. It was eiacdy half-past seven when you 
hooked him, and when you look at your watch after limdiiig 
bim, you perceive that it wants a quarter to nine, so that he 
tiaa kept you in exercise exactly an hour and a quarter.'^ 

FiiAtnf . The flies used in 
lo not difier materially from 
n- Scotland. In (be fly sea- 
:ription are generally used. 



Tbe inoM BppniTed are made of the choice feathers of the 
peacock, pheasant, parrot, partridge woodcock, ostrich, ma- 
caw, turkey, guinea-^eD, Sic., with bright colored bodiee, and 
gold twisl. They can be procured ready made, and of alt 
i^eicriptioDS, at ths general tackle stores. The following list. 
Died in Ireland, Scotland, and Wales, and to some extent in 
tbe United States, may be found useful to the Angler. 

No. 1. Body of the fly half dark blue and half orange 
mohair, ribbed with silier twist and red tip i legs of black 
hackle, wings of the grey mottled feather of the wing of the 

No. 3. Tbe body half blue and half light green, or grsenisfa 
yellow, witli a gold rib and red twiM, black hackle legs, and 
wings from the heron's wing. 

No. 3. Body, light green mohair, ribbed with gold twiat; 
tips, orange mohair and turkey's wing ; legs black hackle ; 
wings of the black and white tail feathers of the turkey. 

No. 4. Body of orange colored silk or worsted, with gold 
twist ; dun hackle legs ; wings dark brown mottled feather 
of the bittern. 

No. 5. Wings of the speckled feather of the mallard's 
wing; body of blue tnohwr, with silyer twist, with a dark 
blue hackle (or legs. 

No. 6. Body, clwet and orange colored mubair, with 
green tip and gold twHt : winga of the turkey feather, with 
wbite tips ; legs black and red hackle. 

No. 7. Body of yellow rilk or mohair, widi gold Iwiat; 
wings of the brown inoi 
hackle for legs. 

No. 8. Wings of the 
mohair, legs coch-a-bont 

No 9 Wings light 
mallard ; body yellow i 
strands of red hackle, u 



No. 10. Bodf black ostrich .wilhrilver twist ; wing» 

from the maUard'a wing, and biwk hackle for legs. 

There are other vaiietiea of SieB, both of English and 
American mami&ctare, lued in the United Btates and Canada, 
which can genetall; be procured at the tackle Btorea in the 
city of New-York. 

Sainton Spearing. Thii ia a mode of Inking fieh not qi- 
proved of by the regular sportsman. It is practised to ft 
great extent on many of our western lakes and riven, 
uanally by petwins who take fish for a livelibood, and 
where they are found in aucfa immense quanlitieB, that there 
can be no objeclian to the plan, as it is an active and invigor- 
ating pastime, almost eqoal to that of hunting. It is generally 
practised at night, with torches, and gives many an hoar of 
evening sport, after a day's business, to the Inhabitants in the 
vicinity of the lakes where they are found. The Indians, 
who in their rude manner anrpass many of their more civilized 
brelhrea in vmter or land sports, are very fond of this amnse" 
ment, and in the season can be seen traversmg the lakes in 
their canoes, vdth varied and brilliant pine lights, presentmg 
a most beaalifal and picturesque appearance. 

There is a law of the State of New-York, prohibiting tho 
taking of salmon by net, book, or spear, "or any other device 
whatsoever," in the months of October and November, but 
which, like many of our State laws, is better known by its 
breach than its observance. 

Hfv to cook a Salmon. The following method of cooking 

__i _^_._7.._ . _.i given by Sir Homphrey Davy, will 

bai been iaien; and as the reader 

instructions of taking the game, con- 

iitn, direction* for cooking will be 



" Ha leeniB &lrlj' ^red, I shall bnag him into «hore. Now 
gaff him ; strike as near the tail as }rou can. He ia aafe ; we 
man prepare him (br the pot Give bim B snioaing blow on 
the hBBd, to deprive him of leneation ; and then give him a 
tmuvene cut, jiut below the gilk and crimp him, bj cottrng, 
u as almost to divide him into slices, and bold him by the 
tan that he may bleed. There ia a amall spring I aee, cloae 
under ibat bank, which I dare say has the mean temperature 
of the atmoBphere in this climate, and is much under Gtty de- 
grees ; place him there, and let bim remain ten minutes, and 
then carry him to the pot and let the water and salt boil fiir^ 
oosly, before yon pat in a slice ; and give time for the water 
to recever its heat before you put in another ', leave the bead 
out, and throw in tbe thickest pieces firat " 



CHAPTER V. 
or THE LAKE TROVT. 



This qiecica o( Trout ■■ enlirelf distinct from that known ■■ 
the Macklaaw Trout or Muckiiiaw SbIoidii ; he is oot ao miKh 
of a. game Bsh, ueither b he so taeleful to the palate a> the 
former deacriptioii. The following, taken from Dr. Dekay'i 
lie our fiienda to make Ihe proper 

:kiBh, with nnmerous gray spbti. 
short in proportion to its depth. 

lar^n. Length two to four feet. 

northern lakes of Ihii state ;■ and 
Lake, PeunBylTania, adjacent to 

IB far as I know, its sonlherninaat 
19 from eight to ten poonda, but I 
of its weighing thiKjr pounds, and 
their abundance may be formed 

isherman has been known to cap- 

mg Lake, five hundred weight in 



puts of the lakes are tbeii hannls. The best bait for taking 
them IB the Bhuier, allhongh thej nre not ver; pacticutat aa to 
feed, Hud can be captured with ^moet any kind of unall fish that 
populate the brooka that run into the lakes. AJthmigfa not bd 
valuable as an article of diet or aport, atill they ^ould be pre- 
nrred from certain aud inevitable eitinctioa by a protective law 
daring their spaivning season. They have the miefortune to 
^wn in the month of October; a pleasant time for active 
out-door exercise, and for the favorite practice with many of 
the foolish inhabitanCa near the lakes, of epearing thie fish when 
they go into shallow water to spawn. It is said that legis- 
lative eaactments against this wholesale murder would be 
nieleas. It might be so ; but ware our angling friendi on the 
lakes to take the subject in band, have proper laws passed, 
and see that they were put in execution againet every offender, 
this member sf the finny family might be preserved as long as 
waters ron and bb swur 



CHAPTER Tl. 
OF THE TBOOT, 



This beantdfiil and well known fiah inbabiu the watei* of 
ahnoat all canntriea on the gbbe. In England, IrelBUd, Scot- 
land, Germany, and Pnuna, it ii sooght for by the angler and 

tha epicure as the height of Ibeir ndmiradon. Oor ornn conn- 
try, with iU coontlew Bireams and Lakea, famisheB qaantiliea 
equal to nil the rest combined ; and although they have been 
mnch sooglit aFter widiin a few years back, still there are 
nuiny atreania where the line never Soaled, or the treat ever 
bad the latiifaetim of being tempted by the angler's acientifio 
art. They vary greatly in lixe, color and deacriptioD, accord- 
ing to the cliniBte, the nature of the water, or the quality ot 
their feed. They go under the difTerent names of common 
or silTer treat, black tront, sea trout, and bass. 

The Silver Trout, or common tront, is fonnd in almost all 
of oor clear awift running northern streanu, and weigh from one 
to 15 pounds. A splendid specimen c^ diis species of trout is 
taken in Bsshe's Kill, Snllivan Conuty, New-Ymk, said to anr- 
pass any thing of the kind in the world. This atream winds along 
the western side of Shawsogunk mountain, through the beauti- 
ful and well cultivated valley of Memekating, hsa a snumth 
^velly bottom, and to remarkably clear and transparent is 
it, that tile smallest insect is perceptible on iu bed. ' 



TROUT PrSHIKG IN SULLIVAN COUNT!". 



" Ve bNik IVom the tiH'groiiiM, ■ g Isds deep wKb gnn ; 

Tbs nhtte clorer'a bnMh lokdi the khh u ne pun. 

A ipuUe— B Btrali— • biwd [litter Ja teen. 

The bricbt Cilllkoon, throDgb Ita tlitcketi of green '. 

We nuh to (he hunks— Its sweet mnslo ve hnr i 

It! gush, dMh u<l gargle, ell blent to the eer. 

No ■hidon't we dnwn by the cloud ooiered enn, 

We plmii* In the chrjitil. our sport la btgnn. 

Oar Hub, where thu ripple tbwta onnrd we throw, 

It awHpa lo the K«in-i|Huigled eddj below. 

A tremor— .1 pujl— the Trout upward la thmwn, 



CoBOUm Trout,' {Sahao Fontinalat — MileiUI,) "with 
}reIlow and r«d spots oq both lideg of llie lateral line, concave 
tail, and rides of the belly orange red ; back mottled pale Bod 
brown, gidea dark brown with yellow and red apou, the yeL 
low larger than the red BarroiuKling Ihem ; the Utter appear 
tike scarlet dote ; laterel liqe straight, the yellow spots and 
red dots both above and below that line ; lowest part of the ab- 
domen whitish with b smotty tinge ; first rays of the pectoral 
ventral and anal fins white, the secoad black, the rest pnr< 
plish red ; dorsal fin mottled of a yellowish and black ; tail is 
rather concave, bat not amoontiug to a fork, and of a reddish 
purple, with blackish spots above and below ; eyes large and 
pale, month wide, teeth sharp, tongne distinct, skin scaleless. 
Is reckoned a most dainty fish. He lives in numing waters 
only,t and not in stagnant ponds; and therefore the hvelj 
streams, descending north and south from their somiies on 
Long Island, exactly Bait the constitution of this fish. The 
heaviest Long Island trout that I have heard of weighed £mr 

" The common trout of Massachosetts t is fi^im 8 to 12 
inches long, dotted on the back vrith brownish spots, shaded 
by s paler circle. On the gill-covers is a broad spat ; the un- 
der jaw is the longest ; the soft rayed fins idnged with yellow, 
and on the sides of the body are r 

The Black Tnrut ia nsuallj 
streams or large ponds, with clay 1 
wildest parla of our country. 1 

< Thfl trODL dT Lang Itlond. 

IThisijnoKlwayitbsoMi. TI><; 
Smnp Food, Long leliid, of s large lii 
EdIdC u In (wift mnaiag ffBleri. The; 
pondi Ihroujhout the couDtiy, and are o 
•■ppliwi IVddi spriDgi. 

tSmilfe. 



gama a, Gah u the ordioBiy tront, neidi^r do fhej poaaesg 
ai fine a flavor for the table. They are suppoaed to take their 
color from the quality and color of the water, which ban gene- 
rally a dark gmoky appearance, occaBioned by lbs decayed 
leaves and timber which (here aboond. Many of the Btreama 
in the weBtem and moonlaiiioiu parta of FeDDiylvania, coataia 
thia Bpeciea. Tbey are fonnd also in great abnndance, in the 
wild and Dninhabited parta of HamiltoD comity, New-Yoik, 
and in some parta of New-Hampehire and yermont. 

Of tba Sea Tnrui, the writer is enabled to give a better 
and mors Bariaractory detcriplion than his own. Smifli aaya ; 
" Tbey are found, aa may be inferred from the name, in the salt 
and brackish waters of tide rivers, inland bays in various parts 
of this* and the adjoining states. When taken from the salt 
water early in the spring, they are in high perfection, and 
Dothingcaneiceedtheirpiscatory symmetry. The general ap- 
!e of the akin is of a silvery brightaesa ; the back being 
mpleiion, the spots of a vennil- 
if a faint yellow, and sometimes 
ixtend the whole length on each 
IS are light in coh>r and firm in 
tail are rather ahorter and more 
itt. They have a firm compact- 
wMoh accounts for (he anpeiior 
the head aiul month are very 
lack inside like the common, or 
jven redder, or rather we would 
ihe salmon, to which, by many, 
icacy, having, like the salmon. 
rd or fat between the flakes. 
ht measures aboat 1 1 inches in 
is conuderably larger than the 
iving been taken in the waters to 



which we refer* oT nearly five pounds weight; such inatancea, 
however, are rare, three poundn being considered a very large 
Gsb. We do not remember ever seeing a poor fish of this kind 
laken ; thej are invariably in good conditioD, let the size be 
what it will ; their principal food is the minnow and shrimp, 
particularly the latter, with which early in the season Iheir 
■tomBchB are found to be filled ; they feed upon the minnow 
rather later in the seaaon, when the increasing warmth of the 
water invites it to leave the wanner springs of fresh water, 
where it has passed the winter, and venture into the shallows 
Tonnd the margin of (he bay, it thea becomes an easy prey to 
&e voracious trout, ^hich purBues it ^lh desperate boldness 
to the very feet of the angler as he stands in the water, obli- 
ging it in shoals, to leap fi'om the surface, and sometimeB sveB 
to be cast ou shore in its attempts to escape its htuigiy jaws. 
Though they are, on the whole, the best bait ; the shrimp on 
the contrary, living as they do among the eel-gross in the bay, 
which also affords shelte' to the trout, being more within 
reach, may conaeqaently be said to supply their principal food, 
pt least thrnugh the 
porsnitof all game i 
ticular food, so it m 
while in the salt wa 
fish on which they 1 
or less affected by 
ter, which in its ri 
across a sandy edd; 
expectant trout, wl 

The last mentio 

culiar to our BOUthi 

onder the name of 

to a mnch larger . 

• W«iiioii n 
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length rrom 6 to 24 inches ; they are of a darker color, and 
do not possesa that beaurr of appearance when out of the 
water, or that delicioiu flavor whea upon the table ; neither 
do Ihej contribute as much to the Angler'i Bporl, as those of 
more Dorthem latitodes. 

Another species of tront, mentioned by Smith, is the 
ITitcho Trout, (Saltao Htteho,) resembling very much the 
sea trout; it is found, on carefol inspection, lo be ntora 
slender, and to have a greater onmber of red spots ; the back 
is dusky ; the ventral fin has a yellowish tinge ; all the others 
are of a palish purple ; the tail is forked, and the fish measnres 
BomatimeB four feet through ; ordinarily they are only about two, 
and caaght by the hook. This trout certainly exists ia Iho 
large rivers and ponds m the interior, but deteriorate ia size 
They are brought from New-Hampshire m the wmter, &ozei) 
for the markets, and from the northern parts of Maine, where 
specunens have been taken, large as any produced in the 
great rivers of Europe. 

There is no fish that vaiiea so much in size, shspe, color 
and flavor, as the troat. They are found ia different varieties 
in the same stream, and vary so much in external appearance 
and flavor in some parts of the Union, as to lead to dififeraat 
appellatioas from experienced and scientitic men. 

They usually spawn in the months of September and Oc- 
tober. The best time for taking them is from April until 
Anguat ; but if the weather is mild and pleasant, ihey are 
often taken in fine condition and of large size, in the month 
of March. They are not, however, considered in perfection 
until the months of May and June, ontil which time, owing 
o the coldness of our climate, they do not obtain sufficient 
qoantdty of the proper food to make them active and healthy, 
a difflcnit to take, and will give the sports- 
-e tlian in the months of March aud April, 
>re freely, but not with that zest and vigor. 



to the coldness of 
M qoanlity of the pro 



m^. 



of tba natiire and habia ar the tnmt, Wallon ujra : "And 
jon are to note that he contioueB many months out of seaaon ; 
for it may ba abserved of the trout, that he is like the bock 
or the ox, that will not be fat in many montlis, though he go 
in llie very same pastures that horses do, which will be bt in 
one month. And bo jou raay observe, that moat other fishes 
recover strength and grow sooner &t and in season than the 
tront doth. 

" And next yon are to note, that till the sun gets to snch a 
height as to warm the earth and water, the tront is sick and 
lean, and laosy, and nnwhalesome ; Sot yon shall in winter 
flifl him to have a big head, and then to be lank and thin, and 
lean ; at which time many of them having slicking to 4em 
sags, or tront-lice ; which ia a kind of wonn, in ahape like a 
clove, or pin nitb a big head, and sticks close to turn and 
sncka his moiatare; Chose I think the trout breeds ImnBelf; 
and never thrives till 
when warm weather i 
he gets from the dead 
the gravel, and there : 
as be grows stronger, 
streams, and there Hei 
ibaX comes near him.'' 

The North Coonlrj 

and good water ; set 
fish-ponda ; some fed 
springs, into which th 
months old — that is, 
from April, when tbe 
which time they will 1 
there bos been but liti 
pat into the pond, yet 
priinig change. I hat 
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ihe Esh were pal into it, which wa» in July, when they Were 
abont 15 mnnChs old, at which dme they were IS or 16 inches, 
olherB Dot above IS. But when the pond waj drained ten 
months after, ia March, when they were almost two years 
old, some were S 1 or S3 inches, and weighed three poimda 
or more ; others were abont 16 inehee: and afourlh part not 
above 12. I do not know to what we can Bttribnte this dif- 
ference ; it coald not be either in the food or the vrater, or 
the weadier, they &ring nil alike in these. Bnt if I may be 
allowed my opinion, perhaps some of die fly may have been 
Ae spawn of those that were only IT months old, which is 
the soonest that any of ftem spawn ; others of parents 99 
tnoaths.Dr two years and a half old ; and others a year older. 
This diSerence in Ihe age of the parent tront may, I believe, 
occauon the difference in the size of their breed; otherwise 
I cannot account for it. Trout, in a good pond, will grow 
mnch faster than in gome rivers, becanse fliey do not rai^ 
80 mnch in feeding. How long they live cannot be determined 
in any other way ao well as by observation on dioss in ponds, 

mku>h nhaannfinn I ^a„M- hu.1 ... Opportunity of maltin g II^- 

ioD what a gentleman tdd 
>r five years old they were 
I some, at abont 30 inches, 
ey coDtinaed about three 
9 and goodness ; two years 
mailer bodied, and died in 
le thought the head did ikot 
be so, becanse die body 
I gentleman's computation, 
lieir life ; and yet I think 
ers, and grow to a mnch 
■ty to go into the tide-way 

;oes to show that they live 
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to I mnch grsBter age, an instance being known in Eogland 
wbere a troal remained in a well apwards of aixty years, be- 
ing vieited by the neighboring country as a remark^le cnri- 
oeity. Aoolber one, for S8 years was an inhabilaat of a well 
tit Dumbanon Caatls, Scotland. It had never incresBed in 
wze from the time it was placed there, when it weighed 
abont a ponnd, and became ao tame that it would receive its 
food &oia the hands of the soldiers. 

When in prime conditioQ the trout is short and thick, 
having a small head and broad tail ; the spots on the mdes are 
red tinged with pnrple, aikd the belly of a beantiful bright 
niver color. 

This fish, from its extreme beauty, delicacy of flavor and 
ezlnwrdinary activity as a game fish, has attracted the atten- 
tkinof all classes of people, from the boy with a pin-hook, to 
diose that have swayed the destiny of empire. The divine, 
the philosopher, the poet, the aitist, and the statesman, from 
the earliest dates, have enjoyed many days of recreation in 
his pursuit, sang songs to his praise, or wntten pages of in- 
stmction of their own experience in taking him from his na- 
tive element. Tinder soch circumstances, it woidd be super 
flnouB, at this late day, to attempt to give any new instruc- 
tions to the yonng Angler, or tho seeker after piscatorial in- 
fbrmatioD. And as the opinions and practice of well known 
advisers will no doubt be preferred, they are hero given, 
with sncb comments as may be found necessary. 

There are three diflerent methi 
of the tront : — angling at the top, s 
fly, grBBshopper, or other small inoi 
minnow, shrimp, or similar small 
with a worm, or different kinds of 

Of Fts Fithing. Of all the vi 
contrived by the ingenoity of man 
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aing trout," thu at once recommeails Itself ai the perfectiaaof 
the art; bQt oa it ia considered b7a majaritj nf oiir bretfaren 
more difficult than worm fiahing, it hai many objectors. Bui 
the difficulties are mare in the imagioaliao than the practice, 
and when once nnderalood, it gives the highest pleasure of 
the art. Others think they will not lake the flf at all in this 
couDti7, and having fished with a worm all their life, thej 
cannot be petsnaded that with a simple fly made of feathers, 
they can lahe as many fish, and oliea times more. Tell them 
that Isaac Walton, Sir Humphrey Davy, and some of die 
greatest Anglers the world ever saw, adopted this mode 
altogether, and that all writsra on Angling have devoted 
pages of their works to explanatory drawings, &c., in refer- 
ence to it; that it is the most gentlemaidy, the most elegant, 
die least tronble ; that yon can take yonr rod enclosed in a 
nnall bag a couple of feet long, and about half a pound in 
weight, or in the more portable form of a walking stick, and 

n:— : i...ij^jg^, ^j JQ^ ^^q traverse the 

tifiil scenery for miles and miles 
ble I and they mil s^ adhere to 
fishiag. 

} being cmnparativel!/ few who 
English writers are of the opinion 
in Amtrica, and many of our own 
■e eerj few; but this is a great 
eda of good 9y anglers, and many 
le most eiperienced of Europe. 

is the only method that can be 
B of the water, and also from the 
and in the boles under the banks. 

towards the close of the day in 
en tempt the tront when nothing 

role, in clear streams, no mattei 
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in what part of the coantry, in the aummer monlhi, the ti& 
ficial B; can be used with succeas. 

Flj-fishing IB usually practiBed with a short one'-hauded 
rod, from ten to twelve feel io length, or a two-handed rod, 
from fifteen to eighteen feel in length. The first mentioned 
is the toast common in use, and is calculated for ihe majority 
of Dor sdeams, which are smaU, and require but liide length 
of rod or line. Attached to the rod shoohi be a reel, contain- 
ing from thirty to Mtj yards of hair, grass, eilit, or eil^ and 
bair line — the latter deacriptiDn should be used if it can be 
procured, tapering from the tenth of an inch nlmost to a 
piniit ; to this should be attached a leader of from one to two 
yards in length; and finally yonr fly, on s light length of gut; 
if yon wish to use two oi three flies, place them on yoor 
leader with short gut. about S4 inches apart. 

The latter description of rod is used in larger BtreamB, 
where it is necessary to throw a great distauce ; for this pur- 
pose, the reel shoold be large enough to contain 100 yards of 
Line, with the other tackle precisely the same as with the 
smaller rod. It sbonld be recollected that the trout rods 
should be made similar to the salmon rods, aud of the lightest 
woods, as formerly deacribed. 

The above descriptions are generally UBed in Ihiscountiy, 
but the following information from I- 
and best English writers, may be pn 

" A slight rod, 12 feet long, or, il 
wooded stream, one of 10 or 13 fei 
convenient, a reel containing 3D yard 
Ccial flies, and a landing-net, and yo 
the sport » • • i imve alieadj 
rod should be 10 or 13 feet loug, ani 
16 to 18 feet; to either of which n 
containing 30 yards of twisted silk 
from a moderate thickness up to a 



which you are by a loop to attach your bottom tackle. ThU 
ahdold be mode of rooiid, even gat, and three yards long i 
aome penona prefer four yarda ; bnt I think too great a 
length of gat increases the difficult; ta casting the line. 
These tines should also taper gradnally, the gnt being mach 
stronger at the end which is to be attached to the line on the 
reel, than at the end to which the stretcher fly is to be fixed. 
When you fish with only two flies, the eecond (or drop fly) 
shoold be at a distance of 3fl or 40 inches from the bottom or 
stretcher fly ! but if you nse three fliei, the first drop shoohl 
be only 34 inches from the stretcher, and the second 30 
inches from the first. These drop flies are attached to the 
Hue by loops, and should not be more than three inches long; 
and by having the gut rather stronger than for the end fly, 
they will stand nearly at a right angle from the line. I re- 
commend the beginner to commence with one fly only ; but 
at most he most not use more than two ; and, as for his mode 
of casting or throwing bis fly, now his tackle is prepared, I 
fear little usefnl ioBtmctioncanbe given, as skill and dexteri^, 
in this point, must depend upon practice. I may, however, 
advise hiro not to attempt to cast a long line at flrst, bnl to 
Qy his strength and gain facility by dcgreoB. He must make 
up bis mind to hear many a crack, like a coachman's whip, 
and find the coosequenl loss of bis flies before he can direct 
his stretcher to a given point, and let it &I1 on the water as 
light as a gossamer." 

Cotton says; "For the lengthofyonr rod, youare always 
to be governed by the breadth of the river you shall choose 
to angle at; and for a troat river one of five or six yards is 
commonly enough ; and longer, thongh never so neatly and 
artificially made, it ought not to be, if you intend to fish at 
ease ; and if otherwise, where lies the sport ? The lengtb of 
yoor line, to a man that knows bow to handle bia rod and 10 
cast It. is no matter of encmnbrance, except in woody places. 
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and in landing of a fish, wliich every one that can afford to 
angle for pleaBure has somebodj to do for him.* And the 
length of line is a mlgh^ advaDtage to the fishing at a dic- 
tance ; and to fish fine and far off, m the Srtt and [ninclpol 
role for trout angling. Yonr line in this case should never be 
leu than one, nor ever exceed two hairs, next to the hook ; 
for one (tbongb some, I know, will pretend to more art than 
thek fellows) is indeed too few, the least accident, with the 
finest hand, being aofficient to break it ; bat he that cannot 
kill a tront of twenty inches long with two, in a river clear of 
wood and weeds, deserves not the nam^ of a tnte anglet. 

" Now, to have your linet as it ought to be, two of the 
finest lengths nearest the book aboiUd be of two hairs a-piece ; 
die next three ienglbs above them of three ; the next three 
■hove them of four ; and so oTGve, andsii, and seven, to the 
very top ; by which meaue your rod and tackle will in ■ 
manner taper from yonr very hand to yonr hook; yoor tine 
will fall much better and slraighter, and cast yonr fly to any 
certain place to which the hand and eye shaU direct it, with 
less weight and violence, than would otherwise circle the 
water and fright away the fish. 

" In casting yonr tine, do it always before yon, and so that 
yonr By may first fall nptai the water, and as little of year 
line with it as possible; though if the wind be stiff, yon will 
of necessity be compelled to drown a good part of yoor line 
to keep your fly imder water. And in casting your fly yon 
mnatainiat the farther or nearer bank, as the wind serves 
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ymiT tarn, wbich alao will be with snd agsiiut joa on Hm 

ums nda, Mveral times in an hoar, ae the river winds in iti 
cooFBe, and yon will be forced to angle op and down bj 
toim BODordingly, bat are to endeavor, aa moch bk 70a can, 
to bsve die wind evermore on yoar back. And alwajs be 
■are to staiid aa far aff the book aa the length will give yon 
leave, when yon tlirow on the contrary side ; thoagh when 
the vrind wilt not permit 70a ao to do, and that yon are con- 
Btrained to angle on the same side whereon you stand, 70a 
mnat then aland on the very brink of the river, and caat yoor 
fly at the ntmoat length of your rod and line, up or down the 
river, oa the gale aervea." 

Maiiagtmtni of the Lint, loAdi FiiHaf fUker viiih o»t 
Fly, or two or more Ftiei- The following minnte and easy 
method of the management of the Ime, and throwing the fly 
from Taylor's " Art of Angling," will be Gnmd to be excel 
lent advice (o the young beginner. 

" When you have fixed your rod properly, with your 
winch thereon, and bronght yonr line from it throngb the 
rings of yom' rod, loop on to it by the strongest end yonr foot 
length,* which should be about three 7ards and a half long, 
made of good strong silk-worm gat, well tied, and the knots 
neatly whipped, mnning (very little) Gner towards the bot- 
tom end, at which place there must be a neatly whipped loop; 
then take yonr end fly, or stretcher, which should be made 
of one or two lengths of good level gut, full as tine, or a little 
finer, than the bottom link of your foot length, tied and 
whipped neatly together, and looped nicely at the end ; loop 
Uus to the end of your gut length ; and then, your drop fly- 
just above a knot, where whipped, aboat a yard from the 
end Sy, to hang from the line not more than two or three 

* Callsd in (hii coantiy ( lomdor. u detcribed on pi^ 3& 



inches. If Jon cboote to fiah with more, keep them ill It 
the Mune dislance. And obserre, that if your droppen bo 
lu^er than, or even a> large aa, joxn stretcher, joq yrHl not 
be able to throw a good line : bat a beginner should never 
<ue more tbaa one fly. 

" When thus prepared, let oat the line aiimt half at long 
againa* tit rod ; and holding the line properly in one hand, 
and the line, jost above the flj, in the other, giie yoac rod a 
motian from right to left, and a> yon move the rod backvrards, 
in order to throw oat the Hne, diamigs the line from yonr 
hand at the same time ; and try leveral throws at this length. 
Then let out more line and try that ; still naing more and 
more till yon can manage any length needful ; bat abont nine 
yards ia qnile sufficient for a learner to practice with. And 
observe, that in raising yonr line in order to throw it again, 
yoQ should wave the rod a httle roand your bead, and not 
bring it directly backwards ; nor ninst yoa return the line 
too soon, nor niitil it has streamed its fiiU length behind yon, or 
yon will certainly whip off yonr end fly. There is great art in 
making your line fell tight on the water, and showing the flies 
well to the fish. The beetway ihalT — ■*' — • -- ■'— — ' — 
yoa have thrown out your line, cunti 
and naturally, you ehould raise youj 
grees; sometimea with a kind of tc 
will bring the flies in a litlie tovrarde 
go down with the stream, but neve 
it, for it is unnatural ; and before the 
throw it again. When yon see a 1 
throw oat abont a yard above him, 1 
head ; and let yoar fly or fliea mo' 
which vpill show it to him in a more 
him die more to take it. Eiperienc 
however, can make a man a complet 



to aonbla him to throw bis flf behiod boihsa and trses, into 
holea, under banka, and other places menlioiied as Ibe ' trout 
huiDts,' and where the beat fiah are to be found." 

There ia moch diTerai^r of opinion about the manner of 

fishing, whether up or down the stream; the great majority 

of Anglen, both in Europe and this connlry, &Tor the latter 

method, and m very few the fonner. Hofland remarks on 

this : " Some penona reeommend fishing np tlie alream, and 

throwing the By before them. For my awn part, (after much 

eiperieDce,) whenever I con do so with convenience, I caat 

my fly above me, and across the itream, drawing it gendjr 

towards me. If the wind should be against yoo, you mil be 

constnuned to stand close to the water's edge, and make 

your caat close to the bank on which yon sbtnd, either np or 

down the stream, as the wind may serve. Avoid, if posnble, 

fishing with the snn behind yon, aa the moving shadow of 

yoorself and rod will Blarm the fish. The finer the tackle 

lie) and the hgbter the fly ialla 

'ill be your sport; indeed some 

ur for their bottom tackle ; but 

veedy, or much wooded, a aingle 

bat in ponds or streams, free 

I used by a skiUiil hand to a great 



met called THbbitig, Daibtng, or 
mode of fishing on the part of the 
f (he cnrions manceuvrea of the 
in the mmmer months, when the 
I are in leaf, thereby giving the 
when it is ahnoae imposnble to 
flrad; and alttKXigh it raqoires 
ingmni^ of the fisher, it wiU 



amplf repa^ him, by ihe uze and quality of ihe game, Ibe 
larireat, oldest, most wary of the tribe, being often taken by 
diis process. Hofland gives tbe following inatmctiona ; 

"The Angler most be provided with a 14 feet rod, with a 
etifi'top, and Btrong running tackle ; he will leldom have to 
we more than a yard of line, the bottom of which ufaonld be 
ofatrongsilk worm gut. I recommend strong tackle, becaoao 
in confined aituationH, overhang with wood, you will not have 
room to play yonr fiab, bat mnat bold him tight and depend 
on the Btrength of yom- tackle. 

" The size of your hook most depend upon the size of (he 
6y, from No. 7 to 9 for small flies and grubs, and (or beetles 
No. 4 or 5. For buBh-fiahing, you ahould be provided with 
well acoured brandlings and red worms, cad-baits,* clock- 
bwlB, earth-grubs, beetles, grasshoppers, and a horn of flies; 
or at least as many of the above as you can procure. 

" Great caution is ne 
if there are few bnshe 
water must bo approach 
□ear the surface, and if 
you. If tbe waterahou. 
thick foliage, so that yo 
your bait, your liue mu 



"If yourflieaaresii 
frequently tall in (he wa< 
fly, if you see your fis 
aboat a foot before hii 
eagerly take it When 
to get hia head down, E 
him to the top of the w 



be of litde tub lo luni ; and in thi< ntoatkni, with good taoUlv 
yon may loon ezhaoM him, and moke him ;ronr own by a 
laudiuf^iet, the handle of which ffh'TnVI be two yanlj long ; 
or he nuy be landed by a hook or gaff, with a long handle, 
and thu in •otne aitnatioai, amidst cloae thomy bramble*, will 
be finmd more tuefol than the landing-oet, which is liable t* 
be ean^ in the bnibea. When yon me the worm, caddia 
or ai^ other grab, yon will reqnite a single ehot, No. 6,* to 
■ink year bait, for it cannot sink too (lowly, or caiue too 
little dijtarbance in the water." 

The North Country Angler mjt : ■• There are lome obwr- 
Tationa I have made, which the Angler may find the ben^t 
of; oneia, thataltbongh the ihada of trees and boshes, ismoch 
longer and greatw on the loath or mm nde of the river, than 
on the north; yet I alwaya find the moat and largest tioat on 
that side. I mppose the sun's being more iuteose and warm 
on the north side, may occasion more flies, erncas, and insect*. 
to creep upon those bushes, and consequently the more fish 
will frequent them. 

" When the trees or bushes are very close, I adviae &io 
hush Angler to take a hedg»bill or hatchet, and cut off two 
er three branches here and there, at proper placea and di^ 
tances, and so make little convenient openings, at which he 
may easily put in his rod and line ; but this is to be done 
some time before you come there to lish. 

" If you coma to a woody place, where yon have no soch 
conveniences, and where perhaps there is a long pool, and 
no angling with a fly, or throwing the rod, there you may be 
sure of many large fish. For that very reason, I have chosen 
such places, though very troublesome, when I have been 

urk upon tfa«Biz«t of hooks, 
•peskinff ^DenUy, m tlioj thould vuy nutnislly la 
when tho difftoant siaos of flsh sro finuid, sad wkors 




forced to creep under treei and bnahes, dragging mj rod 
after me, with the vei? top of it in inj hand, to get near the 
water; and I have been well paid fbr my trouble. Whil«l 
70a are getting in your rod, throw a brandling, or grab, cr 
vrint 70a 6ah with, into the water, which will make the fish 
take jcmr bait the tnore boldly. 

" There are aome pools that have no biuhe> at aU, bnl 
only hollow banki, in nme pUcea nnder which the great fish 
will He in the dvj time. I bare gone aoftly to inch placei, 
and have dropped in a loitable but, cloae by the bank, and 
have preaently bad a good fish. When I oae cork, chamois, 
or buff, i""*"^ ofnatDial baiti, I always drop them in atrong 
aoented oil, in shade-fishing, becanse the fish comes slowly to 
dw bmt, and if he does not smell somelhiog like the natoral 
bait, he will not take it, thongb well imitated." 

Cotton giTcs the following, wilh wMch we conclode onr 
remaika on De^nng or Dibbing. " These are to be angled 
with a short line, not mnch more than half the length of your 
rod, if the eir be ilill, or wilh a longer, very near or all oat 
as long as yonr rod, if yon have any wind to carry it from 
yon. And dds way of fishing we c^ Daping, Dabbing, or 
Dibbing, wherein yoo are always to hare your line flying 
before yon, np or down the liver, aa the wind serves, and 

to angle a* near as yon can to "'■' ' — '^ -' *"— -'■'- 

whereon yoa stand, thongb whi 
may guide yonr fly quick over h 
on die contrary side ; and if yon 
either by kneeling, or the inter 
yon m^ be almoat sure to raisi 
pmently done ; the fish will otl 
moved to soma other place, if il 
is always on the motion, and rm 
for prey, though in a Mreem yoi 
ciaUy if there be a good store, f 
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YooT line ooght, in this caAe, to be three good haira oext ths 
book ; both by raasoit yon are in thia kiiul of angling to ex- 
pect the biggest fish, and also that, wanting length to give 
him line after he has atrock, y oa mast be forced to tag for it : 
to which I will add, that not an inch of your line being to be 
suffered to touch the water in Dibbing, it may he allowed to 
be th« stronger." 

Having given two of the methods of taking the trout, it 
will be well to introduce the reader to his hiding-placee. On 
this subject, Hofland gives the best and most minate infor- 
mation. " He is fond of swift, clear streanis, mnning over 
chalk, limealone, or gravelly bottoms ; but he is more fre- 
quently in the eddies by the side of the slresm, than in die 
midst of it. A mlll-tul is a bvorite haont of Ihe trout ; for 
he finds protection under the npron, which is generally hol- 
low, and has the advantage of beii^ in the eddy, by the side 
of the mill-race, awaiting his food. He delights also in ca»- 
I. The larger trout generally 
>verbanging trees, and beneath 
LTta of the river. The junctdou 
■r passing round on Dbetructioa 
rent, is a likely point at which 
Its of trees, or in other places 
collects. All Boch places are 
follow the same coarse as the 
by the fish. After stmset, in 
leir haunts, and may be fbtiitd 
a of streams ; and during thia 
in see his fly on the water, ha 



wilk a Minnoa, or any Small 
ind of angling, is from IS to 16 
p than that used for fly-fisbiog,. 
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aodgoei Diiderlbeiiame of abail-rod. The sinaUer, uy 13 
feet, for mall aading ilreami, sod the longer for wider aod 
deeper waters. Attached ehould be on American* reel, 
bolding from 30 lo 50 yards of American taid^ grass, or silk 
line, with froDi two to three yards of ailk-worm gut, termi- 
natiog with a Limerick hook, from No. 2 to 5, according to 
the size of your bait, fastened by a loop as before described. 
Foe bailJDg the minnow, pass your hook in at the mouth ana 
out at the giils, then in again at the commencement of the 
dorsal fin and out again just beyond, tfing the hook at each 
end with a piece of thin silk or thread. By this method you 

j can, if yon use a live minnow, and are very careful, keep 

I your bait animated for a great length of time. 

I The North Country Angler gives a very good mode of 

I baiting with the minnow, as follows : " I have a gilse-book 

(No. 3 or 4) at the end of the lino, but wrapped no further 
on the end of the shank than to make it secure, and leave 
more room to bait. An inch, or very little more, &om the 
ahank end of the gilse-haok, I wrap on a strong hook, about 
halftbesizeofthi 

I in at the mouth of 

I nde of the mimioi 

I pot the other ho 

' the minnow's moi 

" When I am ■ 

hook, I draw up I 
fit the bending o 

• The imporlBd n 



when it h drawn in the water. When all ii in order, I lake 
the line in vaj left hand, a liRle above the bait, and thmw it 
□nder-hand, lifdng np m; right and the rod, (hat the but 
may fell gently on the water. 

" I atond at the very (op of &e Rtream, na £iT off u my 
tackle will permit, and let the bait drop in ■ yard from the 
middle of it; I draw the minnow by gealle polls, of aboat ■ 
yard at ■ time, acrou dte Mreem, taming my rod op the 
»a(er, wi(hio half a yard of i(a aorfece, kee]Hng my eye Gied 
on the minnow. When a fiih takes it, he generally booka 
bimself; however, I give him a smart Mroke, and, if he does 
not get off (hen, I am pretty nire of him. In thia manner I 
(hrow in three or four times, at the apper part of a s(ream, 
but never twice in the same place, but a yard lower every 
cast. I alwaya throw qoita over the stream, bat let the bait 
cross it in a ronnd, like a semicircle, abont a foot below the 
surface, which two of No. 3 or 4 sbot, which I always have 
npon my line, oine or ten inches from the books, will link 
it to. When I am drawing the bait across the stream, I keep 
the top of (he rod within less (han a yard from the water, and 
draw itdownwarda. that the bait may beat a greater distance 
from me, and the 6nt thing diat die Gsh will see. Some- 
times 1 can see iha lish before he takes the bait, and then I 
give in the rod a Utde, (bat the minnow may, aa it were, 
meet him half-way ; but if I tlunk be ii ahy, I piill it away, 
and do not throw it in again till he has got to hia feeding 

pi.™,. 

" Tiie twirling of the minnow is the beaaty irf (hia kind of 
angling, the Gsh seeing i( a greater distance, and bncying it 
is making all (be haste it can to escape from diem ; and (hey 

wing : " The minnow rod should ba 
t 16 feet long, with a tolerable stiff 
js of line, somediing stronger than 



yoai fly-line, will be saSciant. Some Anglen nie a rod SO 
feet Icwg. To enable them to fiah a wide itreani, thi< length 
of rod ia uecesiBiy, u the line, in apinimig the minnow, ii 
•emewhat short of Ifae rod; if Jon wade the itream, a rod of 
13 feet will be long eramgh. 

" For Bailing viAl tkt MiiuuHB. In the first place, pro- 
cure s piece of brau wire, about three inches long ; one end 
of which most be hammered into a amall loop, and the other 
end Battened with a hammer, and sharpened in the ahape of 
a spear head- This must be drawn tbroogh a (apering pieca 
irflend,* cast for (he pm-pose. Wires of this description ma; 
be kept by joo, of difierent lenglha, to auit the aize of the 
but-fish oud. 

" Enter the speu' end of the loaded wire at liie month of 
the minnow, and bring it ont at the fork of the tail. Then 
take a triangnUr book, formed br trine toeelhet three No. B 
or 9 hooks on a piece 
Log, with ■ iniBll toe 
needle, enter the poini 
one of the tiiangalar hi 
fin, the other two wiV 
gat will be even widi 

gnl, at one end of whi 
inches above this, plac 
np another swivel, and 
hook Hi the end of ;oi 
and pass it thmngh I 
bring it out nnder the 
clossd. Then, bend ( 
gently cnrve the tail of 
the wire with while Ihi 



■t yon are to know, tlial ttie biggeat size a 
Itot ihs ben, and next, that the mkkUe nza and the white*t 
are the beat ; and then you are to know, that your mioDow 
mast br pnt on yonr hook, that it moat tnru round when it it 
drawn agunat ^e atream ; and that it may torn nimbly, yoo 
miiat pot on a big sized hook, a> I aball now direct yoo, 
which ia this : put your hook in at his month and oat at his 
gill ; then baving drawn yonr hook two or three inches be- 
yond or throngh hia gill, pal it again Ifaroagfa his moatb, aod 
the point or beard oat at his (ail ; and then tie the hook and 
his tjul aboQl very neatly, with a white thread, which will 
make it apter to tarn quick in tbe water ; that done, poll 
back that part of yonr line which ivaa slack ^rhen yon did pat 
your hook iato the minnow the second time ; I aay, poll that 
part of yoar line back so that it shall bslen Ibe head, so that 
the body of the minnow shall be almost straight * on yonr 
hook ; this done, try how it will (am by drawing it acroas 
(he water, aeainst a stream : and if it do not turn nimbly. 
lighter left hand, and try 
yoa are in danger to oatcb 
Bsihle Ibr a minnow to tarn 

and bithfiilty unitated in 
mntry, and will be fbond a 
lock of artificial bait8.t 
wing methods, the float ia 
ickle, it ia mocb med liy 



Anglers generally. It ahould be of amaU size, and made of 
light cork, or qoillB, suited to the weight of jonr shot and llie 
ciuTeiit of the stream. 

Of BoUem or WoTm-Fitking. This ia, and lias been froiD 
die eartieec periodB, llie standard inode of trout angling. It 
IB practiaed principallj at Ihn opening and closiag gf tbe sea- 
eon hj Aoglers generally ; bat by some of oar ptBcatorial 
friends, who adjure Sy-fishiug, from the time the trees bod, 
antil antamn scatters their leaves upon (he ground. 

The rod generally ased is from 12 to IS feet in length, foi 
small streams, aod from 15 to SO feet (according to circum- 
stances) for ihe larger. The reel, and other appurtenances, 
should be similar to that described for minnow-fishing. 

Hofland says : " For worm-6shing. your rod should be of 
bamboo cane, and from 16 to 20 feet long, and Ihe line gene- 
rally something shorter than the rod ; but it may be shortened 
or lengthened, according to circumslancea, by your reel. The 
best ^orms for a large tront are tbe lob-^^rm and the marsh- 
wonii, bat with many ADglen the brandling is a great 
favorite. 

" The method of casting your line will depend upon the 
nature of the water; but as a general rule I may say, keep 
the point of your rod, as nearly as possible, perpendicular to 
your bait, steadily following it, as the bait drags along (he bot- 
tom, with the point of yonr rod, and when you feel a bile, let 
tbe Gsh torn before you strike. ]_• ■ ■ 
or deep, a single shot (No. 4) will 
worm; but in a deep heavy curr* 
the same size will be required. I 
with a single hair, and a small n 
reel, line to the length of the rod, a 
■bant 12 inches above the bait, wii 
towards you till tbe line tight^is 
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bendi. Holding the rod firmly in the right hand, let go tiM 
lins, and with a Utile pracdoe joa will find the bait drop 
lightly into the water at Ihe eilieniily »f the rod and line; 
and then, either draw joar line gand;^ acrou the water, or 
cany four bait down the itream, as above directed. The 
eddj by the dde of a mill-tail, or flood-gate, or water-bll, ia 
a good place to try the lob-wonn. The deep hoist near 
overiianging treea and old Mumpa, and thoie parts of the livei 
where the stream haa imdsrmmed the banka, are also the 
haiuta of the largest treat, 

" When the water is discolored by rain, your tackle may 
be strong, aikd you will not easily be aeeu by the fish; bat if 
the water be clear, and the day bright your only chance for 
taking trout with (be worm, will be by using fine tackle, aitd 
keeping completely out of sight. 

" The lob-worm is also used, wtlhoat any shot oa Ihe line, 
er, by dravnng it on the top of the ^nter, 

' "vhen the trout will rise and take 

'ater, as they would the fly; and 
out are frequently taken. 
, is a good bait tin' a trout, dnring 
id August, and may be used, with 
IT two shot-cams, in mill-dama, 
rs, allowing yoor but to nearly 

method of bottom-fishing, with ■ 
II certain sitnalioas and Beasoos, 
tber. The same tackle may be 
r the gentle, i. e. a fine gut bot- 
[ a amall quill fioat, carrying one 

ed battle, and fill it with blue 
ght on newly scattered cow or 
I these files bait your hook, and 
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let it nmriy touch the groand. In thi< maimer I hare conght 
mesy fine tront in mlll-dama, ponds, and deep quiet waters, 
donng Julf and Augiut, when not a single fish woald rise at 
anj kind of artificial fly which could be offered. 1 have uever 
seen the method described b; any author on the subject, but 
I can with confidence recommend it to my brothers of the 
aagle, at those times when the usual baits fail to procore a 
dish offish. 

" When yon have struck a good fish, keep him as near 
die top of the water as posnble, and cany him down the 
Mream abore the weeds, and, if yon succeed in getting him 
into dear water, with a hllle care he is your own." 

Cotton gives the following method of angling by the hand 
with a, ground bait: " And by much the best of all other, ii 
with a line full aa long, or a yard longer than your rod; with 
no more than one hair* next the hook, and for two or three 
lengths above it ; and no more than one small pellet of shot 
for your plumb i your hook little; your wonna of the smaller 
brandlings, very well scoured ; and only one upon your hook 
at a dme, which is thus to be bailed : The point of your 
hook is to be put in at the very tag of his tail, and run up hii 
body quite over all the arming, and still stripped On an inch 
at least upon the hair; the head remaining part hanging 
downward. And with this line and 
are evermore lo angle in the streams, 
than a troubled viater, and always u 
out your worm before yoa wilh a lij 
an artificial fly, where it will be take 
or within a very little of the superi 
almost always before that light plum 
torn; both by reason of the slreani, 
always keep your woim in motion 

tiou, he ihimld in bII cuu uh ton jfut, Ini 
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towards yoQ, aa if yon were angling with a fly. And believe 
ma, whoever will try, aliall find this the beat way of all others 
to angle with a worm, in a bright water BBpeoi^y ; bal IbeD 
his rod mast be very light and pliant, and very true and finely 
made, which, with a skilful hand will do wonders, and in s 
clear stream ia ondoobtedly the best way of angling for r 
trout or grayltog, with a worm, by many degrees, that any 
man can make choice of, and of most ease and delight to the 
Angler. To which let me add, that if the Angler be of a 
constitution that will suffer him to wade, and will slip into 
the tail of a stream, to the calf of the leg or the knee, and so 
keep oifthe bank, be shall almost take what fish he pleases." 
The following pertinent remarks for clear weather, from 
Blaine, should have place in the memory of e?ery lover of 

" Trout are to be taken in clear weather, when Ihey will 

not touch either mianow or fly; and there is certainly mare 

art and aportomanship in fishing with the worm at that time, 

than same people imagine or acknowledge. When to the 

advantage of bright weather are added those of clear and 

shallow streams, much artifice most be employed. Your 

1, (No. 5, 6, or 7,) and yonr 

A wheel will enable you to 

M^asiou dictates; and though 

longer than your rod, yet 

on may by shortening it, get 

keep out of light, for com- 

forgotten — kneel, stoop or 

; and then if you can lightly 

ling, near the likely holds or 

llynear the lop of it, let the 

ivind rough or calm, and ibs 

fish when they are not to b« 
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Frmika givea tbe following plearant mode uf killmg a Iiont 
which ia well worthy of repetition : 

" And now, Theophiltu, I raoet reprove yonr precipitsncy, 
because a great error in jonng Anglers ; be miDdful, there- 
fore, to observe directiona in handling Bud managing jonr 
rod and line, and caulionaly keeping ont of aightj all of which 
precaotions are requisite accomplishments, which of necessity 
□oght to be nndeistood by every ingenious Angler ; and so 
is that secret of striking, which Bhonld never be used with 
violence, because by a moderate tooch, and a slender pro- 
portion of strength, the artist for the most part bath best 
sncceas. Another cantion you mnat take along with you ; 
I mean when yoa observe game to make ont, that is, when 
he bolts, or when he laoncheth himself to tbe almost extent 
of your rod and line, which a well-fed fish at all times, fre- 
quently attempts, upon the least advantage he gains of the 
Angler; be mindlii), therefore, to throw him line eooagb. if, 
provided, you purpose to see his destractioD; yet with this 
caation, that yon be not too liberal. On the other hand, too 
straight a line brings equal hazard, so that to poise yonr fish 
and yonr foresight together, as by keeping one eye at the 
point of your rod, and tbe other be sure you direct on your 
game, which comes nearest the mediums of art, and the rules 
and rudiments of yottr precedent dlrecdons. But this great 
ronod may be easily solved, for if when you discover yonr 
fish feg his fins, yon may rationally conclude he then struggles 
with death, and then is your time to triffle him OQ shore on 
some smooth shelf of sand, luli"-" "in ""»' ImWlir Un^ Ki™ 
before his scales encumber 

" Lest precipitancy spo 
ments and prognosticate, b 
a &ir hansel for a foolish £ 
know, may cost him his 11 
to the grindstone : dance oi 



■ilnit iBpolchra, for npon that lil^, gravelly, shelf of und I 
rewlve to land hitn, or Iom all I hnre. Andnowlhncyluiii 
veuy of life, Msged people that sre weary of infinniliei, yet 
I want coimge to ectcoonter him, leit fearing to lose him, 
whicb if I do I impair ray rapntaiion. However, here ia 
nobody bat trees to reprove me, except iheie rocks, and 
they tell no tale*. Well, then, as he wants no agili^ to 
evade me, I'll endeavor with activity to approach him, ao 
that the difierenca between as will be oidy diis, that he ooreta 
■cqnaiatsnce with bat one element, and 1 would compel him 
to examine another. Now he nms to divert me or MmaeU^ 
but I most invite him nearer home. Sot I fiuicy nooe such 

" Though his fins fag, and his tail wriggles, his strength 
declines, hia gilla knit langnid,. and his mettle declinetb — all ' 
of which interpret tt^ns of anbmission — still, the best nevra 
I bring him is rammoiu of death. Yet, 1st not my raahneat 
pre-engage me to the loss of my game, for, to neglect my ra- 
diments is to min my dongn, which in plain terms, is die 
rain of this resolnts fish, who, seemingly, now meaaores and 
mingles his proportion with more than one element, and, 
doomed to a trance, be proatrates himself on the tnr&ce of 
the calms, dead to my apprehensiim, save only I vrant credit 
to believe him dead, when, calling to mind my fbimer pre> 
cipitancy, that invited me to a 1o«, and so this adventure m^ 
prove, if I look not well about me, to land and atrand Viim on 
that shelf of sand, where I resolve with my rod to sorvey hia 
dimensions. Welcome on shore, my languishing combatant, 
if only to entertain my (Hend Amoldna." 

•PI.. cii._j — I jci 11 — c — „ (jjg pQg( 3qJ Sshennan 

■etl " of hia imaginatinn, 
the fbnnt of inspiration; 
nice^ of a "hair," the 
jly " press of the printer 



and die " catt " of the fronder, lo ■tereotyiie on, or came it 
to " verm " itselT into, the " genilt " affeclioiis of overj true 
jnsctttoml ■portenian, and nuke it ever "Jloal " aronnd the 
" fte("-work of hia memory, giving him " tuoyancy" of 
qsrit, a "full lenglk" of conmge, end a " bibji " of patieDce, 
■uScient to make him matter of hi> " rod," 



And (THdJly iDcki In Ih' snfiiilirul food, 
Than downwud plunf e> with ibe fnsdftil pi 
And bun wiih Jo; ihe little (poll my; 

yv'ah indden ngt he now idoft appeu*. 
And Id bit eye cenvulnve HD^iih bean i 
And now i^Ji. ImpHtienl oftlia woand. 
He mill, Hud writhu hia atwallif body ruvi 
Then heuLlone ehoau beneith the dubi>f Ui 
The trembliDg doe the boiling w«e dirlde ; 
m hope eiaJla the fflaher'a beBting hout. 



Nov, hi 



Then dnn him u> the riiore, ■ 



ifiw b? Coot a Trout. Aa the 
90un diveraiaa and toil, oilen needs 
as a maal of hia own providing iagei 
and Bitii&ctioii, be ahonld be poaaei 
alion, either to prepare, or direct tl 



pMt. Barker, before spokeo of, gives the follaniag appro* 
vA methods, which vrill be found sufficient]/ eptcorean to 
tickle Ihe palate of tha moat dainty, or to briqg into requisi 
tioil tha talent of a most finished Parisian cook. 

" We most have one dish of broyled Iroutsi whan iha en- 
trails are taken out. you must cut them across the side ; heiag 
washed clean, yon most take some iwaei herbs, Ihyma, swoet 
maijoram, and parsley, chopped small, the trouls beiug cut 
somewhat thick, and fill the cuts full with the chopped herbs ; 
then make your gridiron fit to pat them on, being well cooled 
with rongh-snet ; than lay tha trout* on a cbaroocl fire, and 
baste them with fresh bntter ontil you think they are well 
broyled. The saoce must be butter and vinegsr, and tha 
yolk of an egg beaten ; then beat it altogether, and pat it on 
the fish for the service. 

" The best dish of stewed fish that ever I heard com- 
mended of the English, was dreaaed in this way; first, they 
fire, bemg cat on the rides as 
-pan was taken, and set on a 
vaa pat into the slew-pan half a 
snnyworth of beaten cinnamon, 
IS melted, the fish was pat into 
covering-plata, bo kepi stewing 
Ihen taken out of the stew-pan 
four sauca before yon pat it on 
ion on your fish : it was the beat 
commended by noblemen and 
glish fiishion. The Italian, be 
coles, with white wine, clovca, 
A a little ginger ; you must od- 
ewed, the same liquor the fish 
with some sweet butter and the 
ishad for tha service. 
this a alico or two of bacon. 



Though I have been no traveUer, I nrny Bpeiik of it, (or I have 
been admitted into the most aoibawadora' kitchena thai havs 
come into England this forty yean, and do wail on them Mill, 
at the Lord Protector's charge, and I am daly paid for it ; 
Bometimes I see alorenly icalliani abuse gixid Gsh most 
grout;. 

" We mnal have a tront-pie to eat hot, and another to eat 
oold: the lint thing yoa ntnet gain must be a peck of the 
best whenleo flour, two pounds of bnttar, two quarts of milk, 
new from the cow, half a dozen of eggs to make the paste. 
Where I was bom there ii not a girl of ten years of age, bat 
cau make a pie. For one pie, the trouts shall be opened, and 
the guts taken out, and cleaned, and vpashed 't aaaaoned with 
pepper and salt, then kid in the pie ; half a pound of carrauls 
pat among the fish, with a pound of sweet butler cat in 
pieces and set on the fish, so close it up ; when it is baked 
and come out of the o 
spooDsfull of claret win' 
These trouts shall cut t 
" For the other pie, 
will make the 6sh rise, 
pepper and salt, and 
more butter in this pie 
must be filled up wilh 

A common mode ol 
OS before direoied by ', 
and pepper, dredging I 
fiying them in butter. 

Another method is 
nnall quanti^ of Cayi 
and broil them. 

QftheAriificialF: 



monih in ihe jreu, is long since exploded, and alihongli soma 

anthers in England still ammge them according to Ihemontba, 
it is fbond that the; cannot be depended upon as a cmainqr. 
Walton, one of the first anthors who arranged them in Ihis 
manner, in his preiace has these remarks : " That whoresB 
it is said \>j man;, that in flj-Gsbing for trout, the Angler 
most obserre his twelve several flies for the twelve montlui 
of the ;ear ; I sav, he that follows that rule shall be as sore 
to CBlch fish, and be as wise as be that makes hay by the feir 
days in an almanac, and no snrer ; for these very flies that 
Dsed to appear about and on the water in one month of the 
year, may, (he following year, come ahnoeC a month sooner 
or later, as the aama year proves colder or hotter ; but for 
the generality, three or four flies, neatly and rightly made. 
Hud not too big, serve for a trout in most rivers all the ania- 
mer ; and for winter, Sy-flBbing is as useful as an almanac oat 

Barker gives his instmclions in his bvorite vein, thus ; 

Aad nil muds witli backles. In > cloudf iaf 
" But morniiig' aid •Tening'. if the iiyha bright j 



" The hiwlliarD-a; mml 




It wonid be equally sbsord to name any preciae descrip- 
tion of fly for any particiilar month in this country, and per- 
faapa more ao, as ear weather ii more changeable than that 
of any part of Europe- 
There are mai^ kinds of fliea nied both here and hi Eng- 
land, bat two deacriptiong have the preference, and acoom- 
panj all Anglera ai the nniveraal fly, and are coiiseqnenlly 
neceeeary roquisites to a well arranged Fly-Angler'a estsb- 
liahment. The Sed Hacklt, or Soldier Palmer, and the 
Black Haeile, or Black Palmer, are " the Fliei." They ore 
both made in aiarietyof ways, with difierent colored bodies, 
bat with the aame kind of hackle or lega. The moat killing 
kind of the red hackle is made with a red worsted or mohair 
body, wound sronod with gold twiat. The black hackle is 
nted mors particularly in very bright days, when the sun 
shines onobacnred byclooda. It is inadewilh black worsted 
body, and a black cock'a hackle for legs ; the body is some- 
limes wound with ailver twiat, I"**!'-*' ■'" mnt*w snuDma At 
certain limes, oSers additional at 
ject of our discourse. They are 
and of voriona ozes, and are kno 
The body of the red hackle is son 
black, yellow, green, and various 
bodiesi the black, also, with ret 
colors intermingled. They are 
names with sod without wings. 

The Whtte Hackle, or MitUr, 
ering days. It ia made with a 



1 



while dag's hair Ibr legs, and is sometimes varied with sdark 
colored or gold twisl ; also, sometimes with wings and some- 
times wilhoDt. The Oreen Drake is also considered a good 
fij in soma atreami. It a made with a jeltow floaa aOk or 
worsted body, wound with a red or ginger hackle for lega, 
and dark yellow or light green parrot feather (or wings. 

As there are no partjcnlar names given to the different 
VBiietiea of 9ies with oa, the following list &om Hofland, win 
ha of aseistanae to the American flj-fisher, in making op his 
bookofaies. 

The Ckantrey. It takes its name fiwm bring a favorite 
of Sir Francis Chantrej, the celebrated scnlplor. Body, 
copper-colored peacock's herl, ribbed with gold twist; legs, 
a black hackle ; wings, partridge or brown ban's leather, or 
pheasant's tail. Hook No. 9 or 10. 

Hofiand'i Fancy. Body, reddish, dark brown nik ; legs, 
red hackle; wings, woodcock's wing; tail, two or (brae 
No. 10. 

he Dun Drake. Body, fur of 
la silk ; legs, partridge hackle; 
idge; tail, two or dnve strands 
te No. a or 9. 

1 with water-rat's fur, and rib- 
don hen'i hackle ; vringa from 
ng ; tail, two strands of a griz- 
10. 

silk, ribbed with silver twist, 
vings, the dark feather of the 
d short Hook No. 10. 
nn Sy. Body, h'ght bine for; 
, the inside feather of a teal's 
le cock'a hackle. Hook No. 9 
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TKe Pale YilloK Huh. A very kUliug fly. Body, yellow 
mohair, or martin'^ pale yellow fur, tied with yellow talk ; 
wings, the lightest part of a feather from a young atarling'g 
wing. Hook No. 13. 

Tha Orange Dan. Body, red squirrel's fur, ribbed with 
gold thread ; legs, red hackle ; wiags from the starling's 
wing; tail, two fibres of red cock's hackle. Hook Ko. 9. 

The Coackman. Body, coppeiscolored peacock's heri; 
legs, red hacklej wings, from landrail. Hook No. B. 

CoB-Dung Fly. Useful chieSy In dark, windy weather. 
Body, dall lemon colored mohair ; legs, red hackle ; wings, 
from feathers of the landrail or slarling's wing. Hook No. 8 
or 9. 

The Hare' I Ear Dun. Body, the fur of the hare's ear; 
wings, the feather Irom a starling's wing ; tail, two Gbres of 
the brown feather of & starling's wing. Hook No. 10, some- 
times dressed withont the wiak or tail. 

Ednumntn'i Welih Fly. Body, doll orange mohair ; legs, 
die back feather of a partridge ; wings, the feathers from a 
woodcock's wing, 

The Kingdom 
bed with crimson i 



Broom Shiner. 
Deri, twisted apitrt 

Gratiel or Spin 
hsckle ; wings, th 
Also made with a 

The Iron Blue 
light dan hackle ; 

The Great Re 
during the whole 



* 
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and browD, mixed with gold twist ; lega, bright red cock's 
hackle ; wiDgB, ibe light feather of the starling's wing ; tail, 
three strauda ofa red cock's hackle. Hook No. 7. 

Black Oaal. Body, black hackle, or ostrich heri, tied 
with black silk ) wings, the feather from a starling'* wing. 
Hook No. 13. 

Wrm Tail. Aa excellent killer m small bright streams, 
ia alwajs dressed as a hackle Sj. Bodj, dark orange ailk, 
Xrilh wings and legs of a wren'a laiL Although the featheis 
of a wren's tait cannot be properly called hackles, they are 
here used as such, and this remark will apply to oihet feath- 
ers similarly employed. Hook No. 12. 

The Bracken Clock. A kind ofbeetle. Body, peacock's 
herl, dressed full, and lied with pnrple silk; wings, feather 
of a pheasant's breast. Hook No. 9 or 10. 

Red Aiil, in imitatJon of the small red ant. Body, pea- 
cock's herl, made full at the tail, and spare toward the head ; 
legs red or ginger cock's hackle; wings, troja the light 
feather of the starling's wing. Hook No. 9 or IQ. By aub- 
slitutuig ostrich herl for peacock's hert, and a black backla 
mstead of a red one, the black ant may be imitated. 

Tht Sand Flj/. Body, (he turfroma hare's neck twisted 
round sdk of the same color ; legs, a ginger hen's hackle ; 
wmgs the feather from the landrail's wing. Houk No. 9. 

Tht Stone Fly. One of the larger kind of flies used ia 
wmdy weatbar. Body, fiir of the bare's ear, mixed with 
brown and yellow mohair, and ribbed with yellow ailk, the 
yellow color towards the tail ; legs, a brownish red hackle : 
wiQgs the dark fewher of the mallard's wing ; tail, two or 
three fibres of the mottled feather of the partridge. Hook 
No 6 

dy, peacock's herl, tied with dark brown 
ooddu hackle; wings, the brown speckled 
I's back. Hook No. 8 " 



!;-5----^ 
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ed (ni a No. 6 or 7 hook, and winged with die red nunp 

feather of a pheasant, when it is found excelleat as a lake 6j. 

Oreen Drake. Body, yellow flou ailk, ribbed wilh brown 
eilk, Ihe ezlreme head and tail coppery peacock's heri ; 
legs, a red or ginger hackle ; wings, the molded wing of tho 
mallard, stained ohre ; tail or whiak, three hairs from a rab- 
bit's whiskers. Hook No. 6. The nBtural fly appears in 
May and June, in soch vast nombers that the trout becoma 
glotted with them, and grow fat apon their good liriug. 
Somelimea preferred dressed on a No. 4 or 5 book. 

Oreg Drake. Body, white Sobs ulk, ribbed widi daric 
brown or mulberry colored silk ; head, and (op of the tail, 
peacock's herl ; legs, a grizzle cock's hackle ; wings, a mal- 
lard's mottled feather, made to stand nprighl ; tail, three 
whiskers of a rabbit. 

The Black Palmer. This is a standard flr, and its meriu 
are too well known to 
drop-fly in dark, rainy 
Body, ostrich's herl, 
cock's hackle over all. 

The Soldier Pain. 
considered the most 
glen never St up a flj 
some kind for a drop-f 
be used widi success I 
for a bright stream a si 
Sy must be more spar 
very clear, the gold tv 
hackle be tied with n 
a black hackle fur tbi 
squirrel's fur, ribbed i 
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or giDger hackle ; wingi^ the light pnrt of a phewil*a wiog. 
Hook No. 9. 

Cock-a-Aonddu. This fly is a weD known fevorito 
Ihrmighmit the United Kingdom, though not always nmler tfaa 
■ame name. The cock thsl Enrniahes the peculiarly mixed 
deep and red black leather, necessary to make this fly, is in 
great eetimalion. Body, peacock's herl ; legs and wings, red 
and black, or coch-a-bondda hackle. Hook No. 8 or 9. For 
clear streams it is dressed on a No. 13 hook. 

The YiUoK SaUy. Body, pale yellow for, or mohair, 
ribbed ^th &wn colored silk ; legs, a ginger hackle ; mngi, 
a white hackle, died yellow. Hook No. 9. 

Oiiger Hackle. Body, short and spare, of yellow silk ; 
legs and wings, a ginger hackle. Hook No. 8. 

Ornate HaeiU. Body, varied to the water and season, 
mch as peacock's herl, orange silk, &c. ; legs and wing*, a 
gronse hackle. Hook from No. 6 to 12. 

The Dotteril Hackle. Body made of yellow silk; legs 
and wings from the feather of a dotteril. Hook from No. 6 
to 12. This is an excellent fly, and in the north parts of 
to the red hackle, 
ange Boss nlk, lied on with 
ddi peacock's topping ; if 
black cock's hackle wiU 
Qiese mnst be wonnd all 
n snapped oC 
dark blae floss silk, tied 
ick hackle; wings, (ealber 
9 to n." 

tricb herl, rather foil ; legs, 
' of the starling's wing. 
1 m (DliHtj tw tmi]] for Ih* 
>k No. 9 or 10 U recomrMoAei, 
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The foQowing night, and other flies, are from Blaine : 

The Mialy White Moth. Upper wings, the dappled light 
feather of tiie mallard, or any very light clear colored fealheri 
under wingfl, the soft mealy feather of a white owl, or in do- 
&Dlt, any soft white feather ; body, White rahbit's far or 
white ostrich herl, dressed fiill, etid exhibiting a brown head ; 
legs, a white cock's hackle, carried two or three tnnu only 
behind (he wings. Hook No. 3, 4 or 5. 

Tkt Meal3 Brovn Moth. Dpper winge, the dapp]ed 
feather of a mallard, dyed a reddish brown; nnder wings, 
the soft feather of a brown owl, or b soft reddish feather or 
two from the landrail ; body, any aofl brown for, aa of the 
hare, brown hog's down, bear's fur, and the nearest the 
shade is to tan the better, to be dressed moderately toll and 
long; legs, a brown cock's hackle, carried one tam beyond 
that of the preceding fly. Hook No. 3, 4 or 5. 

The Mealy Cream Moth. Dpper wings, the cream coloi^ 
ed feather of the gray owl ; under wings, the Soft feather* of 
(he same a shade lighter; body, any dubbmg or fiir of a cream 
color; legs,a gingerhackle, wrapped three times. Hook No. 
4, S, or 6. 

The Evening White-Winged Harl Fly. Wings, of a 
white fowl's feather; body, peacock's herl, dressed full and 
short; legs, a very minnte portion of red hackle. Hook 
No. 5, 6, 7, or S. 

The Humble Bet. Wings, of the cock black-bird, to lie 
flat ; body, fore part dubbed with 1' ' ' ' ' " 

hinder port of a deep orange; leg 
body with a brown hackle. Hook 

The Largi Blo«. or Fteih-Fly 
looking feather, to be dressed flat ; 
bear's fur, and a very small portio 
witb it, tied with silk of the same, 
jrick ont the dnbbbg to make it loo 
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brown or bUck liackle, dreued two tunu only beliind tbs 

Tht HaxU Fly, or Lady Bird, cnutacaouB wings. A 
mull BtniDpy poFtioD of the red feather of a partridge's tail 
or Uudrail'i wing, to be dreiaed extended; und^r wing, 
Inuupareat looking featber of a hen black-bird, rather longer 
than the former, to be dreiaed thin, and rather lesa extended ; 
body, dabbed thick and roood with dark purple mohair, and 
a imall quandty of brown fur intermingled, which, when 
picked out, form Ihs lega. Hook No. 7 or 8. 

Tht Orl Fly. Wings, a, brown ben'a or a landrail a rud- 
dy feather, to be dreaaed long and close to the back ; bodjr, 
ribbed allernately with dark brown and orange dubbing, add- 
ing anleniue, or honu; legs, a grizzle cock's backle. Hook 
No. 6 or 7. 

tJisHOnon Fly, or Fetid Light Brovn. Winga of a mddj 

cream color, &om the feather of the laodraO, or any other of 

" ' ^ ' ^ ^ long, large, and flat; bodj, aaal'a 

. a reddish brown backle. Hook 

fliei not enamerated in the fore- 
will occaaionajly fancy. On thia 

ial flies required for the practice 
indy esdmated by different wri- 
h Walton, gives a list of twelve 
s frieod Cotton judiciooslj don- 
a century and a half baa since 
as more extended observation 
ppetite in fish for the insect race. 
:ely extraordinary lo find a writer 
intracting the required nambera 
ted and Black Palmers, Red and 
> May-fly, Stone-fly, Gnats, a Red 
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Spinner, and a Moth! A fly-book sofiiniiBhed, might aecan 
a medley of roach, dace, chah, and a few unhappy tnmt, 
which bad strayed out of boonds ; bnt the exhibition of both 
bait and Ssh would not be very creditable to the profesaed 
fly-Gsher. We hare no doabt that many of the flies which 
the books of tome eicelleot Anglers conlain, are seldom 
called into action ; but as they are when collected not vety 
combroQS in carria^, eat and drink nothing, and may now 
■nd then snil the ' lucky occasion,' we see no disadvantage, 
but approve the judgment of those Anglers in being furnished 
with them. In our own fishing practice, we have met with 
nmnerous gratUying proofs of the benefit of an ample store i 
bat infinitoly more have we felt tbe benefit arising from our 
ability to increase our stock from om: own resom^»s, when- 
ever we found occasion so to do. 

Many of the files mentioned will he found nsefid to 
the Angler in this country. They may ba bad at the regolar 
tackle stores, can be made to order, or procured from 
England. Some difficulty may arise should the sportsman 
wish to make his own Siea, in procuring the exact tealhers 
■nd materials as described, but eimilar featbers can be taken 
from many of our birds, or can be dyed the same colors, 
which will answer every purpose. 

Although flies of every descriptio 
principal cities, there are niBuy in dii 
vnho will not be able to procure tht 
most skilful fisher may have Ihe mu 
flies at the beginuing of a day s spor 
therefore, for eveiy brother of this 
always ready wilb hla materials and 
ing the artificial fly. In lact, it is ll 
glers, always to examine tbe waters 
the trees, lo procure tbe latest insecl 



A 



!1 



&11 a prey to the Foracioiu trout, and imitBte nature's bandi 
work on the apoC. 

Gay, the celebrated poet, who was a great proficient in 
Bj-fisUng, in his " Kural Sports,'' ^Tea the following beaoti- 
fhl detcriptioD of fly-making: 
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The follon-ing different directionj, by various author 
vill enable the reader to select a method suited to bis ow 
aate, by which with a little practice and peraeverance, he c« 



mcceed in forming fliei ntilable for hia different fiahiag' 
gronndg, with reiy Ultle tronble. 

HotB to mate lit Artificial Wisgtd Ky.— (Hofland.)— 
" Tbere are several modea adopted in makiDg tba artifcial 
Bj ; one is, to tie the wings on the hook, in the natnrBl pesi- 
tion, in the Grat inalsoce ; aootber method ii, to place the 
feathers for the wings in a reverse posilioD, in the firat in- 
stance, and DBtniall; afterwards ; and the third and last waj, 
isto tie the wings on the hook, after the body ia made, instead 
of beginntDg the fly with them. 

" The most expeditions nay of completing a nmnber of 
flies, is to have eiery neceesarj material arranged immediately 
under your eye^ and every article separate and distinct ; aQ 
the hooka, gnl, or hair, winga, hackle, dubbing, silk, and wax, 
ready assorted and prepared for iiutant Mae. The hooks re- 
quire to be sized for your different flies; the gat reqnires die 
most careful eiaminatiDQ and adjostment; the hackles have 
to be stripped, and the dnbbing to be well mixed ; the mlk 
assorted, and to be of the Goest texture ; and the wings to be 
tied the length of the hook they are to be batened to, in or- 
der that the fibres of the feather ma; be all brought into the 
small compass of the hook. This previona trouble not only 
saves time, hot iosores a degree of neatness that is otherwise 
almost onattainable. 

" Tbe tying of ibs wings is thns performed : a jneca of 
well waxed silk is laid in a nooae on the fbre-Gifger of the left 
band, the wings or feathen are pot on the imder part of the 

the thumb is then applie 
end of the nooae in the n 
d>e noose is drawn quite 
an inch of the kmt, to I 
wing. If the thumb is i 
be pulled away. 
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" Firit Hfithoi—Hov to make the Flf with Ike WiHgi 4» 
the natural pvalien in thtfirit iiutatue. Hold the hook b; 
the bend, with the point downwards, between Ihe fore-finger 
and thumb uf the left hand) with jour waxed Bilk in yoor 
right hand, ^re one or two turns round the bare hook, about 
toidwayi lay the end of the gat along the npper ndo of the 
hook, (if lied on the tmder eidt, the Bj will not swim tnie, 
bat cODtiiniBlly revolve,) wrap the silk firmly nntil yoo get 
within a few torus of the top ; yon then lake the wings, lay 
them along the shank with the right hand, and hold them 
firmly in their place to the book wilh the left hand. Next, 
tie the feather tightly at the point of contact, with two or 
three lorns; cut off'Ihe anperflnoua ends of the feather, and 
tying Ihe head of tho Sy very firmly, you carry Ihe slk aroaod 
the gut beyond the head, that the end of the hook may not 
chafe, or cut away the gut; then retrace the silk, until yoQ 
come lo the tying on of the wings. Divide the wings equally, 
and CBiry Uie silk through the division altemalely. ttvo or 
three timea, to keep the wings distinct Erom each other. Now 
prepare the hackle, by drawing back ihe fibres, and by hav- 
ing two or three lesa an ihe bntt, on the side of the feather 
that comes next the book, that it may revolve wilhoat twist- 
ing away. Tie the butt-eiKl of the hackle close to the wings, 
having ila npper or dark nde to the head of the fly. The 
Scotch reverse this, and tie the hackle with its under side to 
iho head ; and likewise strip Ihe fibres entirely ofi' that side 
which touches the hook. Take the dubbing between the 
Ibre-finger and the thumb of the right hand, twist it very 
thinly about your silk, and carry it around die book as far as 
..„„ i..<.„j •>,« i,.^iri= «. ia.»i In h^ carried, and hold it be- 
be left hand, or fasten it. 
ickle aroond your hook, 
where yon have brought 
I lo finish ^ouT body, by 
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carrjicg over Hba end of the hackle ; and when yon tuvfl 
made the body of eufficient length, fasten off bj bringing 
the silk twice or thrice loosely around the hook, and passing 
the end through the coila, to make all tight. 

" Some finiiih the body of this flj thus : — when the hackle 
is festened, after it has made the legs of the flj, the bare ralk 
is carried to the end of the intended body; dabbing is then 
carried up to the lego and there &stened. 

" Second Method. This manner of proceeding difiera 
from the first in fixing on of the wings. When you have 
&atened the gi|t and hook together, to the point where the 
wings are to be lied, apply the winga to the book, with the 
bait of the feather lying uppermost; when the wings ore well 
festened, pull them back into their natural position ; and 
when the head of the Sy is finished, pass the lilk alternately 
through the winga ; and, having your silk well tied to the 
loota of the wings, (and not over the roots,) the fly is to be 
completed, aa in the first method, having cut ofi* the rooU of 
d>e feather." 

Hov) to make the Hackle or Palmer Ky.— (Bennio.)— 

" Hold your hook in a horizontal p— '•= — — '-'^ •' ' — >- 

dowmwarda, ood the bent of it bet^ 
thumb of your left hand ; and having 
of ailk-worm gnt, and other materiale 
a yard of red marking lilk, well wai 
band give it four or five turns about 
inclining the turns to the right hand ; 
shank, turn it into aoch a loop as jro 
to make for fastening off, and draw i 
of the silk to hang down at each en 
singed the end of your bristle, 1^ th 
of the shank of the hook, as low as 
or five times ronad ; then singing th 
to a fit length, turn it over to iba 1 
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pinching it into a proper form, whip down and fasten off u 
before directed, which will bring both ends of the aXk into 
the bent. After jou have waxed jrour silk ^ain, take three 
or four strBods of oalrich feather, and holding them and the 
bent of your hook aa at fini directed, the feathen to yonr left 
hand and the rooti in the bent of jonr hook, with that end 
of the ulk which jyia have joat now waxed, whip them three 
or fonr timea ronnd and &at8n off; then taming the feathers 
to the right, and twisting them and the rilk widi yonr fore- 
finger and thmub, wind them roond the shank of the hook, 
aliU mppljing the ihort strands with new ones, as (bej fail, 
till JOU come to the end and fasten off. When yon have so 
done, clip otf the ends of the feathen and trim the bod; of 
the palmer small at the extremi^, and fiill in the middle, and 
wax both ends of joar silk, which are now divided, and lis 
at either end of the hook. 

" La; your work by yon ; and taking a strong bold hackle, 
h long, Btraighten the stem caie- 
end between the fore-finger and 
ilh those of the right stroke the 
lat which they natorally lie; and 
; it as before, lay the hackle into 
he hollow (which is the palest) 
very fiist to its place; in dmng 
tie in many of the fibres; or if 
pick them out with the point of 

IS mode Gut, the ntmost care and 
ng it on ; for if you fail in this, 
most begin all again ; to prevent 
ir pale side to yoor left hand, and 
}f the stem down on (be dubbiilg, 
md ; and holding fast what yon 
loose fibres which yon may have 
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taken Id, and make anollier tnm; then lay hold of the faackln 
with tbe third nod fmirth fiogen of joar left band, with which 
yon nta; extend it while von diaeagage the looie fibrea aa 

" In this manner proceed till yoa come within an eighth 
nf an inch of the end of the ahanh. where you will find an 
end of silk banging, aikd by which time yon will find the 
fibro at the great end of the hackle lomething diacompoied ; 
clip these off close to the atem, and with the end of yonr inid> 
die finger preu the item clow to the hook, while with the 
fbie-Gnger of yonr right band, joa tom the ailk into a loop ; 
which when yon have twice pnt over the end of the thank of 
the hook, loop and all, yonr work ia aafe. 

" Then wax that end of the ailk which yon now naed, and 
ttini it over a> belbre, till yon have taken np nearly all that 
remiuned of the hook, observing to lay the tnmi neatly aide 
by side; and laatly clip off the ends of the ailk." 

On making the PalmtT BT Hatkle-Flf, with the eocVt or 
ken'ifeaiker; HoflaDd remarka, " ia aitnply aa deacribed in 
the fore-named method 
the lega and body, taki 
long aa, or rather loi^ 

" Bat in making ha 
those of the snipe, dott 
■tripping off the aapeifl 
ing back a eufficient qii 
the feather by the root 
its oatiude nppermost,) 
yonr mouth, and wet I 
to back. When the gn 
on the feather near to i 
may be tied either at I 
feather twice or thrice 
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or more loops ; ths fibres of Ibe featlier will then lie the m- 
vene waj, cut off the luperflaoiu part of the featbec, thst 
remaini after tying, and Iwiat on the bod; of tbe required 
length -, fiiaten b; two loap*, draw down the fibres of the 
feather to the band, and the fly ia Gniihed> 

" If tinwl, or gold Bod nlfer twiat be required for tbe 
bod; of the fl;, it moat be tied on after the hackle, bnt car- 
ried roond the bod; before the hackle makea the legs. If 
the tinael be required onl; at the toil of the B;, it moat ba 
tied on immedialel; after the got aitd hook are put together; 
the hackle next, and tbeu the bod;, &o. 

" The choice of ;Diir fl; moat depend much upon the na 
tore of the water yen fiih in, and iba state of the weethnr i 
if the water be iidl, and aamewhat colored, your fliea may be 
of the larger and darker kind i i^ on the contrar;, the water 
thoold be low and dear, and the day bright, your fly ahoold 
be (treaaed accordingly, t. «., it ihould be pale in color and 
«pare in the dreaaing." 

O/the different Ftaihert ipoken of. A veiy good imit»- 
lion of the atarling'a wing, which is a plain pale grey, can be 
taken from tbe wiug of a dock, and alio from the wing and 
tail of tbe black-bird. The mallard's wiug, which ia a light 
grey teatfaer, with black apecka, can be nearly imitated b; 
the feather taken from the wing and shoulder of the common 
drake, and also by soma of the light colored feathen of tbe 
game-ben. Aaimilar to the landrail, which ia a palish brown, 
can be sapplied from the woodcock or pheasant. The cocb- 
n-boodda feather ia neither more nor leaa than the black and 
red feather of the cock. 



CHAPTER VII. 
nr THE PIKE JACK, PICKERBL OB HUBCALINSA. 

This, wilh the Trout, may be conndared (be nnireml &b of 
the wotid. It &pp«Bn to inhabit ibe inland waters of bU 
northern conntriea. Wa read of them u iar back a> the 
daf I of BocioDt Borne ; and Ibey have been known in Qei< 
many and Poland fi-om time immemarial. A lale writer on 
natnial Hiatoiy in England, sajs that the^ were Introdnced 
into that country in the year 1537, and that they were aold 
fordoubla thaprice ofalamb; bu"*"' '" '" " 

Dame Julianna Bemera, who live 
fors ths abovemenlioned year, (1' 
■trootioiia for taking him, which ra 
diukni aa to the period in which 
ccoDtry. " Take a codlynge ho! 
freuhe heeiTDg; and a wyre wilh 
it in at the mouth and oat at the t 
the (resaha heeryng t and Ihenne 
after, and draw the hoke into Ok 
yng ) then pat a plnmbe of lede u 



from your h'i.e, and a flote in mid waj betweene ; and cut 
it in a pjtte where the pyke lUTth ; and tliix ia the beete and 
moost HireBt crafts of takyage the pyke." In ail probability 
thej are natives of England as well a» other parts of Europe, 
He is certainly one of the oldett inhabilanlM of oor own 
coantry, as he waa well known to the nativeB, and in >ome 
parts ii itill called by die Indian name of Mnscalinga. At all 
eventB, lie doei not need auch restrJctioDs for his presen'atioa 
HB were a abort time since proposed in the LegislBtnre of the 
Slate of New-York, for the protection of carp in the Hndsou 
river. On a debate for the passage ol a law to protect some 
newlj imported fish of the carp species, a Mr. Blou said : 
" that he was in favor of a term of natUTahzaiiim, not over 
five years, aod so he wonld protect the fishy foreigner. 
St least (or that space of time." This well-timed joke canaed 
ao much merrinient and good feeling amongst the members 
of dte House, that the law of protectton passed with bat iitde 

ryrant of the Waters, the Wolf- 
hark; and certainly, from his 
deserves all these names ; and 
ros as that very peculiar bird, 
lings, and even the jack-plaoes 
er employed to fit np its cage, 
most be very powerful, and 
Uy strong, if all that is add of 



a male, while drinking fi-om n 
th by a large pike, and nearly 
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drowned, bul by ihe aid of m aCteitdaDl, tha mu]e sncceeded 
in getting bis head above water, aiid brought the pike ou 
sbure, still clinging to bia month. Thef have also been 
known to devoiiT young goslings, rata, and mice, and when 
placed in ponds with other fish, hare ■omeliniBa devonrsd 
ihem alt. 

Smith rolBtea the fblloning storj, whicb serves to show 
the " ruling passioa strong in death:" " A gentlemsn was 
once angling for pike, and mcceeded in taking a very large 
one, at which time be wa^ encountered by a shepherd and 
his dog. He made the man a present of bii lish, and while 
engaged in clearing bia tackle, be saw the dog, who bad for 
some time been expressing his satisfaction by the moat une- 
quivocal signs, seat himself tmsuspectinglj, with his tail at a 
tempting proximity to tha jaws of the pike, which soddenly 
caoght at it. It would be impossible to express the tei-ror of 
Ihe dog, on finding such an appendage tniaiCtd upon him ; 
he ran in every direction to free himself, but in vain, and at 
last plunged into the atreain as a last resoarce — bat this waa 
eqnally fnutless. 
fish's teeth, that it 
atruggled over to t 
low the soi&ce. 1 
ter's cottage with 
from his nnwitlin^ 
ligne the latter hat 
teeth into a stick v 

They are know 

that lived to the a 



,rf 
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Ting attached, statiog that it had been placed there in the 
yeu- 1280, makiDg ita age 349 7san. It weighed 350 ponnda. 
The identical ring is still preserred at Manheim. On 
drawing a pool near Newport, (Eng.) one was taken weigh 
mg 170 paunds. Thej are aaid also to grow to a verj largo 



o live to a 



lerygi 



" In 1801," sayi Bl^e, •' a hook, bailed wifli a roach, 
was set in the manor pond at Toddington, Bedfordshire ; the 
next morning a large pike was caught, which wi& difflcol^ 
was got onL It appeared that a pike of three and a half 
poniids weight was first caught, which was afterwards swal- 
lowed bj another weighing thirteen pounds and a halt and 
both were taken. 

"From the size of the fish which have occanonallfbeen taken 
&om within them, there appears to be hardlj any limit to their 
vormntf. One canght in the Iris was fonnd to contain a bar- 
bel of ux pounds, and a chub ofmore than three: these nine 
pounds of food formed nearly a third of his own proper bulk, 
which was 31 1-3 pounds. The cirounutance of two fish of 
■uch dimennons being widun the animal at one time, is a 
proof tliat the calls of appetite in this tribe are of a pecoliar 
kind; they are most imperative bat not incesaanl. The de- 
lire to fill the stomach is aoch that no o&l is refused ; anim^ 
SabslBiices of erary kind, living and dead, are equally well 
received, and sometimes other matter ; for the clay plummet 
of the Angler, the clay and bran balls for gronnd-baiting, when 
he is in one of his gormandLzing moods, are not refused, of 
which many instances have occurred ; and it is at such times 
that he dashes at large fiies on the water, prompted to it pnh 
bably by his habits of receiving there many aavorj morsels, 
in the shai»e of rats, mice, and frogs, as well as the young of 

IB, and other aquatio birds, which he is 

u readily as Gab." 

in our streams, ponds, aod lakes, &om one 
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extremity of ths DiiioD to the other, and do not materiallj 
difibr from the Bame ipeciea in other countries, and, ai the 
Yankee would saj, will live as long, eat as mnch, and grow 
ai large, aa in any other place on airlh. The largest within 
recollection waa taken in one of our western lakes, and 
weighed 46 pounds. 

They increase in size faster dtan any other fish known. 
Block, a German anihor, sajs, that " in the first year they 
grow from eight to ten inches, in the second from twelve tn 
fimrteen, and in the third from eighteen to twenty." 

They are observed by Walton to be " a solitary, melan- 
choly, and bold fish ; melancholy becaose he always awima 
or rests himself alone, and never swima in shoals or wiA 
company, as the roach aitd dace and most other fish do, and 
bold b«caase he fears not a shadow, or to see and be seen, 
as the trout and chub, and all other fish do." Radler sorrr 
company for any kind 
to Benoie, who says t 
abundance of fish, in i 
was a carp weighing ' 
out of him. Poor sati 
tribe to promenade di 
mal, and to have Oie p 
once without sauce, 
piece out of the back ■ 
the song goes, 



Sitting down playing 



No wonder they have 
ahoold stay by tbemi 
all means, and keep a 



for the well set appetite c^ man, uutead of the abaipened 
teeth and ausatiable deaires of one of tlieir own speciea." 

Thejr geoeralty apawn in the monflia of March and April, 
and Rometimes, in same parts of tbe country, as eariy aa 
February. Their colon, nhen in good water and ondeF fs- 
Yorable cirenmstances, are eiceedingly beauriful Smith r*> 
marks that " during the height of the seasoa, their colors ara 
extremely brilliant, being green, divernfied with bright yel- 
low spots; at the close of the aeason the green fades to a 
grayish hae; aikd the yellow apoca become laint and im- 
distinct" 

They are food of adll, shady spots, Duder and near the 

weed called pickerel-weed, and appear to grow better and 

larger in ponds and lakes than in swift numing streams. In 

the extreme heat of summer, they are often found near the 

BUrfsce, wh«v they are aometimea taken mth a wire nooae, 

attached to a long pole. They are so bold that (hey will often 

take a bdt after breaking their hold a few minutes previoos, 

and they have been taken in several instances with a nnmber 

of hooks imbedded in tbe fleah in the inside of their mouths. 

■ ' ' iep boles, and under rocky 

1, &c., from which places 

ire readily taken by spear 

nail live fish for bait. At 

ance is somewhat changed, 

their spots of a darker hue. 

nee of tbe pike and jack is 

^ty ; during the summer 

e Bome^vhat torpid, which 

1 the pike economy, seeing 

Ota of the fieh, for they must 

ciation from the effects of 

is fortonate, for were the 

could escape ; but during 
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Ae nmuner they are listless, and aScct tbe Biir&ce of the 
water, where In warm aimny weather :hey Beem to btuk in a 
aleepy state (or honrs together, mid at these timea frequently 
get ensnared by tbe wire halter of the poacher. It ij not a 
little remarkable, also, that smaller fish appear to be aware 
when this absliiient state of their foe is OD him; for they who 
at other times are evidently impressed with an iustiuctive 
dread at bia presence, are vow seen swimming aroaitd him 
with total nnconcem. At Ifaese periods, no baits, however 
templing, can allure him ; but i>n the contrary, he retreats 
from every thing of the kind. Windy weather is alone capa- 
ble of exciting the dormant powers ; and then, if a cool sharp 
lH«eza spring np, he may aometiniea be templed to mn ; 
bat even then be will rather play with the bait, and may be 
•een even sailmg aboal with it across his mouth ; after doing 
which he commonly ejects it. This inaptitude to receive 
food with the usual keenness, continues from the lime they 
spawn, until the time of their recovery from the effects of it; 
and thtis pike and jack fishing are not productive of much 
sport between March and October, unless an occasioual 
breeze should blow a hungry fit on them ; and it is thus also 
that when they are attempted between these periods, the 
experienced fisber often at once commeBces his pmctice by 
■nap-tackle. 

" We are disposed to think that (be decreased voracity of 
^ese fish during the heals of summer, is in aome measure 
likevrise influenced by the increi ' ' "' ' 

animal thrives best in frigid climei 
ceed within c«1ain limits, the larg 

die length of four or live feet ; am 
cold w^ers of Lapland, also dJsap; 
henburg, in geographical distribu 
It is no wonder, tberelbre, that oi 
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to iht equator ahcHild mmerre his powen, paidcolaily dnriug 
ibe Bammer beat*." 

In thu coontrj. generally speaking, except in the more 
■ouEheni paru, the habits of the pike, although very Bimilar, 
are not quite >o indolent a» thej ire in England. In the 
northern parU of the States of New-Yoi^c and Fennsjlvania, 
and the more nonfaem slates, where the climate is colder than 
that menlioued b; Blaine, Ibe; are freqaently taken in fine 
conditloii, and with the usnal qoaulity of sport, in the months 
of Aognst and September. Generall; speaking, fba mondis 
of September and October are found to be the best monthe, 
tuid in many parl« of the country, aSbrd (b.o Angler as moch 
true enjoyment and diversion, as any other of the Dumerous 
modea of piscatorial auuisemont. 

Tbe streams and poods cODtaioing them are abundant, and 
furnish immense quantities. There ia perhaps more angling 
for the pike tlian for any other of the fiuay tribe, insomoch 



the pike, from the moderate siio 

I of taking them in the ponds and 
ih or bamboo, about 12 feet long, 
ntaining from 50 to 100 yards of 
nth a small Gsh, or the leg or 

bait The hook, wbich should 
mon, from No. to 5, according 

attached to strODg gimp or wire, 
ir spring and autumn fisbiag, and 
ke are shy, atrong twisted gut is 
ling, the addition of a Bwivel 
Soat, wilt be found necessary, 
narks: " Mr. Nobbs, with more 
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trafh than good taste, has obseired, that if yonr hoolc Bsd 
line be good, you may make shift with an indifferent rod; 
and he seenu to ridicule ' those precise craf^men wba spend 
their time in admiring their inatnimeata ; ' for he adds, that 
he has 'often pat a ring on bis wallting-fitick, and with his 
line thus monntsd, has killed bia pike ; ' and do one doabta 
him. We have also beard a boy diacourse sweet muuc on a 
jen'a-liBrp', and yet. somehow, jews'-harpa have not super 
seded the n«e of the violin, which is passing strange ! 

" We sball not, however, bare much diEGculty in persoad 
ing the tme Angler that an appropriate rod will not only add 
to tba BDCcese of his practice, but will render ibat practice 
more convenient and agreeable than otherwise. It will cer- - 
tainly be more professionally cbaracterisdc In the rod or 
tods naed for jack fisfaing, the method lo be employed, the 
nature of the water, and tbe probable size of tbe fish, are all 
mattera necessary to be taken into account. In live-bait 
fishing, and in trolling, a rod of nearly similar length and di- 
mensions is required; but in snap-lishing, one of greater 
strength but diminished length is generally employed. In a 
very wide water, considerBble length of rod is necessary for 
the pnrpose of reaching tbe probable haonta of the fish, and 
making a cast over tbe reeds or sedges which frequently skirt 
the banks and edges of some waters, 
siderable length, tbe bait oflen folia si 
its object, but gels torn by &lling w 
tbe reeds ; and an opening between 
situation for jack,) either in rivers ( 
reached withont a length rod. A j 
the intended sport, not only odds to 
lice, bnt likewise to the success of i 
wMcb, it must be conceded, that in 
is more the method of the Angler thi 
fliat is essentially reqnisile to hia spa 



w 
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A» pike angling hat become n bvorice practice with maiif 
■portameo, batb in thia country and Europe, the piu-ticular 
directions, practice, and iaitmctiouB of the beit, will be se- 
lected fjr the benefit of those not imtjated. The following, 
from the la»t mentkiaed writer, the reader can adapt to bia 
pecoliar aitualion. compared wilb the localitieB mentiuDed. 

" The rod or rods, for both live-bail fishiog and trolling 
in the rivers nf the aoutheco parts of the kingdom, maj ba 
made Ihronghont of bamboo ; but a rod so luade most b« 
composed of the very beet poeuble materials ; in which case, 
in good hands, it will be full; equal to land any pike that does 
not exceed eight or ten poands iu weight. But wbete pike 
jn^ probably be met with of heavier weight, the butt and 
lop at least, should be of some solid wood ; Ibe fonner lauj 
be of willow,* for lightness, and the latter of any tough, coD- 
deneed wood, at the discretioa of a good rod maker, lur- 
moouted with one-third whalebone. 

" For the lochs of Scotland, the lakes and meres of Eng- 
lish ooonliea, known to contain pike from 15 to 20 pounds, or 
more, in weight, the rod must wholly be formed of solid 
wood.t But eveu here we recommend that the bntli be 
bored, both to lighten, and also to contain oaa or two spare 
tops, which it may very well do without weakening it 
Every trolling rod should he fitted up with at least one 
spare lop, but it may with still more propriety have 
two. One should be made shorter and stronger than 

* The bntli of rodi lold U th« gihing-tukk Aoni, ue unuJIj nud* 
of mtple, and (he tops of lEtQce-wood, whicK ie e food arnnffeBeatof 
woods, the forDler beiag perfectly Btroi^ tad oDlid, and the iHtlsr tDU^ 



die other, to -vary the Eihing accordiag to cirdrtastnteea, 
■nd likewise to enable the Ao^er at a dislanca from his 
■lores, tn htiTe recourse to BDSp-fishing. if be find (he jack 
dain^ i this purpose may, however, be still more effectually 
answeml by a second top, mode wholly of whalebone, 
and less than half the len^h of the other. Where the angling 
mania has possession of a traveller, aa it had of oarselTsa, it is 
of mocb importance that an article should be capable of be- 
ing conrened into many pnqioses. By such a rod as we 
hare jnal descrilwd, he m^ troU in every water in the king- 
dom ; nay. he may extend his Gahings to the eaarmons pike 
of the Canadian lakes, muled over with rhomboidal scales, 
■nd yet he may not return without a auccewlbl run. 

"Captain Williamson says, that ' the spare top of an ordi- 
nary bottom-rod, which is occasionally employed for jack 
IroQinf , shoold be firm, and not too pliant, so that it will beai 
■ weight of four ponods hong to the hook without breaking.' 
Mr. Baiter on this head, says: ' I have two lops to my troll 
ing rod, ivhich I always carry with me, in case of breaking 
•ne, &c. ; one is made very flexible of wood, and a whale- 
bone top, about two feet long; to this, for strength and aeca- 
rity. I have a ring in the wood part, as well as the large one 
at the whalebone top; this top 1 alviafB ase when trolling 
widi the gorge-bait, or when fidiing with live bail ; the other 
top i* made wholly of stoat whalebone, abont one foot long l 
this I use oidy when snap-Gshing, for which it is well adapted 
by its anperior strepgth and stiffness.' 

" The length of the ro^ •■"- ii""-i™^' fi.i.!-~ -~i .~.iii,.™ ™«. 
VBiy from 15 to 17 fee 
wood and workmanshif 
no case too much ; and 
over, one of 16 or IS f» 
Tkt King! or Gui 
should be much larger 
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tndiir apart, taj from two to three feet from each other. 
The lolid rings, or patent goidea, as thej are called, and d>e 
patent tip or end, sbonld be preferred. 

The manuer of baiting, where a sin^ hook is osed, for 
live or dead bait-fishing, is the same as that before deacribed 
for troaL 

Tie BoUcm-Taeklt is sometiiiies fitted ap with swiret 
traces, which Blaine ihiu deaciibea : " The tingle, it thus 
made : to aboat ID or 12 inches of gimp, add a boaWwivel 
at ODe end, and a loop at the other; the hook of the swivel 
will receive the loop also of the gimp-hook, and the gut loop 
will receive the reel line bj a draw bow-knot, which it will 
be pmdflot occasioaally to eiamina, when the reel line nsed is 
one either of hair, or silk end hair, as soch knots made in 
them sometimes loosen, bat in the plaited silk this never 
happens. It will be Decessar^ to add ttiree or fbor swan 
shots to the trace, or otherwise a dlp-lsad,* either of wliicb 
sbonld be fixed just above die swiveL Note here, that it is 
naceasar7 to add some weight to aU the fiah-bail beyood their 
own: the intention of which is, that the increased resistance 
to the water, made b^ this means, occaHona an increase in the 
velod^ of their spiimiag, bj way of counteraction. 

" 7%e Double iSvivsJ- Trues, is made by nulling two 10 
inch lengths of gimp by a Imx-swivel; to one end of this 
trace, add another swivel of the hook kind, loop the remain 
ing end, and finish by adding to the trace by way of ballast, 
either awan^hot or a dip-lead. Note, that in the application 
of these traces, it may be sometimes more convenient, in 
stead of making a loop for receiving the hook-loop, to wUp 
ika Vr-A, .> .n.^1. tn iha ■"ice, and Qo* may be more partico- 

tacbed to SJicb sod, dLtpeotijif vllti lb« 
nt^md by Americui Ao^lBri \ snd itko 
el Ou iwinli is oftsn anitlsd, ud ■ 
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larlj propel when the water u ehallow. On this snbject, 
Salter saya: ' In the Btmimer montlu, when the water geu 
low and bright, Irom a condnnance of dry weather, I have 
fbnnd, when I nied tnmea made of the choicest twilled gut, 
inatead of gimp, and hooka alao tied (a twisted gut, tLat 1 
have killed more jack and pike, either when trolling nith the 
gorge, or live-bait Sehing, than I coold if I nsed gimp. This, 
yon are to observe, i» oaly daring the aunmier, when jack 
and pike are not much on the feed, and the water ia very 
bright — they seem shy of coane tackle ; but not so in winter 
and spring, for they are then well on the feed and the water 
it generally somewhat discolored, at which time and sessons 
I beUeve jack and pike woold take a baited book if it was 
tied 10 a clolhea' line or rope." 

Another mode of taking the pike ia by baiting with a 
small fish on the gorge^aoi, which Hofland aays ia " either a 
doable or single hook, fixed on a twisted brass wire, sad loaded 
on the shank with lead, to which is attached a piece of gimp, 
eight or ten inches long, at the end of which is a small loop. 
To bait this hook you must have a brass needle, about seven 
incbea long; put the loop of iLe gimp in the eye or small 
curve of the needle ; thee put the point of the needle in at 
the mouth of the fish, and bring it out at his tail ; bring tbe 
gimp and wire along with it, the lead being fixed in the beUy 
of the bait fish, and the hook or hooka lying close to the oat- 
ndeof the mouth; then turn tbe points of the hooks towards 
lus eyes, if a double book, but if a single one, directly in a 
Une with his belly ; next tie the fiah's tail to tbe arming wire 
very noady with a strong thread. To tho line on your reel 
you must attach a gimp trace 2i inc"""" '""" t™^"" = •^^•r'J 
at each end, and one in tbe middl 
■he end of yonr line, ia lo be boo 
baited trace, and yon are ready for 
" When yon ore tbua prepared. 
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b«lare yon, then cast it on each tide, and let &e third throw 
be BcroBB the nrer, or as far aa jaa can reach ; Blill letting 
tne biut &U lightly on Ute vater. In each caat let your bait 
bll Bcarlj to the bottom; then draw It ap gently towards 
yoa, and again let it sink and lise till yon dnw it ont of the 
water fiir another cast. 

" The farther you throw yonr bait if die water be broad, 
(provided always that it fall ligblly,) the greater yonr chanca 
of mccess, so that yoa are not interrupted by weeds, roots of 
trees. Sic. ; and if the water ahonld be very weedy, yon will 
be compelled to drop yonr bait into deep clear openings. 

" When yon feel a mn, lei yonr line be perfectly free, and 

allow the fish to make for his haunt without check ; and 

when be stops. gi%'e ont a little slack line ; by your watch 

give him ten miontes to ponch the but before you atrike, 

which you may then do, by first gently drawing in yonr slack 

line, and then striking gently; but sbonld yonr fish move 

liaunt, give him line, and he will 

he move a second time before 

strike, and you will most likely 

' been playing with the bait, yon 

I bare been so serred once or 

ly snap-tackle. 

led your fish, he cannot easQy 
;kle is strong, tmless he is very 
orach line, but hold him &st and 
im bat a short struggle for his 
1 net for landing a large pike, for 
I his bite is mnch to be dreaded, 
rither gaff or landing-net, seize 
IT and thniob into his eyes." 
igled tor with worms, when die 
tnmsmall. Blaine says: 
Is a species of llve^bait angling, 



I thatwB and olben h&Te aometiiiieB practiMd with anucees, 

• particiilarlj where amall jack are nDmeroiu, in ditches and 

dfkeg, in manhes, &c. In oar worm-GBhiag for jack, wa 
have iband the brandling the most sncceaful of all the vario- 
tiea, and our practice ha» tunally been to emploj two at a 
lime on a Nd. 3 or 4 hook ; we however did not nee the 
common wire hook, bat the barbed or Btronger kind, by 
which means the strength was iacreaaed, though the appear- 
ance was not rendered more formidable. And note, Ibal thia 
kind of book may be pradentlj used in all the various me- 
thods to be detailed, when single books of small size are re 
quired. Uae a float correspondent to the nature of the water; 
and if that be moderately deep and at all ruffled, let the float 
be a small sized cork one ; but when the aor&ce ia not dia- 
torbed, oee a porcupine's qnill, for the finer the tackle, the 
greater the chance of success. Retire as &r as possible from 
the banks, and stiike tolerably quick, at least after the aecond 
tog is felt, by which lime the jack has nsuolly got the worm 
witbin the throat." 

Idvt-Bait and Snap 
of sport with many Aug 
count of the spice of inhu 
tared, by attaching the 
a bite from the all-doTOi 

game requires particiila 
□f baiting, fmm Blaine, 
most testidioos membei 
" One of the most si 
hook ooder die back fii 
mclnding a small portio 
fish will not be materia 
■Iroag, and show itself. 
ibe struggles of ibe Gsl 



of ajack,haiofteDfbrued thebsit (rain die Book; loprevent 
which, a thread hai been carried roaod ihe poial of Ibe book 
on one ude, and beiog paued ouder the belljr, haa beeo fas- 
tened to the ihank of the other Ada; bal Ibia defbmu the 
Cih, ami icjorea ita vitality, it i> Iherefbre not an eligible 
practice : its object may be obtained in a more eSectOBl 
manner, ihiu : instead of one, make me of two strong bat 
small books. No. 3, 4 or S, according to the size of the bait ; 
bang each of Ibese lo a small piece of strong gut, of three 
inches ia length, aikd loop each end. Introduce each of these 
hooks a jvrj little remoTed from each other, onder tbe dor- 
sal Gn, one on one ude, and ibe other on tbe other side ; this 
done, if tbej are criticallf placed, these two loops will meet 
so eiacll; aa to be received into die loop of tbe trace-lines, 
without dragging one side more than the other. This me- 
thod, we can venture to promise, will preteut tbe escape of 
the but, and is, aa we believe, much more efiective in taking 
the prejr also. 

" The Saap-Baii varielf is seldom chosen in pike-fiabing 
bj preference, but is rather forced on tbe fisber, in the spriog 
and sommet mouths, when tbe pike and jack are not niQcb 
on the alert in taking baits. On the coutraiy, if one of them 
does aei^e a bait at these dmea, be ia apt to pouch or gorge 
it, bat after roving about with it in bis month for some 
time, be ejects, or blo»i it out, as Anglers term it. Snap- 
filbing, we may add, intermixes itself with live-bait fiahiog, 

a snap mode of atrikiag the pike to the other methods ; we 
have therefore a live-snap and a dead-anap, and now and then 

„ — 1...1 in :.j aiiiod to a goigo-book in trolling, and 

■8. In all cases, therefore, if tbe bait- 
be depeikded on, and tho rod be suffi- 
tboda already described, and such a* 
made snap-fisbing, bj simply striking 
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the fiali at once, iiulead of allowiiig Mm to take the bail hwh; 
to fail bold ; the principal, and indeed the only difference be 
iog, tliat when we go out with the intent of snap-angliag, ooi 
hookfl are large, and aoght to be atrong also, and oar rod iB 
atrODg and short. 

" Direction! /or making a Live Snap-Bait. Take two 
atroog hooks, of size No. 3 or 4, according to the strength lA 
their make, as well as the size of the bait : tie each to abeat 
aa inch and a qoarter of fine twisted wire, and ag^ tie these 
two vires together, including in the tie a hook* No. 8 or 9, 
and also eight or ten iucliei of gimp, which loop at die other 
end: but in (he taring, place the large books, cootrariwiBe, so 
that one may point towards the bead, and the other towards 
the lul of the bait-fish, which will greatly increase the chance 
of anccesa when using it. To apply this, enter the small 
book imder the back fin, and allow one of the two large 
books to apply itself close lo one side of the bait, and the 
other to be sinularly placed on the other, bat with the direc- 
tion of their points revened. We bare often, even when the 
■priug-snap has been in onr book, made ose of this more sim- 
ple plan in preference, particalarly ^here otir only baits were 
gudgeons. A good sized roach or dace can conceal the snap, 
but it ia hardly applicable ia any way to a small fish. 

•' Dead-Bail Spring-Snap. T' 
rather to the dead or living bait ; 
more applicable to the former, as 
on ihe bait to offer a resistance eqi 
the benefit is lost : such a hold ii 
and soon destroys it. Nobaitansi 
of the spring^snap, as either a roi 

• ThoH bwki ihouLd be Ued oeat i 



■ocoDnl of the breadtli of (hrir figures i but to rither or theae^ 
and (o tlie roach particii]sily, it can b« readily and canTe 
nieiidy attached. Chooiie a freak dead roach, ot from diree 
to five ounces ; insert the small book of ibe spring as above 
directed (or the common soap, but a little deeper, so as to take 
a firmer and deeper hold, thui when applied to the living 
one. If the apparatus, from its die, most project berand lbs 
line o! the fish form, let it be above ; but bj no means alloH 
the head ot (he hooks to appear under the ventral sorfiice. 
The figures Nos. 1 and 5 on Plate Mo. 3, exhibiting the snap 
sprang and onsprong, fiimish a suffioiaot exempliBcatiaii of 
its mode of action ; in seizing of the bail, (he pike or jack 
draw the hooks out of the detaining frame, and in conse- 
qoeace tbej immediately expand and fix themselves into the 
jaws of the fisb which has seized it. 

" O/Ote Hooki IK Snap-Fi§hing. We mnst again say, it 

is of great consequence that those to strike the pike be so 

nliu-nri M In aatiW i<li»r thflmselves ; if, (henrfore, it is ex- 

sj shall support and pl^ tbe 

ment to disengage themselves 

much is expected of them: 
■ee, to strike at once into the 
t (o be bnritd deep in the bodj 
r to relieve this strain on the 
les a small hook, which then 

to disengage themselves: for 
f the action of plapng the fish. 
It is on this principle that the 

1 formed, and where they have 
dependent of the snap-hooks, 
through the centre of (fae body 
7 under the skin only, so that 
in of the bait may readily tear 
ie stroke of the Angler and his 
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prej, dM coiueqneiice of vhich is, that the booli or hooka 
inuneiliately disengHge thetneelTes from the bait, Bod peoe- 
iratiiig the mouth of the pike, they letain Mm. 

" The Bait iting proptrly jixed, cast it lightly into the 
water, with the line drawn oat to Iwo-thinis the length of the 
rod, obaerriog to make the firat cast in ihore, but be as 
much conceolod aa pouible from view. If tucceae does not 
follow du*, extend the throw farther into the water, and to 
do that with effect, give the impulalve awiog of the bait with 
the aame length of line aa before, bat have in addition a yard 
or two of 1oo«e line iu the left band, which aa the bait fUei 
forward, loosen qrucUj from the hand, and aa it arrives at its 
deattnatiDn, drop the point of the rod. which will eaae the 
but into the water without injury to itaelf. or alarm to the 
[nke. The attetnpta of the live bait to make for the weeds 
or the ahore, must be couDteracted by diawing it back or 
giving it a new directioD, end as it flags in litelineas, tliaadatt 
it by ahaking the rod a little, which often tlimulatei the jack 
also to strike the bait. Lt drawing up tbe bait to remove it 
to a now sitnation, 
time watch tbe wa 
to follow on itaatb 
ia percsired, by nc 
into the water, aik 
below the surface 
keep die float in si 
particularly in the 
and water are botl 
(null chance of ap 
wind behind ; the 
gelher, the other v 
ann, you moat at 1 
your own shadow 
month* of FebruBi 
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little CDiueqnence, but il u otherwise ia the spring and mm- 

" Be care/ul not to miMtaic the moliotu of the iaiitbr tboM 
which BTo maAe by Iha pike or jack when seizing it. With 
the experienced Angler there i> no danger in this, bat one leu 
initjated might be apl to ftll into the error, particularly ■• the 
mare sight of the jack wili tometiineB moSce the bait thmw 
hiniaelf out of water to avoid his dreaded foe. The proficient 
at Bocb a time will do nothing more than gently move bis 
bait as though it were going to leave the spot, which alone 
will sometime* occasion the jock (o seize it at once. The 
ieizore of the bait by the pike i» marked by the fioat, which 
is not thrown up, bat on the contrary is drawn violently 
down, and the water ia likewise observed to andolaia, onleM 
the bait be seized at a considerable depth. Be prepared for 
thu with a free line as regards the reel ; it is also a good 
plan to have in the left hand a yard or two of loose line to 
give out as the pike runs, which is iDGnilely preferable to al- 
lowing it to be pulled by the fish himself from the reel ; 
which alone, with a pike not well on the feed, will cansehim 
to reject it. Whatever line, therefore, ia required in the pro- 
gress of the Gsh to his hold or haunt, veer it out by the hand, 
and such hold is seldom far off, and he will when there, stop 
to gorge the bail. 

" ia itrikng, let not impalienee tempt you : wait tlotil 
yon are certain that the pike has actually gorged Ihe bait; 
otherwise your sliglit hold on yonr bait and prey will tear 
away, and you will lose both at the same effort. The pouch- 
ing time is by no means definite, but is regulated by circum- 
stances : thus, haviog satisSed yourseK by Ibe previous still 
□esi of the pike or jack, Ihat he is gorging, and by bis again 
I retreat (which wgnal you must look for) 
' done ao, give your line a smart hand 
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(troke, nfaich will fix tbe barlM into the maw beyond the 
power of qection." 

Trolling for Piie. Thia method, the last given, ii pei^ ' 
hape tbe beat of the aerie* of the different contriTancoi for 
taking this species of game. It ia generally practiced in two 
ways, by roving or drawing the liiia from tbe ihors, or by 
trolling the line gently from a amaU aail-boat or akiff, with an 
attendant, to be guided by your direclioDi. With a stiff rod, 
reel, and other tackle, wilboat a 9oet, aa before deicribed, 
^ latter method, vrilh a good groond and large game, ie de- 
cidedly at the top of pike-angling. Whether on abore or in a 
boat, tbe manner of proceeding Bboold be the aame. 

Of Bank-TToUing, Blaine, the beat authoritj', has tbe fol- 
lowing: '* The method oi\olirag the rod differs in the prac- 
tice of different Anglera, some grasp it firmly in the right 

hand, and depend on lb~ -' ■■■ -' '"— ■ '-- ^*'' — '-- 

the bait oat to its eitei 
better method ia thalof 
or Blomacb, or whereve 
(we always oae oar hi[ 
ertion is saved, the bai 
Ae Angler is accoetomc 
direct it vrithin a few ii 
placed, and the bait Kw 

which as tbe bait is cas 
it rather slsnlingly; b; 
forward, wllb a natural 
the lead.' When deli' 
ner of tbe motion, abou 
removing it quickly fr 
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both pike and jack often fuUow (he bait, and seize it at me 
momeol it rises lowardB the aur&ce, fearful it ia going to 
throw itself out of the water to avoid the pursuit. 

" IVHeii yon kave a nm, or in other wonls, when a pike 
or jack has seized your bait, lower the point of llie rod to- 
wards the water, and at the mme time draw the line grado- 
0U7 from the reel with the left hand. *o that nothing may 
impede or check the progress of the fish in uorrying the bait 
to its hold in order to poach it; do not strike nntil he has had 
possession of the bait about seven minntea, or till the line 
■bakes or moves in the water, then wind up the slack line, 
and tarn the rod, so that the reel may be uppermost instead 
of ondemeath. then strike, but not with violence." 

Taylor offers an excellent practical remark on striking, 

when he says: " The pike will us soon as he has seized ft 

bait, ran to his hold to pouch ot swallow it ; allow him tbers- 

fore five minutes to do so, (anises die line slackens before that 

time, which is a signal that he has already done it,) and then 

strike. But if after he has ran off with the bait, he makes 

scarcely any stay with it at his hold, but goes off with it again, 

" "■"''""'" ■'^' '■ ha* rested a second thne 

ites; but if he shonld run 

inutes are expired, draw ■ 

hat " when yon see a great 
igfrom the spot where yon 
iae, the jack is lying, you 
eing a certain sign that be 



" if it ahonld be a large Gsh, and the place open, give more 
Hoe, and do not poll hard al anj time, onleea yotir tackle 
ahonld be in danger of entangling sinoag weeds or buahei , 
and when tliia i< the caae, the atmoit caution ii necMgaiy 
leat the rod, line, hook, or hold, should break. When com- 
pletely eihaORted, and brongbl to ihe aide, take it up with a 
net, or fix a landing-book in it, either through the upper lip or 
nnder jaw ; or, if in want of either of theee, put your thumb 
and finger into iu eye*, wbtcb ia the moat safe hold with ibe 
hand." 

It is also moat jndicioualy remarked by Mr. Salter: 
" When yoQ bsTe hooked a jack or pike, and played him till 
he ia quite ezhauBted, and you are drawing him ashore, make 
it a rule to Hoot bim on bis aide, and keep the head a litde 
laiaed above the nir&ce of the water, that the nose or gilli 
may not hang to or catch hold of weeds, &e., while you are 
dma engaged bringing your prize to the ahore ; for Borao- 
■ time* yon cannot avoid drawing it over or among the weeds j 
and I have aeen a pike touch aod gel eotanglecl in ihia way, 
and before it could be disentangled, it recovered from its ei- 
haujtion or stupor, and occasioned uiuch trouble and hazard 
before it coald again be subdued. 

*' Hln a pike hat been broaghl to land, the inexperi- 
enced should be warned to be careful of bis jaws, and to ob- 
•erre that after he appears wholly eibauated, be can yet bile 
severely. He can also, if be be not immediately stonned, 
make Ms way agun to Ihe water i 
jumps, of which we wimeesed a 
The pike being stunned, it become 
gorge-hook from the maw. To dc 
and Bet the hollow of yoiir foot be 
your spud virench open his monll 

follDotn r>r buc Wtlton. 
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gorger. If the hooki are in the maw, u they usually are 
under the gorging lyatem, opoa the fish'a atoiuach about the 
middle, aod you will be opposite to or rather under the 
poiuta, K that your gimp will be aafe. Cut sway the parts 
that are hooked, and niultpping the knot that hold) the gimp 
to the reel line, draw your bait, hooks, and gimp, all throagh 
the aperture made in the stomach. This will diaSgare the 
fish lesB than catting down Ihe jaws, until the hook can be 
gut oat through the mouth. It is a good plan in troUiug to 
be prorided with two or three sticks of varioos leogtha ; one 
of these will assist to prop open a jack's mouth, while the 
Angler is attempting the extraction of the hook, but by no 
means tnist your fingers in his mouth unless he be gagged." 
la addition to the commDU pike, jack, or pickerel, the fol- 
lowing iwtice of difierent species, by Flint, in his History of 
the Missisuppi Valley, may be interesting to the reader. 

" FUe Efts. We have noted many species of pike in 
fha nhui siul MiuHainni anj their waters. They Bra called . 

ih, and perfectly resembte the 
Atlantic waters. The Indians of 

them piccanaa. They are of all 

pounds. 

fish, white pickerel. Length 



1 distinct species. They are Tery 
ter as to his angling qualities we 

1 long rxH through many pages 
to the uninitiated the tocIu anil 
be hoped, notwithstanding, that 
ear to introduce him to the pot, 
I Mr. Nobbs, an English aatbor. 

Take your pike and open him j 
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rob Mm wilMn witli aalt mid claret nine ; Bare &e melt, and 
■ Utile of the bloody fat ; oat him in two or three pieces, and 
pot him in when the water boile; put in with him sweet 
mujoram. savnry, thyme or fennel, with a good handfal of 
■■It ; let them bo^l nearly half an hnar. For the lauce, take 
sweet butter, anchoviee, horBe-radieh, claret wine, of each a 
good qunndPr; ■ little of the blood, ahalet, or garlic, and some 
lemon sliced; beat them well together, and serve him np." 



CHAPTER Vni. 
or THE PERCH 



This, like tbe last described, is a bold and loratnom fish, and 
nith the pickerel aod troat, bai hi> place in the DamenHU 
poods and lakea tbrougboDt our countrj. There are iiHta;^ 
varietiea, the moat cominaii of which ma; be described under 
the general lieada of Commmi, Yellow, While, and Black 
Perch. 

The Common, P<«i— {Percn FluviatiUis— Smith.) " A 
beanlifid Gsh this, having an olive brown tinge, mingled with 
a golden bne, together with dark bands tmnsversely canrsiag 
the udes. The firel donal iin ia somewhat larger than the 
second, and marked posteriorly by a pBrticnlar dark spot. 
All the fins are Imged wilb a li™ly red, when first brought 
oat of the water ; the same color is also observed on the under 
edge of the gill merobrane." 

rieyeifoicPerc*— (BodianusFlaTescens— Mitchill.)"A 
beaalifnl fresh water fish ofa foot or more in length, andthrea 
Inches in depth. Head rather small, and tapering towards 
(he snoat. Both jaws roughened with verj small Ibb*';. 



Tjea large and yellowuh. Body deep and Ifalck. bnt beeom- 
ing deader Uiwaida the tail. Scale* rather rougli and bard. 
Lirteral line almoBt aCraight. Tail nlher concHTe. First ven- 
tral raj ipinoiu; ta are alio the two Grsi and anal rxys, all 
the lajt of the Ibreniost dorul iui, and the first uf the wcond 
donoL Colors, brown or olive on the back, taming jellow 
on the sides, and white on the belly. Faint brown zones, to 
the number of four, or more, diveni^^g the sideg from the 
back to bellj. Dorsal and pectoral fins brown. Ventral and 
inal scarlet. 

"In the year 1790. 1 tranaported abont two dozen of these 
yellow perch from Rockankama Pond, in BoSblk County, to 
Snccess Pond, in Queens. The distance is oboat 40 milm. 
Since that time there have been as many of them as conld 
■nhrist. My assiattuit in the nndertaking, wae my ancle Uriah 
Mitcbill, Esq.. High Sheriff of Qaeens Comity. We filled ■ 
large chum with the waters of Bockankama Fond. We pat 
so few perch into it, that there was no necessity for changing 
it on the road. Wa were in a wagon, and came the whole 
distance on a walk, wilhoat slopping to refresh either man or 
horse. The project of transporting the fish to Success Pond 
was completely answered ; and in this w^ was the yellow 
perch cairied to Hempstead waters." 

The first-mentioned pond famishes immense qnantitias of 
the finest kind of yellow perch, and is tlie resort of parties of 
pleasure, and thoee who are food of Ught sport, during the 
summer season. It is situated in the northwest part of the 
town of Islip, Long-Isl~— ' '- - '-""■•:C'' — -^ ™~t"™™T.. 
sheet of water, almost li 
lake ; its afaspe is nearl 
aikd of great depth — so 
has been found. The v 
seven years. 

Smith remarks: " I 
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■taoce, ID a deep large pond, aliaded bj a dirifty growth of 
bnuhwood on tlia margin, ths yellow perch hUhuis bi a largo 
Bze, and becomes elegant in ila proportions." 

It is the opinion of a lata writer on Natnral History, that 
this fiBh, and that called die rilver perch, is one and the same 
thing. He s^rs : " In our hamble view, the yellow fins of 
the rilver perch, entitle it lo the name and nuiTt of the one 
before ns, (the yellow perch,} and farther we believe, tiiey 
are one and the same aiing--tbe trifling difference in color 
depending on circomstances. The love and ambition of snb- 
division — the loa^ng to be die creator of new genera and new 
ipedes — has introdaced more confusion into works of natnial 
history, than can be expurgated in fifiy years of common 

While Percl— (Bodianiu FallidaB— Mitchill.) " With 

•oft and comiecled doiaal Gob, pule bach, and white sides. 

Length eight inches, depth two and a half. Color whitish, 

widi a dark hae, according to the angle of reflected li^t. 

y Bach, pate; tail even; lateral ^ne extending through it. 

y' " Bmall teeth b the lip«. Patehea of Ihein in the throat Eyei 

^/l large and pale. No«tril» double." 

■^f$: Smith gives a sinular description, and also has the follow- 

^ ^%-^ iug: " Pond Perch is another common name for the same 

/t"' ^^^- fi*b ! we cannot diaoover any kind of difference whatever." 

=S i^^ Btaci or Red P««i— (Bodianns Eufus— Smith.) " This 

t:^ ^ '^^ is a little larger than tbe silver perch, and tbongh denominated 

-^^^ g=-i?: ? red, ia really nearly black, after it baa done spawning. Oper- 

r^^^ ^^s:. colnm serrated, the tail slightly forked, and the JBWB and swal- 

^^ ^^=!^ low set with fine sharp teeflu Usually the three first rays in 

_. ^^1^=" fh..™»1n«»tiff. VBnr/wmmnnwhBi^ver the Others are fbond." 

r this perch pecitliar b> 

], which be calls Brown 

Lopomis Fluxnoiaria) or 

> two feet in length. 
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There are many o(ber rariedes in the ponda and bmok* 
apread over (he lenglh and breadth of the conatiy ; aud al- 
thaogh they do not give aa much aport to the Angler in their 
caiptare, as the front and Birailar description*, still Ihey aro 
much Bought aAer, and considered a fine table fish. They 
generally apawa in the month of March; and altboogh they 
may betaken at atmost any time, either in winter or snmm or, 
they tnay be had in the largeit qoantities and in the finest 
condition, tmm May to Joly. The time of day in nluch the 
fisher will be most aaccesafnl in taking them, ia from seven 
imtil ten in the morning, or from four nntil dnsk in the eve- 
ning. They are very slow in their growth, thoagh aome- 
limes attaining a very large aize, and moltiply very last. 

9mith remarka : " Perbapa (here is not another fiah, with 
the exception of the eel, ao oniveraally spread over the globe, 
aa the fresh water perch. It is delicate food, and therefore 
exceedingly valoed. From ihe largest rivera above the infla- 
eoce of tides, to the smallest rills which trickle down the 
odes of the lofty moontain, the perch ia always to be fomid. 
They swim swiftly, keeping near the snrfitce, feeding on flies 
and minnte insects. In the hike of 0"n.i™ ■ f.mn1. «« 
caoght, from which 993,000 ova wet 
very clearly that it is marvellonaly 
htmdred of the ova arrive at mal 
others. To the Qreeks and Bonuu 

Of English andiorily, Blmne ea 
odered stow in its grovrlh ; but ila i 
the uatore of its habitation: in poi 
perfectly stagnant walers, it growi 
rives at last to any great aize or we 
toariea, and particntarly in aoch wi 
riamg tide, and as are alighlly im 
particles, allhongh without currenl 
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come very fct Of the notillx of Urge perch, we have be- 
fore obserred on one taken in tlis Serpentine Biver, in Hjde 
Fork, which weighed nine poaads. and another of eight 
ponndfl, taken in Dagenham Breach, hj a Mr. Cnrtis. In 

' The Angler'e Sore Ghiide,' mention is made of the portrait 
of one canght near Oxford, which was twentj-nine inches 
long, and of a proportionate depdi ; and suppiwing Bach mea- 
■nra to have bean correct, the weight must have been vei^ 
great. 

" The perch is gregarioiu, in the Btricteat seme of the 
wonl : B number herd together by a sort of compact, wMch 
confine! them to sitnalioQ, to sizs, and to habit as well as 
tnanaeTi all are alike; the Bsme hole contains them, and the 
aame swim maintBins them; and if one should be taken, it is 
the Angler's awn faiilt if the whole do not share the same 
bte. This circnmetance is remarkable in a fish of pre j, since 
predatory fish in most inslBncea tie Bolitory ; and it is e«en 
CTOos as to swallow its own eje, 



unes Hjjnded ut ; " Some time BgD. two 
lils fiibiiif ■! DalftVinlon Loch, hKviaf 
&C., had ncoutH lo the eipedieol oT 
parch the; hid taken, and atlacbing 
thia Aih ta known to tska aa raadilj u 

Iha kook had no aoonat been looHisd 



Ic fugjlire, idiuafe d it on the book, and 
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-with aibartline,aboiit the length oTtfae rod, alight float, and 
a amaQ nnker, with a trout book No. 3. This u not, bnwaver. 
the Bofeat model for allhoDgh the Angler expects (moll game, 
he ibootd be prepared for large ; and aa the pickerel is a com- 
■moa inhabitant of ponda with the percb, he (hutild alnayi 
have attached to bii rod a reel, to oontsin trom SO to SO yardi 
feline, unless, like the negro who was aoDl by hit master to 
catch eela, ba mean to take porch, and nothing else. The 
cohirBd geatleman apoken of was >eut by hie master to catch 
B nteas of eela for hia breakfaal. After sitting a long tiioe, 
and takiag only a few of his favorite fish, he bad a levers tog 
at bia liae, and with hia strong tackle be immediately pnlled 
nnt a fine three poand bass, bnt to the aatonishment of the 
byMandeca, onhooked bim, u>d threw him overboard, say- 
iug, " Mana tcU nt eotch tcU." 

The Tunal bait for the perch, in pODd-6ahiiig, is the com- 
mon gnnnd-wonn, which they will take generally if they 
take any thing. The I 
tnmea used, as also ch 
fishing, for large game, 
or any atmilBr amall Ga 
the parti of frogs, aa in 
rons into or itear salt 
abrimp will be fonnd ai 
■ame manner, and wit] 
and pike-Gahing, aa bed 

For Mmnow-Fiihin 
ing: "Theminnowma 
the back fin, or by pai 
float, oarrying shot acci 
shonld fish within a fei 
bitea, a litde time ahou 
percb is tender month 
break bia hold. 



\ 



" Soma Anglen prefer roviiig for percb, in the iolloniag 
manoer : Vte a reel on jonr ml, and have botlom tackle uf 
three jarda of gut, a bcxik No. 8 or 9, one or two sbot-coniB 
to link the bait, which ahoold be one or tiro well Bcoored 
redwanai; and yoa mnat then cut jour lino acroM the 
•tream, letting it link, and drawing it towardi 70a alternate- 
ly, outfl ;ou feet a bile, then allow a few aeconds before jaa 
atrike. Yoa may ako drop this bait into a deep still hole, a» 
in tnnit-Gsbing ; iodeed a praetusl Angler (eipeciallj an old 
Imnt-fiaher, will prefer thi* mode of worm-fiabiog to die lue 
of the float." 

Taylor directa : " If flio Angler rorea with a minnow, lei 
it be aliie, and the hook atnck in under the back fin, or 
diroDgh the upper lip; let the minnow awim in mid-water, 
or rather lower; me a cork float, of a size that he cannot sink 
it under the water, with a lew shot, about nine inches from 
the hook, to keep him down, or when tired he will [ise to 
the sorface. When ming the frog, put the book through the 
skin of its back, and it will swim easier than if the hook was 
^imsl through the skin of its hbd legs ; recoUect to keep the 
bait aa far from the shore as possibte, for he will constantly 
be makinif to it ; always give line enough at a bite to let the 
porch gorge. Where pike are soipected to haaut, 4e hook 
•boold be attached to gimp, as in this way of fishing they will 
tqke the bait as well as the perch." 

For taking the perch, some Anglers affix the bait by two 
hooks, one inierted at the root of the back Gn, and the Other 
attached to either the gill, lip, or nostriL We think this by 
no means a bad plan ) but on the contrary, that it mcreases 
the chance of fixing the fish, when he onlynrnkes a matching 
bite, as ia common with the perch when not well on the feed. 
The former pages of this work having passed through the 
oress, the following description of the perch of Western New 
Vork, big haunts, and mode of preparing for food, by an ardent 



and enthiuiHatic follower of Wallon, takea from llm BulTalo 
Commercial Advertuer, will, Ihoagb rather out of order in 
(luB pUce, bs follj appreciated by the perch angler. 

" The YtUow Perch. Thia beautiful and activa fiah it 
almost omaipresent in Ihe freeh waters of the Narlhem 
States. There bto probablj two distinct but nmilar ipeciea 
in our conntij, blended together under this common name. 
The perch of New England difTors from ours principally in the 
shapeofthehead. In the Saratoga Lake, Owasco Lake, Cayu- 
ga Outlet, the Flats of Lake Horon, and many other localities, 
the perch is larger than with us, frequently weighing three 
pooada. Among the peich of our Btreajns and river, a half 
pouuderisavery portly citizen — though on a few particular bars 
they are sometimeB taken in considerable nambers, averaging 
nearly a pound each. It is almost always to be had, from 
earliest Spring to the commencement of Winter ; and when 
poor FiscHlor has had all ia» lobsters taken by the sheeps> 
bead, and ntterly despairs of bass, he cod, at any time, and 
almost any where, in our river, bail with the minnow and 
the worm, and retrieve somewhat &om fi-owning fortune, 
by catching a mees of perch. 

" In iha Bpriog, as soon aa the ice has left the streams, iha 
perch begins nmniag up our creeks to spawn. He is then 
caoght in them in great plenty. 
however, he seems to prefer the 
almost entirely deaerts the Tor 
waters. You then find him in 
«wi^ ripples, and often in the Bfl 
minnow. As Ihe water weeds 
sconces himself among them, ant 
to seek his prey only in the men 
seems to delight eHpecially in a g 
black frost has cat down the tall 
delicate herbage that never atttuii 



diiappeara until apriug, — probaljly secluding hinwelf in the 
depltu of the river. 

" Tbe back fin of the perch is large, and aimed with 
itrong apinee. He is bold and ravenous. Hs will not give 
■my to the pike or lo the black bau ; aikd tbongh ha ma^ 
■ometiineB be eateu bj them, hii comrades will retaliate upon 
the yoang of hia destroyera. 

" The proper bait Sot the perch Ii the minnow. He will 
take that all seasons. In mid-»nmmer, however, he prefer* 
the worm, at which h' generally bites freely. He is often 
taken vfith the grub, or with small pieces of fish of any kind. 

-' He is a capital fiah at all times for the table. His flesh 
is hard and savory. He should he fried with salt pork rather 
than batter, and diorooghly done. He mokes good chowder, 
though inleriDr for that porpose to the black besa or Ate yel- 

" A difference of opinion exists among our moat tastefhl 
;Mi...».k...^». .. b, wk-ih-,- diis fish ahonld be scaled or 
w to skin him. Take a sharp 
akin along the back, from th» 
[ fin, on one or both aides of it 
ake the fish firmly by the head 
le ri^t take hold of the skhi ol 
on one side and then on the 
the tail. This being done, all 
eicept those of the bock and 
out by a gentle palling towards 
.nd you have a skinless, fioleas 
ime say this is the only nay a 
■ the cook's art— others say it 
neverba pnraued. As for me, 
ii,' — neither of the disputants 
h of the sweetness of the perch 
'aide* in the akin, which should 
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neviir be parted with except for some special reason, ihere- 
fbre BM a general thing, 1 scale jdj perch. But, in aummer, 
the ekm of ihe percli is apt to acquire a slight bitter taile, or 
a smack of the mud — therefore, in Bummerl skin my perch." 
'■ Of the Oaitronomxc ProperUtt of tit Perch," says 
Blaine, " whoover has heard of the broiled yercit fiUckn, and 
voter touchy, of Sir Bamber Gascoync'a ccwkiiig, would not 
hold us blatuelesB were we 1o be totally silenl. This fish has 
indeed stood the lest of time, aod has been as little subjected 
to Ihe malations of fashion, perhaps as any one of the finnj 
tribe : it was highly HHteemed by the Eoroans, as we are in- 
(bnaed by Aristotte, aod its praises were sung by Aiuonius: 

Amalgono* int«r pliceH di^ande ntarinia ! * " 

HiHc to cook the Perch, The pan. in proper hands, will 
do justice to thia fish : many epicures, however, prefer hroil- 
mg. Either method, according lo former durections for others 
of the race, will give Hatds&ctian to the Ansler. oanicnlarlv if 
v^ tired, and o» 

Oflht Water 
tbodl "Scale, gal 
water; when it b 
slices, and separat 
and washed clean 
white ; when yoni 
dish, ai>d pour a li 
the omoDB ; then b 
boat." 

Large perch i 
way. 



with thB porch. They vary in size, ahape, and color, in dif- 
fereot parte of the couQlrj, and ara taken readlty with perch 
tackla. Their general size is from throe to eight inches in 
length, except a speciea fuond in the OMo, Kentucky, and 
other weilerD rivers, where they are freqoenlly taken twelve 
inchea long. 

Angling Ibr loi^Gsh, when fonod in pondi, with small 
perch, is a favorite amnsement of lady Anglers, who oftea 
make the best part of pic-nic fishing parties, and, ai Walton 
says, "angle for men and fish at fish, at the same time." De- 
termined old bachelors shotild be as warj in making up soch 
parties, as they would be in taking a trout, or they will he 
caught in their own net; and when beguiled by one of the 
fair sex, he might break out into a ilream of rhyme like the 
J, by Dr. Donne: 



sod lilnr hooka. 



CHAFTEB DC. 
or THE OABP OR TENCH 



Thii beautiful fisli ia 
■> thej bave been k 
persotu in man; parti 
of atocliiDg tbeir poi 
tfaem by the laws of 
doabtedly become aa 
be well lo give torn 
modes of taking them 

" The feinily of ci 
not posaesBing an adi 
jawa, deMituts of te 
body acal; ; the intea 
have a Bwimming blai 
like an hour-g1s«B, ac 
ioofienaivB, and quiet 

" In the Dnited E 
tme carp of Gorope, ' 



rally lappoaed to have been carried to Englnnd aboal 15U.* 
The quantitjr of roes eihnded b; the female far exceeds die 
weight of her body. 

" Thongli denamiuted (he «'«« on acconnt of it» Mgacily, 
jet in the spawniog aeaaoa it will allow the Angler to tickle 
its aidei, md u thiu eaailj captured." 

Id varm climatei the; are aaid to grow to a very large size, 
and often weigb thirty to forty pouods, aod measore in length 
three or four feet They are knowD generally in England, 
Germany, RuBua, France, Italy, and Pnuda, in which latter 
coontrj they grow to the enonnoiu me meutioaed. They 
■re said to live to a great age, ioitancea being fonnd where 
they have been aapposed to be 1 00 year* old. 

There are from twenty to thirty different ipeciea of the 
carp, moat of wbieh give iport to the Angler. Of the com- 
mon carp of England, Blaine remarks: " Ita general color is 
a yeOowisb olive, much deeper sod browner on the back, 
and accompanied with a slightly gilded tinge on the sidea ; 
the scale* are large, rounded, and very distinct ; the bead is 
large, and the mouth famished on each side with a moderate- 
ive the nostrils is a mnch 
ral line is sligbtiy ctirved, 
specks; the Sns are violet 
t a reddish tinge ; the dor- 
ime distance from the mid- 
, which is slightly forked, 

to tkatr latrodoetisn isla Ki(- 



r 
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The carp generally feeds on womu and water iiuects, and 
are v^y leaaciouA of life, baving been known lo lire a great 
length of lime onl of water. As aa instaoce of ihu, it is r«- 
kteal tbat they have in Holland a way of &cteiuiig them, by 
hanging them up in a net in a damp cellar, and feeding them 
with bread and milh. They are then placed in wet mou, 
and moiatened twice a day ; and by which method they gruw 
veiy large, and increase in iUvor. 

HoilaDd ^ves the following instance of their tenacity of 
life, through a Mr. Hildilcb, who painted the fiiU length pur- 
trtats of a carp and tench. " He kept these fish in a tub for 
■ week, taking them ont alternately in the morning at ten 
o'clock, lo paint fiom, and putting Ihem into water again at 
four, during six days; and I may add, that hie amiable sister 
pleaded so weU for tbe live* of these two fish, who bad seen 
•o much land service, that Mr. Hilditcb took them down from 
LndgBte-Hill to Black-Friar'a-Bridge, when, to use his own 
words, ' ibey svram away fresh and lively.' " 

They are said to spawn several limes in tbe course of a 
year, but tbeir time or thnes of spawning depends mocb on 
the slate of the weather and the temper^nre of the water. 
Tbe time when they are known to spawn, is in the months 
of May or June. 

They are found near the bottom of mnddy streams and 
pouds, and choose to lie nnder and near the weeds, plants, 
and water lilies. When old, they are like the tront, shy and 

crafty, and jometimea, where they ' — " """" 

ikiil of the most finished Angler i 
ponds, however, where they are 1 
are often very tame, and are known 
many, to he called to feed by the li 

Holland says: " Even large ca 
ponds where they are regularly fi 
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■Dme carp or tench* retained by him in a stew, that ' thej 
were Hum reconciled to their lituatioa, and ate boiled pola- 
toea in considerable quaatilieB ; and the former aeemed to 
have loBt their original shyuesa, eating in uij presence witb- 
DutaDjacmple;' and Sir John Hawkins ki;b be wu aunrad 
bj a friend of hii, that he aaw a carp come to the edge of a 
pond, trom being whistled to by a person who daily fed it ; 
and I have, myself Been carp come to the edge of the water, 
to be fed with breadt by the vititors to Boche Abbey." 

The time for angling for them is from Marcb liE Septem- 
ber, with worms of various kinds, caterpillars, gnLSsboppen. 
beetles, waspa, and pastes. They are generally taken at or 
near the bottom, with a worm attached to a small strong 
hook, SBJ No, 9 or 10 troot. 

The dme of day for taking the carp is thai given by one 
of England's poets : — 

- — ---•-' — - ' ruher, whcB Ihs air 



I a red worm on the hook, with a 

They are also taken with fruit 

kmds. Salter says they may be 

,B. Taylor and Walton prescribe 

a cup, differiof conatderbbl^ ia appeir- 
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frnili and vegetables. Id tbe lue of peas, Tajlor'a pbm u (n 
hang one on (he hook, sbont b foot from the ground, atui 
dironiog in a few dov and then by way of a lore. In onlfr 
to iiuure ancceu at any time in taking the carp, ground-bait 
ahould be used in all caaei, and in tbe evening previoiu to 
joar expected sport, if posdble. 

Of the requiiite TackU, and Manner of Taking the 
Carp, Holland gives the following : " Notwitlutanding the 
instancea of laimliaiity, it ii by no meBUS easy to make a large 
carp familiar with your bait : to do this, the greatest nicely 
and cantion miut be observed ; bnt if tbe yanag Angler, who 
baa been often foiled in liii attempts, will patiently and im- 
plicitly fallow my instructions, he will become a match ibr 
this cunning fiab, 

" Ose a strong rod with running tackle, and have a hot 
torn of tbrea jardi of fineisb gut, and a hook No 9 or 10 ; 
tiae a very light quill float, that will carry two small shot, 
and bait vnth a well acoured red worm. 

" Now plumb the depth with the greateal nicety, and let 
your bait juat touch, or all but touch the bottom; but yon are 
twt yet prepared ; tor a forked stick muat be fixed in the 
bank, on which you most let your rod reat. so that your float 
•ball exactly cover tbe spot you hare just plumbed. Now 
tilrow in H Buflicient qoantity of gr 
bran, worked into a paste, sitd madi 
want of these, throw in the garbage 
and all this is to be done the evemnj 
intend to fish. 

" The next morning, if in sumi 
where yon have bailed and plumb 
o'clock, at tateat, and taking yoor 
already fixed to the exact depth, bi 
red worm ; then approach the water 
of aight as much aa possible, and dro 
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dM ipot joa plumbed over iii|;ht ; (hen reat part of yotu rod 
in the forked slick, and the bottom of it an the grooitd. 

'' Yon miui now retirs u fen paces, keeping eotirelf oat of 
■ighl; bat still, near eooagh to observe your float i when yon 
perceive a bite, give a little time ; indeed it is better to wait 
till yoa see the Boat begin to move off before you strike, 
wbich yoD may then do smartly ; and as the carp is a lestber- 
moQthed fish, if you manage him well, there is no fear of 
loung him, unleas the pand is very weedy. Be careful lo 
have your line free, that, if a large fish, he may run out some 
of your line before yon atteiopt to torn him ; aa be is a very 
stroDg Gsh, and your tackle rather alight, yon must give hini 
cu^ul play before you land him. 

" The extreme shyaeaB of the large carp, makes all this 
somewhat tedious process necessary to iosure success ; but 
I can safely assert that I scarcely ever took this trouble in 
vain. Varioni baits are recommended for carp ; such as 
green peas parboiled, pastry ot all descriptions, gentles and 
caterpillars, &c. ; bat I have found the red worm the best, 
and next to this, the gentle, and plain bread paste. Those 
who prefer a sweet paste, may dip the bread in honey. 
Pastes and gentles will answer better in autumn than in 
spring. April and May are, in my opinion, the beat months 
for carp fishing, and very early in the morning, or late in the 
evening, is the beet time for punning your sporl,^' 

Walton remarks : " The carp biles either at worms or 
pastes ; and of worms, I tbink the bluetsb marsh or meadoiv- 
worm is beat; but possibly another worm, not too big, may 
do aa well, and so may a green gentle ; and as for pastes, 
diere are almoet a» many sorts as there are medicines for the 
tooth-ache; but doubtless sweet pastes are best; I mean 
pastes made with honey or with sugar, ^bich that you may 
the better beguile this crafty fish, should be thrown into the 
pond or place in which yon fish for him, some boon at 



longer, before jon undertake jonr trial of akill with the an- 
gle-rod; and doabtleM, if it be tbrovo into the water a da; 
or two before, at several timei, in small pellets, yon are the 
likeliest, when yon fish for carp, to attwn joar desired iport. 

" And if you fish for carp with gentles, then put upon 
yoor hook a small piece nf scarlet, the sixth ofan inch square, 
it being soaked in, or anointed with oil of petre, called by 
some, oil of the rock; and if your gentles be put, two or 
diree days before, into a box anointed witb honey, and so pal 
npon yooT hook t» to preserre them to be living, you are as 
like to kill ibis cnd^ fish this way as any other ; but still na 
you are fishing, chew a lilde white or brown bread in yoor 
montb, and cast it into the pond about tbe place where your 
Boat swims. Other beiti there be : but these, with diligence 
and patient watcbfiilnesi, wiO do it better dian any diat I 
ever practised or heard of." 

BImne has the Gillo wing '• "When the angling commences, 
if possible, keep entirely out sight of the Esh; make no 
mnse ; let the bait slide silently into the water ; and try 
their fancy for taking it at various depths, beginning with Ibe 
lowest. If rain blls lightly, the uigler would do well to 
pnnne bis practise during the whole day. BometiiDes, also, 
success will attend him Ihrongb the whole of a gloomy day 
withoat rain, but in general cases, dnriag the hot months, it 
la not possible to fisti too early or too late for carp. In a 
starlight or moonlight night of Joly, they have been taken 
after the ' witching time ' even. 

•' When the angler pe ---••■- •- .-^i. 1 

ing to the nature of his b 
a lob-worm, he were to i 
move, he would pull the 
who socks in bIW tbe me 
if paste be employed, it 
est warning, otherwise tl 






the paita ; bat with a imall hook, and a ver^ sligtit wrii 
•Iroke, the nibbling Eah may be probably (track ; or if he i 
Dot effectually htwked, the Gneneu of the gtroke will not 
alarm him, and he mH return to the charge. Again, nhen 
fiabing for carp in rirera, it will be fonnd that the habit ot 
meeting the iniecta ^hich psaa do^vn the stream, makea the 
fi^ more on the alert to prereiit their escape ; they take tfao 
but qnicker in riven far ihia reason, and they ahould Ihere- 
tire be atrock mnch qnicker.*' 

Walton prepares and diahei op this dainty fiifa in the M- 
lowiag sofficiendy hixonou* ttyie, to make (he Angler or 
reader amack hia lipa ia anticipatioD. 

*'Bnt fiiat, I will tell you how tomake thti carp, that ii ao 
cnrioiu to ba csnght, *o oarioiu ft didi of meat a* ahall make 
him worth all jojt labor and patience. And though it is not 
without some trouble and charges, yet it will recompenas 
both. Take a carp, (alive if poanbls) ; aconr him, and rob him 
clean with water and salt, bat scale lum not ; then open him, 
and pnt him with his blood and Uver, which yoa must save 
when yon open him, into a small pot, or kettle ; then lake 
sweet maijoram, thyme, or parsley, of each a handful ; a 
sprig of rosemary, and mother^f-savory ; biod iham into 
two or three amall bondles, and pat them to yonr carp, with 
four or five whole oniona, twen^ pickled oysters, and three 
anchovies. Then poor upon your carp as much claret wine 
as will only coTer him ; and season your claret well with salt, 
cloves and mace, and the rind of oranges and lemons. That 
done, cover yonr pot and set it on a quick lire, till it be suffi- 
ciently boHed. Then take out the carp and lay it with the 
broth into the dish, and inar npon it a quarter of a pouikd 
ind beaten with a half ft 
□Iks of two or three eggs, 
dah year dish with lemony 



r 



CHAPTER Z. 
PED BASSE, OR ROOK-FISH 



This mblo and highly prized fiah ii pocnliar to oar own 

conntiy, and to particalar parti of it. As an object of aport, 

Ibr perfect tjmmeVj and beaaty of appearance, and aa a 

dish for the tablcT it la considered second <hi1^ to the salmoD. 

They are found in the riven, bays, 

of the Delaware to MaiwachuaettB I 

and baya of Florida. They appear 1 

in the Chewpeake Bay.' and in ihi 

creeks in the vicinity of New-York, 

qnantities, from the nze of a comn 

npward* of a hundred poiinda. 

In addition to the above descrih 
times called Perch. The late learn 
vemor De Witt Clinton, who was i 



id about Stb ftel ni ineliH. 



phical Society of the city of New York, aays that Buae is a 
Dutch word, aigiiiiying percb. Ab there ia a difference of 
opinion among the few American autbora, in respect to ihii 
fi»h. we give their own words. 

Smith of MaMachuaetts, defines thii species aa the S(ri- 
ped Baiit, Rock Biuie—Vercn Labrai— (Lin. aciKoa Bloch.) 
^'On the sidefi are parallel lines, like narrow ribbou, eighi 
il number, which give it the name of flie striped bauat 
tLfl scales are large, of a Dietallic Iiutre ; in the opper- 
onlnm, the middle plate a serrated ; the last portion of the 
third plate the giU cover, constituted of three pieces, baa two 
nearly concealed spine*. In tbe brancial membrane are 
seven rays ; pectoral, sixteen ; ventral, six ; dorsal, eight in 
the first, fourteen ia the second ; anal fiCleen, and in the can- 
dal 17 : some of them in each Ga, accordirrg to the size, it 
^ould appear, of the individual, are stiff or spinous. 

" Three or four of the stripes reach die tail, — the ddid- 
; and the remainder gradually 
on the abdominal walls ; the 
le as being long, and the 
■ beyond its fellow. Meit to the 
jf native fishes. 

;h th^ nm as high as they can 

approach of winter, instead of 

ter of the open ocean, like most 

the basse finds a residence in 

I of the sea, where undis- 

till the following spring. 

ite of Maine, as Ihe Penobscot. 

• taken in the great- 

md size. In ell the 

they are also found, at the iih 
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dement ieasoa of winter, but the fiehery is not >o prodQctire 
u in Maine, whence (he beM in (he Botton market are anna 
ally braoghL" 

The following i» from the Tranuclioni of the Literaiy 
and Fhiloaophical Society, by Dr. Mi(chill. 

" MUtkiiri Perch, Slripid Ba$ie or Rock-Fiih, (Perca 
Milcbilli), with eight parallel lines from bead (o (ail. One of 
(he largeM and mosl excellent of the New York fishes : may 
be tbond from the weight of an oimce to that of seventy 
pounds and upwards. The position of the ventral fins rather 
behind the pectorBl, made me ones incline to place him la 
the abdomiuales. His second gill plate is finely serrated. 
That clrcomstBDCa, if he remained among the ibonicic, wuuld 
rank him amoog the percs, and when 1 decided in Ikror of 
changing hii order, I wax obliged to constitute a ne^ genua for 
him, which I called roccus. But having since found that there 
are fishes whose ventral fins are further back on the abdo- 
men than this, that are 
I have, on reconaiderat 
correct to place him ami 
After a aimilar desi 
naturalist continues: " 
distinguishing features • 
of his body. From Iw 
gitndinal lines. The gi 
and silvery. On this i 
parallel rows. These 
and make a strong cent 
Mat, and seem to be la 
brown thus predominal 
at regular distance* aloi 

" The nimiber of A 
of them most common! 



qaenlly ihorter ; vaniahiiig unequally in their progrsH. Belly 
■ fine mixture of lilvsr Hod whils. Bcalea adhere firmly. 

" Thk fish IB very highly prized by the New-Yorkers. He 
ia lavory and excellent beyond ihe generaUty of fiahea. Hig 
commoD abode i» (he ult vraler ; bal he migrate* to the freab 
■treams and receaiea to breed during the spring, and lor abel- 
ter in winter. 

" He take! the hook, sipecially when baited with soft crab, 
Small ooea are catched by the boys, from the wharves and 
boats every where near the ei^. 

" Their greatest run is late in the &11. Instead of ginng 
away on the approach of winter, the striped bass seeks refiiga 
in bays, ponds, and reoesees where he may remaiii wsna and 
quiet Hero the fiihermen find bim, and make great hanls 
during the coldest season, when very great numbers are 
brooght to market in a frozen state. At this time it is usoal 
to take some very large and heavy ones. Yet I have seen a 
dozen at a time, of tbe weight of fifty poimds each, in Oc- 
tober, while the weother was very mild. 

" He is also taken in seines during the summer, and in au- 
tumn. Indeed, there ia no Gsh that stays morealeadily with 
us all the year round, than the rock ; aad he is found of all 
sizes, to suit all sorta of palates.'^ 

The basse has been believed, as stated at the cammenoe- 
ment of this article, to be a natire of this coantry, and was 
supposed first to have been noticed by Milchill ; but the fbt 
bwing from Smith, would lead to a difierent conclusion. 

" By what authority Dr. Mitchill gave his own name to 

Ihe striped bass, ' Perea MUckilli,' we cannot divine; he 

' 3ty have tacked his name to tbe white 

if the mastodon, and the last would 

lity, than affixing hia cognomen to a 



If the above asaerlion of Smilh't U correct, it ii very 
Btrange that so impoFtaat an anglB fiah has not bsen known 
to tile aDgllng community of Enrope ; for out of npwarda of 
an bondrod books on tbe sabject of angling, in Europe, only 
one or two makeB mention of any kind of basse whatever, md 
they are a species of tront, difTering entirety from the striped 
basse of oat watera. Howerer, to as Angle™, (althongb we 
should like to see the learned Doctors agree,) it matters not 
' whether we have the name so lung as we have the game." 

As an object of sport, they are sought after with great 
avidity, by the sportameu of the parts of New-York 
and Newvlersey, bordering on the Hudson river, and 
have been taken of quite a Jargo size as fiir up as Albany ■ 
and Troy. They are also made very profitable to market 
Gahermen, at some seasons being taken in great nnmbera, with 
very little trouble. Id the early part of January of the pre- 
sent year, 35,00D pounds were taken in Foinl Judith Fonds, 
(he majority of a large size, that netted the proprietors 
$5,000. 

They are generally angled for with a strong, pliable rod, 
13 to 15 ieet in length, made of ash, with a lance-wood top. 
For boat fishing, a rod about 13 feet ia length is considered 
long enough, but tor bridge or bankGshing, 14 to IS feet have 
the preference. They may be hi ' ' ' ' ' - ' 

at tbe tackle stores in the city of 
or expense is spared in adapting 
of the Angler. Attached to the i 
ciently large to contain from 300 I 
dlk line ; to yonr line a swivel sii 
the cuireut of your fishing ground 
six feet in length, double for &11 
spring run. SomB of the best An 



■ingle gilt ttiTOuglioat the •eason, tatA if it can be procareJ of 
a large nze, round and even (hronghoDt, ia experienced 
handa it wil) be apt to lake the moM and largeat Gsti. To 
four leader ahoiild be a Limerick or Kirby hook, from No. 
lo 3, according to the aeaaon and aize of tbe game. 

Id ho apeciea of angling i> it ao necessary to have superior 
qoalttj of tackle, aa in tbe one under coaaideralioii. The 
beginner ahonld therefore provide himself with such descrip- 
tions as will meet an; emergency ; for in salt water, in (he 
bays and large rivers, the fisher will often be crossed by 
fishes of great magnitode, and bjr taking the proper prectultion 
to have every thing strong and domble, he will often prevent 
k»« of tackle and loss of patience, two very important items 
of a aDcceesful Angler's stock. , 

An experienced Angler and mechanic, who has aade 
many a rod, gives the following descripUon of a proper one 
for basse fishing. " Your rod shoold be about 13 or 13 feet 
*t too limber, for by being too 
BT tackle, or lose yotir fiah by 
r being too light you are apt to 
mrt Besides, a rod of medintn 
mt to handle, and much tnore 
after a tediooa day's angling, if 
, Uian if it were stilT — a faait 
re apt to acquire. For general 
il prefer (and it is the one most 
would be about seven-eighths 
niCt ferrule, and a tme taper to 
ceed ihree-sixteenths of an inch 
1 safficiently large for the grasp 
a quarter m diameter, which ia 
yonr hand ; larger is tnconve- 
Ui cramp yonr fingers. 
™t No. a of Kirby, or No. I of 
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Limerick, firmly laabed to one or t>iro atrandl of gut, accord- 
ing to the ma of joaz fish. If you fish with one strand of 
extra strong gut next jonrhook, yon will be safe enongh, and 
be as likely to take as good Gah bb with stronger tackle ; bnt 
be BOTB that joor leader, where yonr sinker is pnt on, and 
-nhere the heaviest strain geaerally comes, be stronger than 
your hook length, and of t^vo strands of stroog gat, or three 
strands of medinin size ; for by that means, if you should be 
M DnfortaQBte as to get fouled on the bottom, yon will es- 
cape with tbe loss of your hook only, whereas if your tuckls 
be ofan uniform strength, yon wall moat likely lose the whole, 
Ks«, linter, kooki, and all, wbicb may probably make you 
mear; and this, according to Walton, is a bad practice; for 
as the old adage goes, ' He who swears lakes do fish.' 

" Tod are to remember that in boat fishing, if you do not 
fidi with a float, or with a running or sliding siDker on tbe 
bottom, your mnker should be light enough to float ofi" with 
the tide, and be able to feel the bottom at all times, so that if 
your sinker be SO feet off, yon can stiU fsel it strike the bot- 
tom, and lift it op, h 
this mode of fishing 
other) and you will 

" You are to con 
season, the qnietnesa 
&» babse, like the ti 
■o nnuBual noise,) ai 
allowed by all salt 
taking fish, and whic 
This time of tide, w 
towards sun-down, ' 
pie on the water, is 
feed, and the sportsi 
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"You ire to Gah ai near bottom at poauble, either nilli 
floet or without : if the tide be too itmog, the floBt should be 
dapemed with ; but a little experience nill give proper 
jodgmeDt SB to the time ofiuiDg either, or both." 

The folluwing, from an old and experienced amatenr, 
who has angled for many yeara b the vicinity of New-York, 
will be found excellent information for thote who Ibiok that 
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"The Striped BsBie ii one of the Gnest fiehof oar water*. 
By sportsmen it ia considered a game Gsh of the salt water 
tribe, affording capita] amusement to the angler, by his great 
•length and actJTity. There are many places in the vicmity 
of New-York city, where these Gsh are frequently found in 
great plenty. They commence taking the hook geneially in 
April. The Grst Gshing ground in the neighborhood, in the 
ipring, is in the creeks at Kingsbridge— next at Macomb'a 
Dani, Newtown creek, and Jersey flats. At this early sea 
son, shrimp is far the best bait, especially where the water 
is salt, though in the Passaic, at Belleville, anglers are very 
BucoeMful in the use of shad-roe as a bait. This bait is rather 
difficult to manage by a novice. The eiporienced angler 
makes use of low, or wool, cutting his bait with as much of 
the skin as passible, and winding a few atTBlids of the tow 
or wool around it on the hook, Which prevents the curreut 
from washiug it off, which it would sooo da witbou* this pre 
oantioD On the rae& of the Fassaic and Hackeosauk rivers, 
many of these noble Gsh are taken early in April. The shad- 
roe has been tried repeatedly at Macomb's Dam and in New- 
tn-an, —^^v ^ifii™,! Bncccss T the reason is obvious to the 
:iiD up the fresh water streams to spawn, 
!a to spavm at either of the places just 
liave never bad much success with this 



b^ Mccepting in fresh water atreaniB. The dirinip te a 
mnch pleaoauter and cleaner bait, and is verj generally found 
to be aueceuful in the early ipring Gdiing, aud contiane* lo 
until crabs commeDce aheddiog their coats freely. la the 
latter part of June, the bass piefer the soft or abedder crab, 
though the ahrimp continaea lo be used irilh ancceu, tmlil 
Dear the £rat of AnglUt, when the crab ia decidedly the beat 
ot all baila that ctu be oaed. The mode of angling conie- 
ijDeatlj lariea at thia time. While luiog the ahrimp, the an 
^er ia generally moat ancceecAd, by naing tbe floiit, and ina- 
pendiDg hia hook from mid-water to wilbki a foot of the bot< 
torn, eicepttng where the water ia qaite ahallow, when it 
ahoold hang josl ao aa to dear the bottom, aa in water cf 
little depth the fiah look for their prey near the bottom. Bnt 
when crab bait ia used, the beat mode of Gabiag ia for tho 
bait to lie on the bottom ; a atidinj; sinker ia then the beat, 
alwaya aa hghl aa the 
£ah are generally takt 
out a float ; and the n 
vioQs, if we wiU look 
with ahrimp, the bait 
becaoae the ahrimp, 
qneulty awepc from tl 
by eela, or other eiien 
ingly ; when feeding 
along the bottom to fij 
leas atate, and awim ' 
bead downward, exa 
teaches them to find I 
by a float at midwati 
don, and the angler 
momn over hia want 
count for it. In the 
again begin to coma i 
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oommmi km fiah, or, u it is nanallf called, killaj Gdi, and 
Iha ipflsring in October, are decidedly the best buta, aap«- 
ciall; in numing waters, auch as the atreama at Macolab'a 
Dun, Felbam Bridge, &c.; while in aome of our freHh WBtsi 
fiahing groimda, anch as Hackeaaack river and EDglish Neigh- 
borhood creek, the white opened aatt-clam is found bj far the 
beat bait in October and November, eapeciallj for lar^e Gah. 
"Another mode of fishing for atrlped baat ia practiced by 
fiahermen and amatenra, by which rery large fish are often 
taken. It ia by trolling with a atrong hand line, with a real 
aqoid for bait, or an artificial bait made in Tartona waya: 
aometiraea of the white leg bono of a abeep, or of bright 
metal, anch aa block tin, pewter, Sx,: theae can be bad at 
the fighing tackle ahopa. The boat is gently rowed along by 
a ekilfiJ oaraman, who rest* on hia oara the moment a Gah ia 
stmck, giving the angler fall opportonl^ to play his fiah with 
aUll and care, both of which are highly requisite, for the Gsh 
tlnu taken are aomedniea very large. Those weighing 20, 
30, and even <0 ponnds have often been taken in the East 
river, in the neighborhood of HeDgate, and in Harlem river, 
f the stream which pnaae* 

onnd, but aa the best sac- 
tins precludes any but the 
dnd of sport — though fi-e- 
the day. 

im: market with these fine 
ifid in the nse of aet lines 
hood of Piermont, on the 
>loy8d to great advantage! 
I atake or anchor to another 
d are attached abort lines 
■mall tomcod or other live 
le Gabermen raise one end 



otfhe line and proceed to take the fiah from die book*. la 
one iiiglil sereral hoodred weight of these ezceUenI Gih h&va 
been taken from two or three of these set lines, to be aeeo 
ahve on the •(audi m Wubinglon market late in December 
Snme of the fineit the wfcer baa ever eaten were bought at 
the stand of Mr. Hibcoi in that market." 

On the mbject of the difierent bails ibr the baaae, it ii 
proper to remark that, Uke the trout, the rock is verr par- 
ticolar abont the quality of hia food : in soine pUcea at some 
aeasona he will jamp readiljr at clani bail, and at other pUcei 
be win takenothiiig but shrimp or crab. At Macomb's Dam, 
Haiiem river, at particalar periods, the best bait ia a small, 
beautiful Gsh called the spearing, which aometjmea he will 
take and nothing else, and other timea nothing but shedder 
crabs will aadsfy his daint; palate. At man; place* in the 
Hudson river, and in the bay, the clam bait ii sufficient to 
hook him in large quantitiea. At the former place he is 
rather epicurean, and as long aa Aslor Hon*e fare is offered 
him by the peculiarit; of the gronnd, he will not be content 
to take amall dishes, and nijects everything for hia &vorile 
&ucy at the time. 

In the striking and running of the basse, equally a* much 
plsaanre is given as with the trout and salmon, and is 
to be treated in the tame manner aa directed for those 
fishes. Care should always be taken, afler having booked 
him, to keep him well up from the bottom, with the line well 
atretched; and if the anglerbe no" ' - - - • 
cast in his eye*, as so elegantly desci 
the '* Angler's Souvenir," let him b 
ment, have failk in Ui tattle, ( 
examined for that purpoae pravi 
courage, patience aikd perseveran 
difficulty in taking the largest run 



CHAPTER XI. 
or THE WEAK-FIBB, WDEAT-FISB, OB BQUETEAGira. 



This ia another natiTe Eih, as far b« koown, and is found 
chiefly in the Ticinity of New-Yock and Massacbusetta. It 
'■' "' ' (veak-fish, wheat-fish, aud sqae- 

>ed caiuee; the first troin iha 
be aecaad nams has ita origin 
made ite appearance always at 
>w the &ct, as they begin to ran 
I are takeu in small qnautilies in 
otter bold and elegant name is 
nil of the iilaad of New- York, 
1 where the more refined now 

li deacribed b; Milchill, aa fol- 

bmfl Squeteague) — with even 
1, one or more sharp, long front 
jrellowish ventral and anal fins, 
and luefal of New-York fishes, 
1 when the cold is not consider- 
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able. Sixecommonlyfi^m afoot to fifteen iiichea; batoften 
grows larger. I weighed one, for eiample, that meamrsd 
ST JDchei in length, hf ceven in depth, and found him hea- 
vier than BIX ponnda. He never goes into fresh streanu, or 
ponds, but within the limit* of the salt water ii taken in al- 
moat all the places where the nck-fish is canghL The weak- 
fish ia so mocb the companioD of the basse, that T once gave 
him the specific name of Comtt. He resembles the rock m 
the fbUowing particulars: 1. A wide month, with small 
teeth in the lips and jaws; S. Patches of teeth at the bottom 
of a capackHU throat; 3. Two dorsal fins, the foremost of 
which bai eight rajs; 4. A lateral line passing into the can* 
dal fin ; 5. A nearly corresponding number of sixteen rajs in 
the pectoral, and seventeen in the candal fins; S. Doable 
nostrils, and an elongated lower jaw; 7. A projecting head; 
and, a. Large pale yellow eyes on its sides. Bat there are 
no tangible seim on the gill cover, the diyisions at the edge 
are visible only. They are not long, bat yield to the slightest 
touch. Also the gill cover is not feirly triparite j but consisu 
of no more than two plain divisions. ■ ■ * * xbe weak-fish 
cannot, therefore, be deemed a perca. I have been obliged 
to separate him Irom his companion, the rock, notwithstand- 
ing their numerooa points of sinuhtade. I have, open the 
whole, asaocialed him with the gr 
connexioa he seeros to be qualified 
scaly gill covers, his sharp and stron 
of his dorsal rays. 1 have given I 
which the NarTBgBDset natives distil 
It would have been as easy to hav. 
appellation, Checoats. Head and 
brown, with frequently a tinge of g 
wards the aides, faintly silveiy, wit] 
gradually disappear on the sides, un 
belly a clear while pervades fi^im tl 
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•wimming bladder u canvertible to good glue. I have e&ton 
■a fine ilanc-mangt from it as from the iunglaaa of tbe ator- 
geoo. He ia a fish of goodlf appearoiice; and ia wboleaoote 
and welt-laated, tbongh rather soft : ia brongbt to market in 
great abandaiKe during (he sammer monthi. He ia taken 
by the line and the aeiae. He ia called weak-tish. as some 
i^, because he does not pull very much after he is hooked;' 
or aa others allege, because the laboring meu who are fed 
upon him are weak by reason of the deficient QOariBbmeot 
in that kind of food. Certain pecoliar noises under wster, of 
a low rambling or dnnnmiiig kind, are ascribed by the firfier- 
men to the sqneteague. Whether the sounds come from 
Aese fishes or not, it is certain that daring their season, they 
may be beard coming from the bottom of the water; and in 
places frequented by weak-fish, and not in other places; and 
when the weak-fish depart, the sounds are no more heard, 

" A beantifnl variety of this fish is sometimes seen, with 
the following characters, to wit : 

"Spotted Squeteague — (Lab. 8q. macolalns). — There are 
black, well defined spots among the specks over the back 
and sides, and checkering the caudal and second dorsal fins. 
The pectoral fins are rather small : ventral and anal fine not 
yellow bat brownish. The parts Ihos vaHegalsd with spots 
have a pretty appearance.^' 

They bite freely at the shrimp and shedder crab, and ^11 
often take clam bait as readily. In the vicinity of New-Vork 
they are found in the greatest abundance in the bay off Com- 
munipaw. Oyster Islands, Bnckwheat Island, below Eliza- 
bethlown Point, at Buttermilk Channel, the Owl's Head, 
GowanuB Bay, and Manhattanville; and although Ihey ao* 

'Tliia iB^great mlEtskfl ^ the tqiteteague, canaidarin^ (he weakneu 



eompanj the hme m salt water, thej geneisllj swim deeper, 
more in the eddies, and farther off from the shore. The 
eiperianced angler will ofien after angling for basse without 
■access, change his grouod, drop his bait a little deeper in 
the water, and return aatisfied with bis qnola of weak-Gsh if 
not his expected sport in basse. 

Although Ihey are not as active when hooked, aad do not 
coiDpare as a game lish with the basse, the same description 
of tackle is requisite ; and the angler who occasionalt^ layt 
off with a slack line, has to t^ffer tamt from the larger and 
more nimble rock, who will often be off with books, line, 
float and sinker, ^thont particular notice. 

Some of those who make the sqneteagua a favorite object 
of their pursuit, prefer a light, round, bent book called the 
Aberdeen, and others alight Kirb^ size No. I, which they 
think increases their chance of saccesa. A large hook, say 
So. 1. or even No. 0, on the whole, should bo used, sltitongh 
the Limerick * is a good and sure hook. The Kirb;, baited 
with s good sized shrimp, will be found for this weak 
mouthed animal b. more sufficient gnaran^ for the faithful 
lnhiling of any size that swims. 

A friend who puranes this sport during the eeason, with 
tnnch success, says — " I once saw one taken bj a friend of 
mine, that weighed eight pounds and a half, which is the 
largest I ever saw," You freqitendy take &om 10 to 40 
pounds of this fish in a day, when they are in abundance. 
The afternoon tides are always the best, about two hours 

before simdowa, and ar ' -''"- •'■-• -■ •' — ' ' 

croaking, when you had 
more of them. 

* Sob* pnl^r Ilia LIxri 



CHAPTEEXIL 
or THE KINfl-FIBH, OB BARB. 



Thu ii a fine fish, both (or the book and tba palate, and is 
foimd. cmtj and leldoin in tbe baj and harbor of New- York. 
Wbeoce he comes, and whilher he goes, and of bis habits, 
little is known, even among tbe oldest inhabitants of New 
York. The older fraternity of anglers, however, know 
mors about bim than those of later growth : certain it is, 
that among those wbo have bad Ibe pleasure of his acqoainl- 
ance with a book and line, few can ever forget bim. As 
a game fish be is considered as giving more real sport than 
either the tront, basse, or salmon. His name and wbere- 
aboatB bas only to be whispered to tbe New York Angler, 
and be is off after sport that perhaps be has anticipated for 

" King.Fiit—{ScesDA Nobulosa— Mitchill)— With cir- 
rhons cbin, clooded skin, and ragged, blnnl processes, partly 
overhanging the upper hp. Length, sixteen or eighteen 
inches; depth about three; though some individuals are 
larger. Head and body scaly. Color of the head and bodj 



a light brown, gloased with ailver; and bins, uid intenpersed 
with ipotB and blotches of a darker hue. Some of theaa 
clouds slant obltqnely fbrvmrd from the dorsal Gn ; lotne ran 
obliquely backward from the nape of the neck ; and some 
pass midway from the sides to the (ail. There is here and 
there an insldated dark patch, with dirly discolotatioDa to- 
wards the white belly. He grows rapidly thick and stout 
towBC^ the thorax, and then gently and gradnally slopes 
away towards (he tsiL" 

He is taken by the angler for basse and weak fish with 
their ordinary tackle, with the eiceptiaa of the hook, which 
sbonld be rather smaller, say No. i. Limerick or Kirby sal- 
mon, to accommodate the mou(h of the barb, which is rather 

The following description of his groonds, and manner of 
taking him, by a friend who has had mnch experience, will 
close our article on the king-fish to the gratification of all who 
have or ever expect to iite or get a bite from this interesting 
fisbt 

" This is one of the finest fish for the table, pFDCored from 

the salt water. They are not r'^liR 

this city, (hough occasionally s sear" 
taken in conuderable nomben I 
in a tide, in the neighborhood otC* i 
fnl little Dutch town, rendereil fiir 
nonned Knickerbocker. 

" A little below this village I 
torn on the extensive flat wbii. ) 
City down nearly to Bergen FointH 
low water on this hard grooad, call*^ 
ground, in my experience, is fbun: 
from Black Tom directly lor the Je> 
an OBT nntil the bottom becomes e; 
deeper than on (he hard. 
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ig dlled Caring Cbumel — a chaonel nmnlng Donfa fi-om Ca- 
Ting FoiDl. Back year boat aboae ten feet on the hard, and 
anchor at low water: u the joang flood cornea in, if there 
aro aaj of dieao fish in the harbor you will moet probably 
find them here. I have taken from ten to thirty on thii 
grodnd, toother ^th baue and ^^eak-Eah, in a tide. 

"The best bait for kiog-Esh is shedder crab: Ibe hook 
(boold be imaller than for baue, as they have not b large 
month. They are fine fish for the rod, being very powerfiil 
and Bcdve, nuraing deeper ibaa bane or weak Sab, and in a 
way pecnliar themaelvea, ao that an ezpeiienced angler can 
always diatingaish them on their first nin. The largest I 
have ever taken in this harbor I have fbond on this groond, 
weighing np to one and a half pounda. They are sometimes 
taken of larger size !q the sonth bays of Long bland, but 
rarely if ever over two pounds. There are many other spots 
' 'e oyster beds on these fiats, particnlarly along 
' along the fyke fences between 
1. In Jamaica bay I have bad 
these capital fish, 
^don, giving an accoimt of my 
ivrilten by me at the time, and 
1 Advertiser of Sth July, 1827. 
binary performance, but I have 
hundred in a tide : bat of late 
scarce in thoae waters, it being 
le blne-Gsh, by preying on their 
ity. Poor Bannister, the guide 
I with his fathers. A pleasanter 
■an, could not easily be found. 
' to her friends, and as kind and 

i'riday last, a gendeman of tliia 
ly, into Jamaica bay, with his 



•on, a lad of tweWe yean of age. They coinmonced fishing 
at lialf past seven in the morning, spent half an bour in dining 
at noon, and quit fishing at half paae one ; having taken with 
their rods in the six hours, four ktmdred and inenly-tKo 
king-fish. Their gnide was Joseph Bannister. None of 
these fish were taken by him, as he was diligently employed 
during the whole time in preparing bait. Tbat it may not 
be said that this was a wanton wosle of one of the finest kinds 
of Gsb prodnced in oar waters, it is deemed right to add, that 
a large nomber of bmiliea in tbe neighborhood were aapplied 
grataitoasly with them, and none of this tot of noble fish 
were wasted. Mr. Bannister will be found on inquiry dI 
Mrs. Phebe Hicks' boarding house, where the parties were 
■toying. This hooae is most cheerfully recommended fbr its 
delightful situatioii, great cleanliness, eicellent bre and kind 
aikd obliging &mily, as well as for the highly respectable 
company nsnally frequenting it, 

"N. B. Mr. Bannister provides a boat and bait, and is the 
oarsman lor the day. His charge is j^l.35." 

Tbe friend who sc 

particnlar grounds. Is t 
pleasant sport of taking 
that since the period a] 
of New-York but seld. 
iff a time fur everything 
the barb will condesce 
of flie goodly city of Gt 
win be sufficient to ma 
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CHAPTER SIIL 

or THE BLACK-riSB, OB TAUTOO. 



Tail u another of our mtiva fiahea, liiiind onlj in the water* 
of New-York, MasBBobiueUa, Bbode-lBlaiul and vkini^. 
They are nol ki mnch an object of eport aa the two hut 
UBmed, but u they come early, and MtnetimeB in great ahun- 
danca, and when taken and &eih cooked are a fine labte fisb, 
they deaerre a particular place ui our extended catalogue of 
angle fiahea. 

BCaei-FiMh of Ntu-Yori, Tautog of the JUohegani— 
Tide Blaci-Fiih.orRuHaeri — (Mitchill)— >• The name of thia 
fiih ii derived from the color of ita back and aides, being of b 
bluiah or crow black. 

"The black Gah aboimda in the vicinity of Long Island, 
and ia a stationary inhabitant of the salt water. He never 
'''"■' '-■ ' . pgaoQj noj^ on the other 

they do. He ia food of 
le ia taken through the 
., Fiaher'a lalaod Sound, 
laland. The tautog waa 
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not originally kiiowa in MuncboKetts bay; but within i few 
jean be has been carried bejoud Cape Cod, and btu molti- 
plied so abundantly that the Botton market baa now a fiill 
■apply, without the necesaity of importiag &om Newport and 
ProrideQce. Black-dab, boweTer, does not confine himself 
to rough botloma ; for be it alio caogbt in tbe aoutbem bays 
of Long lalaod, and on the banks of the ocean off Sandy 
Hook. He ia conaidered, by the New-Yorker*, ai s very 
fine Gab for the table. He grows to tbs weight of ten or 
twelve poonda, and evsn more; bat itu aGahofagtHMlaza, 
that eqnala two or three. 

"He may bs kept for a long time in pondi or cars; and 
fed, and even fatted there. When the cold of winter be- 
nomba him he refoaei to eat any more, and a membrane is 
obaerved to form over the vent, and close it. He begini to 
regain appetite with the return of warmth in the sping. The 
bkisBoming of the dogwood, (comna floiida,) early in April. 
ia nodentood to denote the time of buting black-Gab. As 
aoon ae these Gowers imlbld, the fishermen proceed with 
their books and lines to the favorite places. If there is no 
dogwood, a judgment is derived from tbe vegetatjon of the 
chestnat tree (castanea vesca). The season of baiting is 
reckoned very favorable nutH the increasing warmth of the 

Beason brings food enough to fll' '"— ■ — ' *" — ^ ■"■ — 

thereapon afibrd teas pastime Co tli 
to the professor. The people exp 
coarse rhymei: 

■ ' Wlua cheHniil laaiei m u 
Than bile bluk-fiili wilhoul . 



"The common bail for black-Ga 
(mya.) The siildier crab, or fii 



qoantly tempt Km wben he refiuaa to taste (he other. Anil 
he (oaps voiy resdilj at the largo finny worm of the Ball 
water beachei, (nereis,) when tised on a hook for him. 

" Some persoos, who live contignoos to the shores where 
are ntoaled the rocks Creqnented by taatog, invite the fish 
there by bniluig. By this is meant the throwing overboard 
broken clams or crabs, to induce die black-fish to renew 
their visits, and fine sport is procm^. 

" Bocky shorea and bottoms are the hannts of black-fish. 
Long experience is requirod to find all these places of resort 
Nice observations on the tand-marks, in different directiona, 
are requisite to enable a fiibiog party to anchor on die proper 
spot Wben, for example, a certain rock and tree range one 
way, with a barn window appearing over a headlsnd the 
other way, the boat being at the point where two snch linn 
inleraeet each other, i» exactly over some fiimons rendezvons. 
To inanre saccesa on inch eipeclalion, it ia proper to have 
'' ' ' " ' ' all the local and minute know- 

□ber and distance of the rocks 
time consamed, fi'om the dora- 
iimmer'i day. An opinion pre- 
hear very well; and, for fcar of 
lit atillneBs is observed. He is 
ir one of his weight and size, 
ih bits beat npon the flood: in 
Tng the ebb. Thunder accom- 

of a porpoise in^libly puts an 
M are told of fish in the wells 
native element, having been 
repeated flashes of lightning. 
ly wind, is generally the omen 
ibrmed in fishing for tautog, are 
emarkable glee, and they afford 



ft nerer-feiliiig thenie of enlerlainineiit to thoie who are en- 
gaged in this sort of ailvenUire. Though ths hand line is 
generally used, the rod is Bometimea employed to great ad- 
vaalage. The black-GBh is remarkuble for relainiog life a 
long lime after he is taken ont of water. He loinelJines 
■wiuiB over even ground, and is caught in seines." 

An observant New-York amateur, who delights in black- 
fiih angling, gives as the fotlowing: 

"The black-fish, or, as he is called in Ihe eastern states, - 
ifae tautog, is a very fine fish for the table, well known to alt 
epicures, and affords fine amusement to the angler. He is 
taken on reefs or around detached rocks, where the food in 
which he dehghts is fbond. The usual haita employed in 
taking black-Gsh are the hard and soil shelled clam, the rock 
crab and soldier crab or fiddler, ahrimp and ebedder lobster 
o[ crab: these two last are decidedly the best that can be 
used, though in many situationB the shrimp and the two small 
kinds of crab above named are somelimes to be preferred. 
As a general bait for these fish, the sbedder lobster is my 
&vorile, and 1 have 
fish. There is a vi 
black-fish, even Ihoi 
Those taken close t 
■ides, are shorter, i 
those which are foi 
it sweeps past the n 
heads than the othe 
about the head and i 
white, whence they 
They seem to deligl 
swift water, where t 
wUch are borne al 
little above the rock 
rent past it, holding 



#w;% 



1S3 «ai BLACE-IiaH. 

yon preient the b«it to hi« expecting eye in the moiit latand 
way — and this ihould always be the itudy of the angler who 
wiihea to aacceed. His bile ie much more powarful than 
that of die rock-fish, (hough both are bold bitiDg tish, and to 
the eipmenced angler, with good tackle, rarely misaed. 

"The rock-fish lie nnder ie overbooging rocbweed, on 
the natch for live bait, shrimp, or crabs, dart oat and seiza 
their prey, and retire to Iheir harbor, drawing the line from 
the perpendicular to a slanting poritioa, sod that without the 
angler feeling him) and I have taken many a dark-sided fel- 
low, merely from watching the slant of the line. Both kind* 
are very powerfol, and althuogh they rarely nin far from tho 
rock nheo hooked, their eitraordiziary vigor, ajid smbbom 
resistance, make them a capilal subject for the rod. The 
largest I have ever taken with the rod, weighed five and a 
half pounds. This was at Oyster-Fund Faint, at the Bound 
end of Long Island. This ia one of the beat places which 1 
know, of easy access from New-York, fur taking these Ens 
fish. Ad excellent temperance hotel is kept by Mr. T.nth.m, 
and good boata oud guides are to be had. 

" The best mode oF arranging rod tackle for black-fish ia 
tlus: Attach two plaited gat snelU, one of twelve inches and 
one of eight, to a small brass ring, the size of those used on 
the second joint of the rod from the hand } put a slide sinker 
on the line, and lie lo the ring, and all is ready. The slide 
sinker is by fcr tha best, as it is frequently desirable to throw 
from your boat to a sunken rock, and as the sinker lies on 
the bottom, the smallest action of the Gsh at the bait is readily 



felt. 



" For hand-line Gshing I prefer the same mode of ar 



npng 



;h the loop to the eye of the sinker, 
he line just above the latter, so that 
live and eight inches below." 



the rod proper for lakiog blBck-fiah, should b« wnuUr to 
that deicribed lor trolling, uy about twelve feet long, and 
qaha itiff; the line stODI, and of Btrong Baz or hemp; and 
altbongb Dot sbeolutety neceusry for black-fish alone, ahould 
bo attached to a good nuningrael; bj this anBugement, the 
fpOTtaman will be prepared, which ia often the case, to meet 
a dnun or large baaae, which are aomadinea fbaod on the aame 
gnrauda. The hook ia lue for blHck-fish, varies in size, with 
many anglen, aome preferring qoits a small aize for 
taking the largert aize fish, hi; sbont No. 10 ; and others, 
ranging bom No. 3 to No. 5, the most proper dzea for 
general fiahing. Theao hooka, it ivill be DOtic^d, by 
referring to plate S. of hooka, are made of moch stronger 
wire, and are known amongil angler* and dealers ia tackle, 
as the black-fiah hook. The hook sboold be attached to a 
strong piece of Bai line about ten to fifleen inches in leneth; 
and if you angle with I 
■ix inches apart; you 
tide, and be fixed i 
lifWen inches. Boms 
to their books instead 
on rucky ground and 
very sby, it is hardly 
tackle when plain line 

The black fish bei 
admit of such variety 
briny element The 
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will) ■ eominan drop line made of Sax, and (rom tea to durlj 
jatd* m IcDgtb, accordiag to tbe depth of water. 

When the black fish brars jaa with ■ bite, give partico- 
larattentiaD and pull qoicklf, lor he has a hard, tough moidi, 
and if your hook and tackle are strong, you need not bs ieor- 
fbl of any damage to your tooU, and with proper precaatioii, 
yoa can call hiiD in. 

aire him noqvarttT, when oiingthe band-line, (until ytni 
quarter him fur dinner;) keep yoor line tight, and draw hin 
straight up nntil he snoff the pore ur of heaven, mnch to his 
chagrin, and greatly to your satisfaction: and remember, 
■boold yoa be onwatchfal, and he take you tmawBres and go 
to the bottom, yonr chance is very small ; for althnogh he 
may roam nccB«onally, in search of his favorite food, itJUhe 
loves his rock; home, and down he will go with jonr bottom 
tackle, Qulesi you are on the alert. Remember, then, that 
" Eternal vigilance is the price of" — a black fish. 

How to Cook the Blaci-Fuk — Not seemingly by a pro- 
fessor of the rod and line, yet certainly by one who well 
ondentanda how to bring oat tbe gaatronomic properties 
the following, from the 
azine, althongh containing 
think, suit the tawle of our 

deatiniea of dinner! (for if 
ithiex toward thee,) smoke- 
vhatever else may be tbe 
y thou but alt of us rejoice, 
thee one of the most deli- 
itnre, imbibing flavor from 
aether of adverse or of pro- 
rren Hastiags said of the 
a India, alike 'to the toncli 



"Thoa hast it, mj choice Marjl The bdibII, deep Btew- 
pan — with its (fain cullender or Btraiaer, on which Ihe fish is 
to be lowered to the bottom, that it may, when atewed into 
■oft delight, be gently raised again, without injuring; its iuteg- 
ri^ of form — glows wilii brightness in front of thee ! Thj 
vigorODB arm of mottled red, thy round wrist, and small 
oompacl fingers grasp the iharp pointed knife with which to 
satisfy thyself that Dot one scale remains aroimd the head, tba 
Ens, the tail. 

" Now tail and fins are nicely ehorleiied !□ their lennina- 
tion, not hacied off. A little salt is thrown over the fish, 
merely to harden and not lalt it, and it lies two faoara for 
this purpose. It is then scored, that it may not break when 
it swells, and browned ^ell upon the gridiron : from "whjch 
it is carefully taken up, and laid to repose upon a bed of 
nicely peeled and very fresh mushrooms, daintly spread over 
the strainer. 

" While the fish was hardening, Mary has had a comma- 
nloation from np stairs. An extra bottle of the Chateau of 
twenty-five had been miavailingly opened the day before, to 
tempt a total temperance friend who had arrived from the 
country. Good part of it remains, and at this moment it ia 
decanted into the slew-pan ; the freighted strainer desceads 
into the wine ; and the fish, enlnrely immersed )□ the ame- 
thystme element, regrets no more its loss of life, of liberty, 
and youth. A ^lile onion or two is sliced into rings, that 
fiJI as decorations over him ; a few • ■ • 

proper ; and cayenne or not, acco 
itew-pan is then covered, and a cai 
mer completes the work." 



CHAFTEE XIV. 
OP THE DRVH. 



This u & large, ODConlh, aglf-lookiiig fish, not oflea soagfat 

after aa an object of sport, bat sometimeB, and when least 
eipecled, the Bubjeot of the angler's lofl. If, however, 
, and not on the alert, this ele- 
has the pleatare of chewing the 
•e, and the aatonialied Hporteniaa 
limaelf nnew, {iiRer twisting his 
ag his quid on t'other side, if be 
[ of discontent at not having sup- 
:kle, or not being more strongly 

ig remarks on this fish : 
fuBca) — Length when full grown, 
is; depth, fourteen or siiteen. 
gewise towards the belly, which 
i, rendering il easy to turn the 



equals fifteen, twenty, and even 
idual DOW before me comes to 
d a drum that was as heavy as 



eighty pqimds. I have been credibly informed of one that 
weighed a hundred and oae pouuda. He is taken abuodantlj 
during Ibe Hummer, both with line and net. 

" Color of the dram, a dull BJlvery, like the drosa of melted 
lead, with a &iDt, brassy tinge of ruddy, though between 
the Bcali:B the akin ia inclined to blackish on the back and 
aidea, and thereby givea ita denomination lothe fiah. Scalea 
of the body exceedingly large, atilF, homy, and marked by 
radiated and concentric lioea. Their form receding loiDe- 
wbat from square, and approaching the £gure of the letter D. 
They are ao planted in the akin, that it ia difficult to remove 
them. Lateral line, broad, rather indistinct, and mnning 
•caly to the end of the tail. Under the acales the ailvery hoe 
ii nkoat consideruble. A black patch on the other aide of the 
older indiriduals, behind the pectoral fin. All the Ena in- 
clined to reddish, more eapecially the caudal, pectoral, and 
dorsal. Bometimea the apace covered or shaded by the 
pectoral fin is pale or white. Tail even, eyea ailvery yellow. 

"Hia name of dnm haa been given on account of the 
drumming noiae he makes, immediately after being out of 

" He swims in nomerons shoals in the ahallow bays on 
the aouth aide of Long Island, where fishermen, during the 
warm season, can find them, almost 
a dull fiah." 

In addition to hia wheteabouta, 
fbmid in large company in the Kill 
where he ia often taken by the wei 
He aomelimea takea a ebvU up the at 
taken in Harlem river; and altha 
seem, by the following eilract fi-ot 

"A great tiavt. — A gentleman < 
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in ttw rare apart uf angling, Bnd has spent a gc^od part of the 
antnmer at Shantz's Hotel, Mecpmb'B Dnm. Rahing with va- 
ried gocceH for bawe and blue-ftah, dny before yesterday,* 
(Thursday,) atnick one of the monaters of lite deep thai 
BometuDea visit that vicinity. On the first pull be thought 
that he had atrock bottom, but his reel soon began to whiz, 
and hia line to run with great rapidity. Finding Dearly all 
hia line, 300 feet, run out, he took ap hia anchor-atone, and 
away weat the boat do^n the river about a mile ; ho then 
managed so as to make a tack, and up the river they went 
again, and down and up again for two hours and a half, until 
finally hia majesty was got into shallow water, and a seiznre 
made under the gills, but he slipped grasp and inade a sud* 
den lurch, taking rod aud line, and floored himself ou the 
grass about twenty yards from the boat. The gentleman, 
who is a nniscular man, succeeded ^th some difficulty in 
getting him into the boat, when he proved to be a drum of 
the largeat size, and on weighing at the hotel weighed a little 
nver seven^ pounds. This is believed to be (he largest fish 
ever taken ^th rod and reel. The hooka were ordinary 
basse hooks, with a yard leader od double Bilk-worm gut. 
purcbaaed at Brown's, a few days since, in Fulton street, near 
oar office. A fish of the same kind was taken last summer 
in the Kills, by Mr. Michaels, weighing over for^ pounds, 
and one by Mr. Keese, a few years ago, weighing over fifty 
pounds; but tliis caps the climax, and Mr. R. deserves a 
great deal of credit (or hia perseverance in this eilniordinaty 
feat." 



CHAPTER XV. 
or TBS BLACK, OR OSWEGO BASSC. 



This ii die faTorite gune fish of tfae Dortbem and weitsm 
pari! of our coanby, and is found in abundance in nio»t of 
die northern lakes and wutern riTerg. To our piscatorinl 
friends in New-York, Ohio, Michigan end Kentucky, Ihsy 
aflbrd nnceasing delight, and no Ush receives more encu- 
nuoms a» to llie pleasure derived, either from the rod or fork. 

His nsnal aize is about twelve to fifteen inches in length 
by two inchei in thicknau and five inches hroad. The color 
is deep black along the back and mdes, growing lighter to- 
ward! the bellf , and becoming jellowish, in the female. It 
has a (hick oval head ; largo mouth, with rows of small teeth ; 
a wide dorsal fin near the centre of the body; another to- 
wards the tsD, with CI ~ '" — '" "' " ' "" ' " " 

The body is quite thick 
terminating in a awallov 
fish, which betray its [ 
elude pursuit. It ia fa 
kinds of small fish, but 1 

The Bufialo correspi 



i Oiwego I 



9 of differ* 



1 species. 



Hear 



" Tke Omega and Black Baiie. — The Oswego basse and 
black basse bear so strong a resemblance to each other tlial 
not one fisherman in too knows them as distinct entities. In 
form, color, weight, and habits, the two are almost perfectly 
identical; and yet their difierencss, though minute, are strik- 
ing and essential. An Oswego basse, when placed by a 
black basse of the same nze, is readily distinguished by his 
more forked tail, his greater thickness of shoulder, his coarser 
scales, and, above bU, by hie month, which, whan open, is 
nearly twice as large as that of the black basse. In Lake 
Ontario the Oswego basse is abundant, and the black basse 
comparatively rare. In Lake Erie, the black basse greatly 
prsdomioAtss, and it may be doubted whether the Gawego- 
maa — like certain citizens of the Ontario shore — is not an 
interloper in onr waters, who has found his way to a» from 
below through some canal. However this may be, he is 
certunly right welcome ! 

" The black basse is oar chief object of pursuit — his cap- 
ture is our dearest triuiaph — his captive form oar proudest 
trophy. When word Brat comes, in June, that the black 
basse bites in our river, wbat a stir there is among our anglers.' 
—what qneettoning as to the ^hen, and tho where, and by 
whom, and with what bait, and the nnmber, and size f — what 
an aniions inquiry after big minnows '. — what a raking and 
scraping of pond-holes for soft lobsters! — what a watcbing 
of the skies '. — and, if there be no wind, or a zephyr from the 
soalh or west, what bright and hopeful faces '. — but if the 
storm rage, or aa easterly wind, however gentle, fan our 
sleeping bay, what rueful countenances '. — what half-sap- 
pressed repininga '. — what a woful, spiridess attempting to be 
buqr about our ordinary avocations ! And why this commo- 
tionl Because this is the very prince of our game-Gshae. 
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Rk capture m a less easf task, and involve*, or ii nippoaed 
to involve, mure gcience, and to be a truer proof of ment a> 
■D angler, than any other tenant of onr crystal water*. Bat 
(let me whiaper it in thy ear, my friend !) there is mocfa of 
fancy in all this. He is a noble fiab, and aliaggle* vigoroiuly 
■nd moat pertinacioaaly for liberty ; bnt do art nor skill, nnat- 
tainable by tbes, or any one, is reqnidte lo hook or draw 
him from his element. 

" This fish beds in onr ■treamg and rivers, and probably, 
too, on the ban and shoals of our bay. Numbers nm up the 
larger itreami in May, and bite freely at the worm, in the 
middle and latter part of that month, in the Tonawanda. His 
■q>peaiance is too bmiliar to need descHptioii. Hia color 
Tsries, though it generally approeches black. I think only 
the smaller basse ran up the creeks. Those taken in Tona 
wanda seldom overweigh two or two and a half poonda, and 
have a greenish hue. In (he river they attain a weight of 
fbnr and four and a half, and even five pounds ; and occasion- 
ally heavier ones have been taken, weighing even eight 
ponnds. The river Rsh, when freab from the water, is fre- 
quently banded, like the perch, vrir"- ' ' ' ' ' ^—' — 

kne, which disappear, however, ai 
oolor of the fish as he becomes dt 
hook, in the Niagara, nntil Jane. 1 
but is fattest and best in antumn." 

He is angled for in the naaal w 
It of tackle as the striped t 
luiaslic wenem sportsme 
t (ban either. Bnt the 
mode of pnrauil is with the troUinf 
indebted to a friend who has fi-eqne 
Ibllaning interesting oommnnicatioi: 

" This it a game fish, afibrding t] 
enjoyment These fish are taken 
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eoUected m Iheir feeding graimdi, in August and the aiib«e> 

qnent bU niDnttu, tbp]' are lometimeB taken in comidermbls 

nomban. The taa^ mode of ugliiig ibr them at thu time, 

it «itber with or without ■ float, and with live bait — a imall 

fiah taken Iot Ihe paqHxe, along the Uhe ahorei or in brooks. 

They are exceedingly itroag and actiTe — qnahtieB which 

delight the angler. When fint hooked, the; ran Terj wild, 

and almoat inviriablj riie to the Miriace, and leap one, two, 

and even three feet in the air, ahaking the bead violently, 

evidentlj with ■ view to dialodge Ihe talal hook. Freqneutlj, 

wbile making their nuH, they will ntddeoly tain and come 

with all dieir power direcUy towardi their enemy, and by 

thna aUddng the line, will aoceeed in ahaking the hook looie : 

thi* often hsppena with Dneipei-ienced fishermen, bnt more 

rarely with the angler who holda a good reel and winds 

rapidly. The moat beaalifDl mode of angling for them 

known, ia trolling either with liie bait or an artificial fiy of 

He. The writer has aucceeded 

uade on a lorge^ized Limerick 

triped basse when Gahing witb 

» fiillowc— Body of a peacock 

et kerseymere aikd white pigeon 

pped ihiin a white goose.qQill, 

ickle, and snrmoanted vrith thiu 

'or trolling pleoNuitly and com- 

irovide a moveable seat, which 

lale of hia boat, in order that he 

oarunaa, and lacing tlie BCeru. 

and of his rod and line, and not 

titnde which the lowness of ihe 

iild reel off fii^ to uity , or even 

depth, two hundred feet, a» the 
Jly dart aside as the boat passes. 
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•nd io not TDtum immediately to their harboiing apot, nhich 
M one reaBon wb; those who do not nee the reel are not u 
■uccesBfol SI those who employ it. After a few momenta 
thej glide back to ibeir bvorite apot, and aa the fly comes 
along, dart at and seize it. A strong tug is fell by Ibe angler, 
wbo boa only to draw gently, and Ms prey ia featened. The 
oarsnuiQ reals on his oars, to give the angler fiill command 
of his line. The noble Gab, after one or two nmg to right and 
left, roddenly risea and ntakea his splendid leap, and plnng- 
ing. again seeks the bottom, again rises, and then tries his 
last experiment of doabing right towards Ae boat. He strag- 
glea long and vigoronaly, bnt tua atrengtb ia at laal eihansted, 
and yon trail your unresisting captive to the landing net. I 
bave taken [hem of vorioua weights, the largest weighing five 
panndanineonnces: thiswaadanel8Bt(nmmer(I844)inLske 
George. 1 believe they are sometimes taken much larger 
in the St, Lavrrence river, and apper lakes, bnt my BcqaaJDl- 
ance with them is limited to the beautiful lake jnat men^ned. 

"At SbemU'a capital hotel at Caldvrell, every &cility for 
enjoying this delightfa 
fiahing groDnds are dot 

"An excellent hooa 
miles down the lake, v 
salmon troat are sitoa 
groond for the baaae in 

"Abonl IBD milei 
the Narrows, where Ih 
dielving rooky ahores, i 

"Anglers will find 
kept by Mr. Lyman, v 



"In trolling for the 
frequently strike thosi 
weight, even widi (he < 
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Thore i» to great a differeoce, both in ib^ie ami color, bo- 
tweea the fish of thii nzs and thou of two or more ponnda 
wsight, ihat ■ itnuiger wooM never take (hem to be of the 
aame apeciei. Theae •mall fiah ara tmj limilar in ahape ta 
the blue-Gih of the aalt water, while Ihoae at the larger aiza 
Bpread in width a> ibey incrsaae in aize, ao that a fiih c^ two 
and a half to Ihree poimdiy is of a ibqie b« tween a black-Gah, 
or lantog, and the bmooa aheepahead. In color they differ 
alao greatly : the amiill baaae being of a light doll greeoiah 
color, while the larger grow darker a* tbey iocreaae in aizo, 
the largeat being Dsarl; black on the back, and of a t«7 daik 
browmdi green on the ndea. The yoonger gentry, above 
deacnbed, are not to be deapiaed cm accoont of thsii aixe, 
for when taken with a light tront rod, they will be hand to 
be a 6ae vigorooa fiih, and when in iheii temerity they aeize 
the large fly, en feeling the hook, they will, true to thrar 
nature, moke the leap, in imilatioD of their airea, thna ahow- 
ing memaelvea to be game fiah. 1 have known them lo leap 
three time! while reeling in the long trolling line, whereaa 
the larger gentry rarely leap more than once." 



CHAPTER XVL 
or THE SHEXPSHEAD. 



Tms b anolber fish takea b; the bla^-fish and basse gporl»- 
men in the vicinity of New-Yoik. He afibrdi consider^le 
ezcitemeut in capture, and nnich pleaenre u a table fiah.' 
Of late yean he has been conaidered very scarce, and does 
not seem willing, aa nioal, to tickle the palates of the iufaabit- 
anlB of Manhattan Island. 

Bheep'i fi«ii<i— (qianiaovia.— MilchilL)— " With imulty 
bee, banded sides, pale com^Jeiion. nrominent evebrows. 
and grooved dorsal fin. The fi 
tain smnttiness of bee, have a 
pbysiognomj of the sheep. ' 
which be is nsnally distingiushei 

" GcowB big enongb toweig 
weighed four pounds and a half 
length, eight in depth, and threi 
is the most ealsemed of I4ew-Yo 
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pries than ■nj, eieeptiag, perlupi, freah nlmon and tnnit. 
The price voriet froiD a dollar to one bnodred nnJ fif^ cents, 
for a fiah of middle aize; that k, &om fbnr to sevea ponnd*. 
Nothing, in (he opiuinn of a New-Torker, can exceed bailed 
•beepabead, aerred np at a inmptaoiu dinoer. 

'■ Genanl color of Ibe aheepihoad a wbita or obacure ail- 

'rei7, with a amatty daubing over the face and chin, and a 

gteeoiah tinge above the brow, and aix or aeven dark bands 

or zones of an inch or more m breadth, regularly alantiDg 

from back to bally ! ths latter a dnll white, approacMng, in 

•ome plscea and iodividnali, to cream color. Bcalea large, 

homy, diatingQiahed by radiated and concentric lines, aikd 

■omewhat like a square imnded at tfae comers. Tbey are 

deeply inserted into tbs akm ; adbere with remarkable firm- 

neia ; and when they are aeparated, there is discoverable, on 

the edges of the skin that enclosed them, a sort of tamigb«il 

argentine or brightish leaden hoe. Rays of aU Ihe fins coarse. 

' "■" " " ' ' ■ 'le neighborfiood of Long Island 

le depths of the ocean, he finds 

re, a plenty of the crabs, nmscles, 

I to feed. He confines himself 

er having been seen in the treeb 

iDce is only dnring the warmest 

inning of Jmie to the middle of 

ts to the unknown depths of the 

e nntfl the ensuing summer. I 

o tbtj later ; for one of the most 

pahead I ever saw in New-Yorfc 

ctobor, 13M. I have aeon him 

in ahoals. and is sometimes aor- 
yj the seine. Several hnndred 
ingle hanl, with the long aweop- 
own. Babylon, and Fire Island. 



Tbej even tell of thcnuanda being broaght to land at a 

" He alao bites at the hook, and u not onfreqiieDlly 
caught in snccesBioiu The outfitliog of a ibeepBheBding 
par^, ia alwaya oa ocnanon of conBiderable parade and high 
expectation, ai I have oltea experienced. Whenever a 
afaeepshead is brought on board the boat, more joy ia mani- 
fesled tlian by the possession of any other kind offish. The 
sportsmen view the exercise so much above comaion fishing, 
tbat the capture of the aheepshead is the moit deairable com- 
binadon of lock with skill ; and the leats of hooking and pall- 
ing him in, famish materials for the most hyperbolical stories 
The Bheepshead ia a very alout Gsh, and the hooks and lines 
ore strong in proportion. Yet he frequently breaks them, 
and makes his escape. Sheepshead have been caoght with 
such fiah tackle fastened to their jaws. When the line and 
book gives way, the accident makes a serious imprearion on 
the company. Aatheposseaaonof theaheepahead is a grand 
prize, ao his escape is felt a distressing loss. I knew an an- 
cient fisherman, i ' 
place, and circumsi 

" Thb fish ia I 
wide and shallow 
Island. 

" The plaees w 
are aboDt 40 miles 
removed from his 
spoils after death.' 



line, of hemp or o 
ieet in len^, and 
and heavy sinker, 
I stont black-fiah 
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■bonld bs IhonmgUj tried befbrs thej are cut into &e wster 
With locli aa oatfit, the iccidenli ipokeD of b^ Mitchill niB7 
b« avoided. 

Ad unatear friend, who hai had great nicceu in taking 
tfaii fish, liinuahes the Ibllowiug: 

" This noble Gab haa becoma qoke ecarce in our hartrar. 
1^ writer has taken them repeatedly on a small reef near 
Ooremor'a Island, opponte the Bsttei;, but this was in days 
long since gone by. The; are taken sdll occaBioiuillj at 
Caving Point, and o[^HHile the signal poles at tfaa Narniwi ; 
also at Pelham Bridge, and in Little Hellgate. 

" Strong tackle is eswntial tor taking them, aa Hiej are a 
very vigoroos and powerful fish. They are uanally Gmod on 
rnefa or in tiie neigbborhood of large rocks, whither they re- 
tort lor their favorite food, wluch is the small rock crab and 
die Boft^hell clam — a very common bait is the latter. The 
clam ia pat on the book whole, by inserting the point of the 
hook throngh the stem, and burying the whole of the corve 
in the body of the clam. This fish ia fhrniskied with a fine 
■et of front teeth, very nearly resembling the teeth of the 
sheep — whence the name ; the roof of the month is literally 
pav«i with round teeth, placed closely together, like tlw 
paving stones in the carriage tivck of our city, enabling them 
to crack ^e shell of the clams with perfect ease. Some 
anglers, after placing the clam on the hook, slightly crack 
the shell on one side; but this sometimes canaes die flesh 
of the clam to be exposed to those enemies of the angler for 
eheepshead — the bergalls. The eheepahead will take the 
whole clam when he finds it, and crack it in his paved month, 
without the previous aid of the fishertnan. Where the imali 
Rill. .» nnt nlnniv. — which is the caBe on the feeding grotmds 
ich prefer a bait of the opened aofl 
I — BS large at least as a pallet's egg — 
e snccesafiil willi it than widi the 
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whole clam. The shedder crab it also a Ter; Gee, attraotive 
bait for them, od gnnuidi where small fieli are not nomeroDi. 
" Qieat care and skill are reqoiaite Id plapog a iheep*- 
bnd. Hia nuu are very vigorona, and his strugglea to gat 
rid of the hook very powerful. He will daah bead-foremoat 
agaiiut H lock, or the bottom of the boat, in the most violent 
manner, evidently striving to rid himself of the fatal hook, 
•nd has ot^sn been known to ancceed in breaking the hook 
and escaping. I ouce saw a verj fine one, which a compan- 
ion was playing, daab violently against the large rock, (one 
of the famoos stepping stones in Long Island Soand,) and in 
his next mn, mghing against the bottom of the boat, with b 
land thump ; and when finally anbdoed and taken, the shank 
af die book vras fbtmd to be broken, and he was only held by 
the atroDg goaging of the line. The experienced fishermen 
■long the Long Island shore of the Sound, of^en sooceed in 
taking sbeepabeod, by 
ishermen, and baiting 
two, in the proper eei 
depositing tfaem on thi 
flood-tide They are 
water. These cnniuD 
tion of baiting, and i 
often giro evasive am 
«f Great Neck, who, 
yon catch your sheep 

"Tbe general tnoi 
Hne, and as before ob 
are also taken, by ai 
lighter tackle, afiordiu 
endeavors to escape, 
k large landing net sfa 
mine, now deceased, i 
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in FUtlandi baj, loiiie 7<»re iloce, and wben be had ftufy 
aihau5ted lli< atrength bj long ukd careful ildll, and wa* 
reding bim towudi the boat, on tbe snr&ce of tbo water. 
loM bi* Doble prize bj die rapadtjr itf a TiUaooiu afaark, who 
■eiied tbe fiib, and broke awaj with part of tbe line. In ibe 
evening of tba ume d>7, aome net fishermen were banting 
the rane on a neighboring beaob, and captnred Ibe piratical 
monaler; and on opening bim, the ibeepabead wu found in 
hi* itomacb, partly digeated, with my friend'* hook in Ida 
jaw." 

The Bnfiiilo correapondent remaika, of tbe fraah and aalt 
water abeapahead- 

" Thia ia a vilUin in general eatimation — the peat of ^le 
fiabar fbrbaase— a Bab that pntteth tbe oook, who wonld ren- 
der him acceptable at table, in a qnaodarj — fivm wbich, I 
tun aony to nj, I cannot relieve her, thongh ahe be at her 

" He ia generally brown, gray or reddiah above, and of a 
dead, impnre white below. Hia head ia Urge, and hia body 
ia flattened latterly, tboogb the fiying-pan rejectedi him. 
ee poonda, though he Bome- 
Hta food, hia bannta, faia 
black baaae, whom he ever 
■e intended by nature ai a 
Jewel of the flood. He is 
iholerio angler — who pnlla 
■on tbe atonea. 
L Insty, oraf^ flah, bepraiaed 
picnre. At the tnm of tbe 
L on yoar book at a montlv 
1 pnlli like a aalmon aa 7011 
ep, and broad-barred aidea, 
^t low ialet in the Great 
lich yon ha'e jnat hauled 
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h"" — bow briUiaDfly titBj ibovr, and maka jon think of (he 
dying dolphin, sod of old ArioD ! and whea be reposes at the 
head of the table — fit place for bim — beoatifiil, thongh boiled, 
bow heartfelt is llie homage he receives from nil aroiiDd ! 
Truly, it it libel on him, to call by tba same name thia Faria 
of the lakes. 

" And yet oar fish is TJgoroiu, and not altogether destitute 
ofbeaaty, to the eye at least of those who know him not. Is 
it not cbronicled, that at Black-Rock, a strange angler once 
bartered sway two noble basse for two large Bheepsbeada, 
which, for the nonce, were called white bassel 'The 
Ireckled toad, ugly and venomoos, wears yet a preciona 
jewel in bis bead ' — and onr fish, m bis ctnmsy craninm 
wears two small loose bones, serrate, and white and polished, 
wbich mnst have some ose to him, some wondroos adapta- 
tion to his mode of life, whicb. when unfolded, will prove 
that he is not unregarded by Him who made the great whale* 
and the fishes of the sea. 

" His month is pared with lai^, flat, rongh bones, or 
teelb, tike those of the sea fishes that root up and devour the 
hardest testaceee : and, I have little doubt bat that the natu- 
nlisi who watches him Qarrowly, will one of these days de- 
tect bim crushing and consuming the TJoi and Anadontas — 
the fresh clams of our muddy flats and sandy bars, 

" He bites at the worm, the minnow, the cbab, the lob- 
ster, and makes good play with the line, thoDgh he gives in 

more qaickly than the basso. Ar '■ ' — ' 

generally disdugnish his bite ani 
moat knowing ones are sometime 
basse until he is birly broaght to i 

"When yon have caught him, li 
him, have him ; and take to thyself 
menl is more like leather than flsh 
saying, that (he more yon cook hm 



•ud t un not amre that lie u ever ealeo ran. But, «me 
paople do eat him, and pmtett to like turn : the^ miiat have 
■lupendfHu powen of mastiaalioD and digeatkui. I haTo 
been told, tha^ moated whole In the aaliM, joit u he cornea 
&om Ibe water, be h aarmj and tender— Md ertdat Juda%tl 
I once did eat bim. prepared aafbUowa: He wu split dirongh 
die baok, pat apon the gridiron, diere grilled enoagh to 
cook a aide of pork : hil fleah waa remaved from the akin, 
boned, chopped np into dice, (probablf with a cleaver,) «nd 
alawsd with milk, bntter, pepper and salt. I muit aay , that, 
though it was meat of great tenacity, and raigbi well b« 
likened onto India-nibber, it had nuioh iweetneM " 



CHAPTEBXVIL 

OW TBE COD AND TOH-OOB. 



The cod is another salt-wateT fiih of the world, or, more prop- 
erly, the more northern coutB of the civilized world, ob &r bi 
known. They are taken in abondance on the coasu of Eng- 
land, France and Germany, and are found in immenie nmn* 
bera on the northern ehorei of onr own continent. They area 
fine, edible fish ; and although not mimh of a game fiah, afford 
considerable sport to many of our eaatem onglerB in the vici- 
nity of Boston. 

Smith remarki on this fiah — " W< 
to enter into a minute deicription. 
able producUon of fhe sea to man, 
whole coast of Masaachiuetta, bat t 
vigor and abundance stiQ farther nai 

The cod in gregarions, going i 

partjcnlar localities, ^hich afibrd Iti 
greatest abundance : sea-worms, sn 
plants, are common on clear, aand} 
there the cod is canght. 
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" The iit«bore cod, as on iLe Oreal Banki, are cm^bt 
with a liae in two to nx sod eight Bt thmrui of walar, where 
die tide ebb* end flaws with considerable force orer rocky 
AmadingB. Pleasore boati are often nicceuTiil ia hanling 
one or two hondred in a day, weighing finm one to fifteen 
ponndi. Tlioae lar^e ■pecimeo* teea occaaiooally in the 
■talli, are procnrod farther oat at les. 

" In the ipring, the cod >eeDU nDcommonly voracious ; 
for however unincceMTal it naj haee been in snalching the 

been laceraled, it seizes with avidity the very next it discov- 
ers. Woonda heal in a few days, so that bowaver badly the 
■kin is torn, the gelative of the blood is poured in so copiously 
as to close the breach moch sooner than the Iiealiug process 
is completed in warm-blooded animals. 

" Two or three years once, the beeper of Eainslbrd Island 
caught a cod which had sospended to aboni a yard of line, 
a lead weight of aereral pounds, the other rad bang secured 
to a hook which was deefjy imbedded in (he bones and m- 
tegoments of (he upper jaw. How long the fish had been 
dragging abont the inconvenient borden, it was difficult to 
decide." 
I , One of the most important features in this fish, is ita 

astoniahing fecnodity. Lenwaohock has had (he pa(ieDce tu 
count nine millions of eggs in a single cod ; and alchongh 
hnndreds of millions of these eggs are hourly destroyed by 
the fishermen, who lake tbem at all ssasoDs, and their more 
voracious brethren of the ocean, who feed npoa them — still, 
says a French wri(er, on the snbject of their prolific powen, 
istible supply of wholesome 



\ 



i 
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ttougfal preferable. Man; kinda of Gah may be rocceMFIilly 
caoght b]r the fle«h of (heir own Bpecies ; bat (his ia not ihe 
case witb the cod. That fhs odor of some kiodi o( bait u 
particularlj ^eeable in well eabkbliabed : bnt the bumII of 
putrid matter, to this fish, is so oSensive, that inatead of plaj- 
ing aboDt the hook, thej generally go beyond ita inflneoce. 

They are made an object of much aport and pleasure by 
tlie angling tnhabitanta of Boston and viciui^. The usual 
mode of taking them ia with a stout cotton or hemp Ihe. from 
fifty to one hnndred and fifty feet in length, and about on«- 
fbnrth of an inch thick, according to the depth of the water, 
with the largeat size black-fish hook, or a small size fisher- 
man's cod hook, and a sinker weighing from one to foot 
pounds. Parties on such excDinans seldom return without 
a boat-toad of cod, and a well-satisfied hut very Uied set of 

Aa ao instance of wliat can be dons with this fish, with a 
fight tackle, it waa stated ia the papers of the day, about a year 
■ince, that Daniel Webster caught, at Msrehfield, a cod weigh- 
ing nine ponnda, with a common treat line and trout hook. 

The cod is most delicioua aa a table fish, and is cooked 
m Tarions ways ; when fresh, he is usually fried or boiled ; 
when dried, he ia an object of export to all parts of the conn- 
trj; atthe east, whenin this state, heis preparedandmasbsd 
up into cakes with potatoes, and is a fiivorite dish. Of late 
years, the frequenters of New-York dining saloons have been 
rather amused by the often reiterated cry of the w 

'Hurry vp (t*™ jt»i-ir"- ' ''''^- '- 

the potatoe fish-cakes ol 
the Gothamites by Swe 
for the appetites of the 
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Tkt Tem-Cod or Frott-flMi.— Tbia ii a small ^e<»e« ol 
the cod, that ram up the riven in the Ticinitf of the ocaan, ' 
and ii fband both in thii conntcy and many parts of EnmpOi 
Although not much of an angle Gah, he afiordi, with (heflooD- 
der, a piM nua for the angler in the viciid^ of Boalon and 
New-York, in the {Jeaaant di^ of April and November, 
when the baiae fiihing aeaaon u ovar. 

Bmiih afg%—" The lom-cod may be recognized by three 
donal fini, two anal, three abdominal, two pectoral. The 
(bdonunal are nnall and dender, being before the pectoral, 
as it respects the bead ; under the tip of the onder lip u ona 
short, Btomp-liko cirms. The caudal Ea is broad, and roonded 
at the extremity. TeeA fine, both in the throat and jawa ; 
white, small and plnmp tongue ; the lalend line bearing np- 
wards. Its oidor varies at different aeasona of the year, from 
a rich orange to a light greenish yellow, shaded by a dark 
brown on the back, and gradually becoming light or yellow 
between the vent and the gillg. It varies in length, from mi 
to fifteen inches, and weighs from a quarter to nearly two 
pound), depending, of conne, on the age, sex and season. 
In the lunrdi of Europe — admitting this to be the fish, which 
at present cannot be doubtod— they have been occasionally 
known to exceed eight poands. The spawning •aaacMi ap- 
pears to be in February ; in this climats, abonc the fint of 
May, they begin to take the hook." 

They are asaally taken by the basse and taulog angler, 
with the ordinary tackle, with the exception of the book, 
which ehoold be a No. 9 black-fish, or No. 6 Kirby. Whra 
pursuing this sport exclusively, a small flax Kna aboat Mcf 
fiu^r n. l.niMli "t—lio,! tn . rflir lod, or in boat fishing, a me- 

with small hooks attached 

vary purpose. 



CHAPTEE XVm. 
' THE FLOVNDKB. 



This is one of the moat lingalBr md odd-looking pi 
of the deep, and were it not tbat they ore the conimon nit 
water fish of the world, wonld be viewed wilh wotider and 
BMomihment. One would luppoae, fnnn the flat sppearBnce 
end fotmBtion of their bodies, tbat nature had been rather 
•caice of materiala when making P" ''■'■ <!i«!.;nii nf th* •ntt 
water tribe. Besides mHny place 
meroos to mention, in the old worl 

quantities, and in good condittoD, in 
to Smith and Milchill, in the vicini 
sachmetts, and also to the sonth ai 
The former remarks— " No fcmilr t 
terized by ao many strong circnmst 
on one side, but bo arranged as to 1 
aboDl eighty degrees. The side oi 
is always colored, bat the oppoi 
whitish. In fact, their anatomy ( 
want of (pnmetry. Writers ren 
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dmt the two liilm arg naeqiul, and il ii Teiy rare to find the 
pectoral fin« rsiemblnig one another. In the branchial mem- 
brane are Gve rajs ; die bcxly seeuu compreued, as (bough 
preued betweea twrj atonea ; the doraal Gn encircles the 
Rah like a ribbon, ao that the baci is on one aide I The venter, 
or inude cavity, b quite amall. but prolonged bto a canal in 
the aide of the taiL There ii no air-bladder ; and the skoU 
is the oddeil of all crania, !n conaeqnenca of the BrrBngement 
for accommodating both ejes on one side. 

" Nutwithatanding the confiued inanTMr in wUch lbs 
■keteton is pat together, distorted, and twisted in the qneei^ 
est form, there is onlj about the ordinary namber of bone*, 
entering into the coinpodtion of other fiahea. 

"flbiHiiIer. — (Platessa Vulgaris.) — Being withont th' 

swimming-bladder, they Datarally keep near the bottom. 

Indeed, organized, aa they obvionaly are, for looking upward, 

rathier than downward, for their food, as well as the ol^}scts 

■' '■ ' lie rapid in its movemenla, bol 

irface of the mod, into which it 

lae of fright." 

g: "FfouaAtro/JVew-rort.— 
With wide, toothed, oblique 
lonn twck. Grows to the size 
and twelve brood, in the sonth 
eigha five ponnda. I have seen 
There is conaiderable variety in 
if die back and fins commonly a 
r spots ; and yet varieties occur, 

is very plain." 

1 of this fish, at New-York and 
inchel in length by three to ten 

hey lie in the soft mud at the 
le docks, Inmber piles, bridge 
insects, and the spawn of fishes. 
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Thaj are in the beat cimditHiii in the spring aoil M\, the heat 
of the Runmer not being favorable to Ibeir perfection, at 
which time their fleeh it soft and not aa palatable. They are 
a favorite angle Gsh at all the bridges neu Boston, whom 
Gihennen can be seen at almost any time in mild weather, 
hanling them ap or waiting for a bite. They are taken in 
Harlem river, New-York, in the vicinity of ibebridgea, and at 
the nomerons black-Gsh and rock gnnmds. Theydo not appear 
to keep any partScalar kind of company, bnt give the more 
Goiahed baaae angler some troable when aeeking a ten-ponnd 
rock at the bottom, by nibbling the bait with hii small mondi, 
and Bometimes iiuiating on being hooked. 

The nsnal mode of taking Mm is with a small flax drop- 
line, and amoll black-fiab tackle ; to inaare aucceas, qnite a 
imall hook must be naed, aay aboat No. 8 hook. The baaae 
angler often provides himself with amall hooka, and when hi* 
bvorit« fiah ia not on the feed, ia content to take, if be can 
get diem, a meaa of So 
good pan fiih, and by 
conndered an efncoret 
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or TBI BLVB-riSH 



Tw* fiih it ■ qtacie* of dra tnackenil, and i 
pusei under Oiut HBme. Ha hu hii peculiar gKnmdi in 
LoDg Island Soond, where be acheol* from the ocean in the 
moDtlu of June, July and Aogiut, after whicb he retnnu to 
the aea to ipend hU vacation. They are taken only by troll- 
ing with the artificiBl •quid— a mode of omiueineiit culling 
into action the pbyncal as well as acientific powers of the 
angler. They are a good table fiab, when prepared and 
cooked immedialely after being caught, bat grow strong 
and rancid a ter being any length of time out of the water. 

The Art of Trailing, of late years, has become a &Torile 
mode of piscat'>rial amusement, and the bloe-fish aSbrds tu 
the inhabitants of Conneclicnt, New-York and Long Island, 
a large amount of satisfaclioQ in its pnraoit. It is oBDally 

r. J !.. . J .; — J ._;i .^oat, with a goide who knows 

I tbe shore, and dramng in al- 
1 is most practiced, and bmng 
: sex, who often compose the 
coorae Btampa it at once with 
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prnfeotioD. To those kdieB who onfbrtiuiBlelj have lo 
bo placed oa the lut of inralidB, and can endure the de- 
lightful uid bracing nimmer breeze and gentle soath wind, 
a few daya' sport m the Sound, with ablue-fiahing partj, will 
amply repay them for their esertioti. 

The tackle ia aimple, cheap, and eanly arraDged : it ia 
composed of a aqoid made of bone, iirary, tin or peerl, with 
a atont line, of from 100 to 150 feel in length, attached ; and 
when the boat is in fidl sail, the aqnid ia thrown oat, the fiah 
hooked, drawn in and shaken off, and thrown oot, alternately. 
We give an eitnct from a letter written by a gentleman on 
an eicnraion on the south side of Long Island : 

" Who tbat has been ■ frequenter of oar bsya and inlets, 
can ever ibrget the intense excitement attending the sport of 
bloe-fiBhing T Those who desire to be roccessful in this de- 
Ughtfol sport, should provide the maelvea with a proper outfit, 
(which can be procored at a trifling expense at any of the 
ahops where fishing tackle is aold,) as an omission in this 
may reeull in diaappointment. 

" The tackle in moat general nse, is a squid nude of block- 
tin, lead, mother-of-pearl, or white bone, of a flat, narrow- 
oval shape, aay fonr inches long, armed on one end wiih a good 
sized book, (No. GOOD Kirby,) laid so that the point of the 
hook be perpendicular to the flat side of the squid. I would 
recommend a short length of a 
hole in the other end, to attu 
pestedly witnessed, in excnrait 
Island, the loss of a squid at a t 
could least aflord lo lose time ic 
to his damaged tackle. The 1 
sized, and welt laid, of, say fr 
A thin, light line will not anst 
hooked, there is more than an 
before the fiah ia accured ; an 
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the fiiher*! laoerated hwdi will remind turn that diere ii 
more comfort in trolling with die regular iqaiddiDg tackle 
tluit with s tight hemp line, soch ae we sometiniea >ee Died 
hy tha uninitiated. 

"Being thus provided with the tackle aoittible for this 
■port, jroa ^auM get a good stoat boat, with an experienced 
bay-man, vrho is au fait in itfl nuumgemeat, and inlimatelj 
acqnainled with the habiti and localitiea of the Gsh; for 
upon this, in a gnat msainre, dependa your chance of a 
good day'* sport. With a fine breeze, that will propel your 
boat some fbor or five milea an hour, you may embark, 
and baving reached the whereaboats of the fiah, cast over 
jour sqaid, with from 6(ty to one hundred feet of line, which 
■hould be tied secnrely to the boat. Tbe fish someliaieB 
strike with great fiirce, and neglect in Gutening the line fre- 
quently results in ita loss, with everything appertaining 

"Tlian ia ■ inwt Tnrrntv nf opinion regarding the length 
tiis kind of Gahing ; but I have 
icUned to lake tbe squid, they 
qnantj^ of line oat, as I have 
b a very long tine, but have 
le ones, myself, almost ander 
rtainly not over twenty feet of 

nd, the boatman should be par- 
ring tbe ipot where the school 



As an example of this, I was 
vaberry Inlet, some two years 
Itookaayfiafa,wB8 some three 
t, m the river; and instead of 
d down again, over the same 
ions to a space of about two 
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hoiidred jsrda, and wa> very Biicce«slu1, returning with > foil 
fare. When a Gah is stnich, the Uae shonld be haoled in 
with a steady pull — not jerked. If the line is allowed to 
slack, the fish it apt to throw itself off. 

" To disengage the fish from the hook, take the squid in 
the right hand, and bj giving it a slight shake, with the hook 
nppermost, the Sah will drop off into the boat. 

"When the boat is in stays, (tacting.) care ehonid be 
taken to hanl in the line ; an omission in ibis ^U cause yoor 
■qoid to sink and foul in the bottom grass. 

" Bloe-fish are sometimes taken from the shore, by cast- 
ing the squid as tar as possible into the water, and hauling It 
in with snffident rapidity to prevent its sinking &r below the 
nir&oe. This mode of fishing is attended with a large oatlay 
of labor, but in reward, some finefiah are taken. The placei 
best known and most resorted to for blue-fishing, are Baby 
Ion, lalip, and Quogue, L. I. The two former have the great 
South Bay, with Fire Island Inlet, for its ground ; the latter 
the East Bay, and Pine Neck Inlet. Babylon and Islip are 
nigh at hand, and " - .. 

miles east of New. 
by means of the L 
five bouTR of the c: 

" In visiting th 
gun will find a p 
man in its propriei 
Dear which, at P 



CHAPTER XX. 
or THE SEA-BASSE, POKQEE, &0, 



Teisi are both aea fish, and abound in in 
in the ocean outBide of Sandy Hook, New-York, on what are 
called the Sea-Baase nnd Porgee Banks. In die sammer 
months, to the peot-ap cituen who is obliged to stay in tlie 
city during the sweltering heat of July and Aognsl — the 
Stranger who woold view the besntiea of one of the finest 
bacbon in the world — and to the more scientific angler, who, 
after a season's fiahing at the gently gliding fltreaiOi or the 
romantic maimtaia lake, wonld liko to try the more bracing 
BtmoBphere of the ocean — this mode of '"e''"C ^^ often 
afibrd a day of amosement and gratiScalion. 

During the above-meotioaed months, Meantboata are pre- 
pared and fitted np ibr this species of fisiiiDg, and make their 
trips sometimBS daily, returning, often, with well-satisfied 
amateor ocean angtera, each with their string of fish.* Id 
order to enliven (he scene on t' 



k taken, and cotillion partiea sre made np on the npper deck. 
A iklUol liarpoDner Bomeliiiieg makeB one of the party, and 
givei excitement to the scene bj atriking and taking a poi^ 
poise. The boat tenches at Conej Island, givbg the passen- 
gers an oppomuutj of a sea bathe and a clam bake; and also 
at Fort Hamilton, atloning an opportnui^ to view the fbrtifi- 
cstions of the harbor. 

In addition to this mode, scboonera and iloopa are char- 
tered b; private pleasure parties, who spend two or three 
days on an excnrsion down the bay and lonDd, affording op- 
portunity for ocean and inland fishing, and often retom with 
an ataonment of the finny tribe, conuating of perch, front, 
rock, ttiotog, bloe-fisb, floanders. cod-fish, sea-basBe, and pot^ 
gees, enough to stock a amall-sized fish market, 

The propiietors of the steamboats endeavor to accommo- 
date the passengers with bait and tackle, and sometimes suc- 
ceed; bat to insure 

of this description of a; 

should be of stout fla 

in length, (generally 1 

tackle stores,} with to 

apart : thaaa for por§ 

fish No. 3, described 

should be a stout Kir 

ways consiat of both ] 

■ometimeB taken off 

aguust the side of the 

be of common lead, i 

(the tatter size, if only 

is the only kind osed, i 

at the markets, ready 

bard, add a little salt 

booh much better. W 

&ree, and even tour fi 
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lo be on the ilert, and jerk ibongly at eadi bite, or toot but 
will be taken off. The fiih avera^ from one to four ponndi 
which, togetbar with joai ponnd nnker, makes a cooaider- 
able weight lo take in, in from ten to fiiieen bihonu water. 
The finger and hand will often become chafed and bliatered, 
where much lock ii eiperiencad ; to prevent which, the 
knowing onei prorida tfaemaelTea with a pair of old glorea. 
With Ihin additional equipment, yon can fully enjoy a hardy 
and active day'* apart, tempered with tbo bensGta uiiiiig 
from (he bracing ocean air, and the contemplation of the 
worka of die Creator on the great deep, so beaulifblty de- 
•cribed by the poet Dana, in the following beantifbl linaa : 

TjpaortbglaBalle! Ilookni; 



«l (11 iDDt ; ul lbou(hu at 



CHAPTER XXL 



In the foregoing articlei on llie iliSerent fishea. it has been 
the object, b« fiu' aa possible, to give necewaiy informatiQD 
of aU BDgla fishes, and the modes of takiog them. In for- 
Iheraitce of this design, man? more pages have been occapied 
than wu originally intended : but such a variety of fishes is 
offered by the DBbire and extent of onr coontry, that it has 
seemed almost impossible, without wading tbu» far, to do 
justice to onr subject. For the further benefit of tbs reader, 
we will Tentore briefly to refer to some others of the finny 
tribe. 

THE EEL. 

This serpentine looking amma 

and at the present, allhoogh lookei 
Boake tribe, is considered, by the 
forming a very savory dish. Tl 
water, are sometime* taken of a ve 
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taken, tat leoord, wm canght in one of die bays in Long Isl- 
and, and weighed aixMea and a half pounds. The; also, ia 
some instances, grow very large in fresh water atreams, and 
have been taken from seven to ten pounds weight. Tbejr 
are not game, bat occasion the angler much troable wherever 
be drops bis line, bj socking off bis bait or insiatiDg npon 
being booked ; when, with all care, the moat ezpeiieaeed 
sportaman seldom eacapes witbont great derangement of 
tackle. When sought altor, he ia takrn (we eaj taken, be- 
cause no difficulty ia ever experienced where he is) with anf 
kind of tackle and any bait. The most common mode, how< 
ever, with tboae who moke a practice of lakbg bim, ia with 
a common drop-hne, and a small black-fish or eel book, No. 
8 or 9. 

A ringnlar and beaatiful deacriptian of the eel, if any 
beaatf can be attached to the tribe, is found in some of onr 
&eah water streami, called the lamprey or seven-eyed eeL 

IE CHUB. 

nd, according to Smith, in some 
BSSBchiuetts. "It ia taken with 
■le-aorm. In winter it may be 
baiting with cheese and Vemce 

i>ack of a dusky green, Hie sidea 
the pectoral fins yellowiih, and 
iged with red. I'bia Gsh seems 
gler therefore, in Giing himself 
me deep hole, where the chub 
jctiog long roots of treea, is ob- 
y, or he will frightuu it awaj.'' 
E'asaaio river, N. J., Otsego lake, 
ler parts of New-Ytnk and Feiin- 
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T U E EEL. 



■ylvanja. Thdr lengfli is not OBoall; over ten inches, and the 
commoQ size aboat aii. In England and Gormany they are 
sometimea laken weighiog eiglit poanda. They ma; be \akea 
with tha same degree of cautioa, and with the same kind of 
tools aa thoae nsed fcr tront. They are attmcled also by 
umilar 1)ait : in the spring they will take the worm, and later 
in the season, the grauhopper, and the natural and artificial 
fly, of every description. In the fall they are again taken at 
the bottom, in the deep boles, with the worm, cbeeae, or 
breoii-paata, Balmon roe, &c. They yield considerable sport, 
and are worth the angler's toil, oAen being taken and placed 
as an edible an the table — they are not bad to lake with the 
knife and fork. 

OF THE BULL-HEAD AND BUCEEB. 

These are fish aBiially found in the same ponds and streams 
with perch and pickerel. They are sought after more as an 
object of sport, among the boys, than as forming an article 
of food, although they are sometimes cooked for the table. 
The sucker is also speared in large quandties by torch lighL 



These are all described by Smith 
of the Eastern States. They are qi 
good and nutritious food. They a 
caution, with tront and perch tack 
do not afford maeh sport. They gi 
land and Scotand, and find favor as 
works and among English Hnglera. 



OF THE HEEI 
A species of fish called herring, 1 



I] 
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■nneofthefreiliWBter Jtreamaof New-Jenejand Delawara. 
In the latter ilale, ihej are veiy ib;, ake the By, aud require 
lung rod* and fiae tackle, similar to that used for troat. la 
the viciuil; of Baltimora ifas; fi«h fine and &r off, and with 
rods from SO to 25 feet long, the sportsman eiperieociag t» 
much pleasure in Ae oaptnre, as in the taking basse, Iroul or 
aalmun. In this vicinily thej are called lall-Gsh. 

A fish siiQilar in appearance to the hemng, and called hf 
the some oame, is taken in the bay of New-York, off Fort 
Labyette. They jump readily at a white, red, or bacj' 
colored fly, and aSbrd capital aporL 

OF THE WHITE-FISH. 

This denomination of the finny tribe ia taken genarally in 
netA, and s&metiiaes by the basie and sdnHin angler, in many 
of the lake* in the western port of the state of New- York, and 
affords good sport. Ab a table fish, it baa the bigheat enco- 
miums from all sorts of people : it is sjraken of bb the church- 
tlecple top of perftclion, superior to the salmon or trout, or 
any other (ish that breathes and swims. ThoBS who have en- 
joyed adish of white-fish, win allow him to be second to none. 
OF THE CAT-FISH. 

Tbia is tbe common fish of the western waters, and is 
taken by western sportsmen, by sqoid and fly trolling, and 
afiords capital amnsemenl. They take their name from 
die noise Ihey make, rimilar to the pnrriug of a cat, very fa- 
miliar to those who have frequented the weaL They are 
also angled for with a stout drop-line, and tackle similar to 
that described for the sheeiMhead. They are fine table fish. 

> in DOT list of the fishes of 

ave described those which 
he angler, and must here 



CRAFTEB XXII. 
CONCLUDING REMARKS. 



Ws canuot emit inserting the fonowing elegnot and sppro- 
priale defenca of our art, from ihe ajperdons cut upon it bj 
B grettt man, by a mild and enthoaiaetic anialtmr, who occa- 
nonally saeks eqjojinent, from the cares and vexations of 
boooeH, ID mora pleasant pnrsiiita. 

" Tb« great and teamed Dr. Johoson MtiricaU; described 
■"giing thus: 'A slick and a string, with a worm at one end 
and a fool at the other.' Dr. Johnson never lat in a boat, 
siuToimded by a beaalifiil landscape, playing a basse of three, 
four, or five pounds ; nor stood on the green bank, contend- 
ing with a trout of like ■ ' ' " . . «. - ^ i 

one hundred feet astern 
or be would never have 
satire. There is □□ rec 
emit the body and min 
Breaking away from his 
coonting-honse, office, oi 
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the angler rallitw forth io die river, the baj, or some more 
diitBut watsr; and there, amid the moat beuitifiil aceneir 
of Qatare, pliai hia act The abaeuce from the iceae of toil 
and care, far a ihort aaBaon; the breathiag the fresh sod 
healthMair of thecoontiy; the traiuit to and from the place 
of amoBemeQt, and the eicitiog and delightful eierciie of the 
art ; ^1 combme to give tbia recrealioD a high pUce ia mj 
eatJmatioD-'-ttDd aa a christian, I certaioly aaVf that in some 
of my aolilary ramblea, or boat ezcunioua, with my rod, I 
have been fiivored with moat devout and gnleM emotiona 
of the heart, io contempIatiDg the beaatiea of creation; aiMl 
looking op from the worka of my Maker aroond me, to Him 
who made diem all, my meditaciona on the Divine goodnen 
and grace have been moat aweel. In these aeatimeDla I fuUy 
Bccord with the piona old angler, laaac Walton, who expresses 
them also in bis ancieat and noble work on angling." 

Finally, and to conclude, altheogb onr art haa been lightly 
apokeo of by a few learned and well meaning men, who cer- 
tainly never could have experienced any of ita pleasures, it 
has the sanction of the great and learned of all ages and of all 
coantriea, where the mild and effulgent rays of the aun ad- 
mit of the growth to perfection and beauty, of the inhabitanta 
of the chrystat watera ; and although we respect the laaming 
and talent of those who we know never had the least idea of 
the acience necesaarytoaome of the modea adopted; yet when 
we examine the Book of Booka, and find in the Book of Job, 
and io ports of the New Testament, referencea directly made 
to drawing oat fiah with a book ;* when we look at it as in- 
docing to the contemplation of the works of the Creator, and 
leading man from nature up to natnre'a Ood ; when we see. 
and hear, and read of the minister of religion, the pbilosopher, 

• «*CuuIthod dnw out tba LflvUthu wLlb a hook, or his loofue wltb 



=fe= 



the atBtesnun, and the poet, lioweyer official!; engaged, de 
lighting !□ a few honra' daily recreation in the art, and ^teak 
ing and writing enthnsiaeticallj in its favor, Ending 



we dunk tfae objectors might aa well hare tried to bold a 
whale with the thread of a apider'i web a* to have caused any 
hnman being to abandon a recreation at once so delightfal, 
amiuing, and beneficial, by their a«pereioiu ; and where the 
light and aiiy nothingnem of ridicule has cansed a doabl in 
die mind of one of its followers, the lilken line of praise haa 
canaed thooaands to pnrsae and defend it. 

Let all, then, who belong to the fralemity, having tfae 
great, the learned and the good for their eiample, follow in 
the footsteps of their iUastrions predecessors ; and that they 
may enjoy many a day of delightful pleasure and happinees, 
conpled with holy and contemplative feeling, binding Ihem 
by the cord of friendship to their fellow men ; and thai 

'Tbair UiiH mmf alvayi lU] li 

ia the fincere wish of an ardent adt 
As Ute penuer of the foregoing 
come too ardtnt in his edmiratinn 
W8 dose by inserting one more ef 
angling, which, from the dangers 
practice, wiU no doubt deter him fi 

TO A FISH or THI 

Wij tjatt tb« siTV *!■ 

Tnut me, there^ aoDf ht ( 

t have BO wleksd hooki 
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Enjor thT ilnuiis, O kinilea lik, 
tMi wli« u Aiwln, lor kit dtali, 

TbrMffa GlattoHT'i tUo lin 
Atuupu— * wnteb— to pnll Hum ti 
Sod fira theg •tmigth, O isntls Tr 
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND PART. 



Thi aante want of oomptete and ptecise infoimation in 
ngtid to ■ perfeot knowledge of the Eahea of the United 
Staue (hat exisled at the time of the isaoe of the first editioni 
nasa, with hardly an exertion, at the present moment. Tbo 
completiDn of the " Natural Histoi? of the Stale of New 
York" ha« added one link to the ehain of information on the 
aultject of natural science, which will one day extend aroimd 
and tnnd together a mass of useful information, of vast import- 
ance to Aiture generatious. Fiofessor Holbrook, of CbiirleBtoa, 
is now eogaged on a work on the Ichthyology of South 
Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, which promisee to be one of 
the most complete and beautifiil works of the kind ever iseued. 
Would iliat otbei slates, or scientific individuals, might follow 
m the tootstepe ol Ibeir illustrious predeceBsora '. and that the 
tenaots of the watera, as well as those of the air, had their 
WilsoD oi Audubon. 

The remaikB ol me celebrated and learned Dewitt Clinloa 
are aa applicable to the subject now as at the time ibev were 
written : " The energiea of the c 
direoted to the aoomnnlation of weali 
knowledge. But let us iervently ho; 
•0 euergetic, ia aatiaud in ita preseni 
sublime aomvea of gratificatjon." 

"Ts ellhcr bdla see the merdiaa 
Beared al the specue at psla pov 
Bee him, wtlh p^ns.of bod;, pai 
Bum Ihrongh Iba tropic, freeze I 
Will ihon da nuthiog (tn a noble 
Nothing to nuke phitoeophy thj 



But tba tMnpl* ^ f*"'* i* T*t Ofo, uid the nun* of Oie 
fint ichUiTologiit of America ii yet to be msmbed.* Aa 
wu to be eipeoted of a fint ■tlempt, the fbimer edidoos 
ooDtained mtxij eiron, bat Done of puticiJu' impoitaiice 
to the inglei. It hoa been the object of the preaent edi- 
tion to rariae and correct, and alio to add inch AiTtber 
infonnatioD as would be found uaeAil, ii 
ing. The author retunia hia ainr 
fiieoda who, with the true liberality of gentlemeD and qtorta- 
men, haTe kindlf aided him in thia nndertakiiig. The writer 
conaiden that hia ailualion, in the midst of the piaeatorial 
world, ia one that a&brda the beet ponible opportonilr for 
colleetiDg practical inlelhgence of interest to the angling 
■portsmsn ; and since be haa become known to aome ex- 
tent among hia Waltonian frienda thioDghont the country, 
conclodea to anbsctibe his name, and solicit from those inte- 
rCBted, such infonnatioii as will be of tbIoo " to all true men 
ling." 

ppreciating the proof of appio- 
1 attending the first two edittona 
lei indulgence for imperfectiona 
diip he makes no pretenaioiiB], 
bmitted to the angleia of the 
tngler. 

JOHN J. BROWN. 
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CHAPTER I. 

**! kiv« Ihfl lAbblEiif brooks tbe placid Iftkfl, 
Wlwra ipollad triml >Dd plks Itaelr pulloie 

When loidly Balmon leap, tn lanllght gleu 
Tin lUlely titer, lbs siptuBlvs tsf: 
Whan •irtped buis ud illTcr aqseietfos ] 

yntn monalen daily buk and dolpbliu la' 

TbaMl UuH«! ." ' -* * — "■ 

Truant I aicBr. i 

Foi nU lb» fold 

Akolers of the we 
wonld h&ve Bsid, nre ' 
in B iBDd of maoy v 
your pEeaoa of praise, i 
good, when yoD com 
auglara of the United 
of the globe for pleu 
■n eniioaB step and a 
"LwdoTI^ 



qwitiiig idTintacea of jroor own ; Ibi it would oocupr in 
ordiDuy lifetime, wen ■ man, with uigling implemeau, 
merely to explore tba watan and make acqnaiottmca with 
tiferj Tsiiely of fish that has " a local habitatioa and a name" 
within its eilanded bouodaiiea. 

Aa tha state of natural science in regard to the hietoty and 
habits of oar fishes is in its infuic]', ho also are the contriTancea 
and arts employed in taking them, fet nide and undeveloped. 
Bat wa ara lapidly incieaHJug our knowledge and refining our 
methods ; as we matt do whm pleasota, and nut profit, is the 
object of our puiBuit, and tha fish, constantly sought, become 
war; . and yield only to the utmost address of the angler. 

Hach certainly might here be said of the ordinary and ai- 
traoidinary game fish inhabiting the wsleis of both hemi- 
spheres, which bare long fuiniahad themes to cultivated aDgtera 
and piacdcol studies of the art. But much especially deservee 
to bo said of the finny inhabitantB of our own bright Etreams, 
which ara unhappily unknown to our brotherhood in the old 
world. Who that ever took a striped basse or squeteagDe 
of five or ten poond^ weight can ever forget the pleasur- 
able excitement and ecstasy of tba moment ; or what man, 
worthy the name, whose fortune has been cast among the 
noiliiem lakes, can fail, eveo in hie dreams, to remember the 
inteuBe aAJoyment that thrilled his sool and senses as he trium- 
phantly drew from its pellucid waters, after a long skitmish 
and a donblfitl struggle, a three foot trout oi a large black 
basse 1 Who, too, that has made one of a party in the briny 
bay, and captured a mess of lively barb, or the noble sheeps- 
haad, after a vigorous conteet and a beautiinl play with tod 
.-A >o>i .......jgrB at the anthusiasm of the American angler, 

' Buoh oppottunities of ei^oymant } The salmon, 
the pike ai« almost the only game fish of Europe. 



"TksIriilHIwiuinuBia nrlau nca inpfitr 1 
Ttw l>ii(ht aycd puch, irllh fini of Tyriui dy«, 
Tb* lUnt ml, U iiaiiLDi volomeg rolled, 
Tbs yaltow uip, In kiIm tadmpp^ wllh gold, 
fwifl Iroali, dlTtntBed wllh eiimiDii lUlu, 
And jatt, 111* tfnnu oT tbg WBluy pUlu," 

bat we luTe, ia adtUlJOD, almoM mmimerable objects of spoit. 
For ths loTar of tbs breezr ocean there is Ibe inTigorating 
postiine of trolling for bine fiab, or of dnwing from ila 
popnloiu d^lhB (be raloed sea basse, porgie, and tautog. In 
onr larger rivera and lakea abound the migtitr mnHkellimge, 
□T poDderooa cat-fish, and bufiklo ; and but, though not least, 
ia the neTer-to-be-forgotten red-fish, which lenaala the bays 
and mouths of our southern riien. Happy and gralefnl then 
should our angler be that his lot is oast in such a land ! 

Surrounded by auoh abundance and variety of " Gnny 
attractions," is it wonderful that the angler falls into ecstaaieB, 
expatiating on his fkvorile subject 1 Bui we would moderate 
any pride of superiority we indulge in over our traneatlaatio 
brethren in respect to the quantity and quality of our game, by 
reasoning with ouiselves and inquiring. Are our advantages to 
last, can tbejr always be I You who have trod the moaey 
bank in pursuit of trout, and warred against the swift current 
when the striped basse was the object of your qiort, will 
answer emphatically no. You are painHilly assured that the 
well known haunts wherein m happy boyhood you took many 
a " silver side," are deaetted, and the overarching banks of yonr 
fevorite streams conceal your spoiled friends no longer. You 
know that at your bases grounds you take few and still fewer 
fish, and that some of your former places are now never 
tiaited by the sought for game. It is (he commonest oomplaint 
of the old anglers that fishing nowadays is oncertun ; that 
It is mncb more difficult to take a m«es of fiah ; there are too 




masf alW (hem ; in aliart, that " timea are not as thef used to 
be," and so aleo safB the gunner of his faToiita sort of game- 
Now, what are the causes of this scarcity and disappearance ; 
what the preveatiTss aiHl tha ramedr tbeiefoi 1 

The csuBes are eaailr seen, and almost as easily remedied, if 
those intereitecl in tb« preeerratioQ of onr game would nnita 
Iheir efiforts to do bo. The hannto of onr fsTorite fidi aie 
tutted by mercenaiy fiabermen, who, in eettson or oat of 
season, take large aod ranali (for all is fish that comes to their 
net) to the nearest city, wbera ibey get extraTsgant prices for 
iheir nnfaBllowed spoil. And this reanHEctioniani, far it is 
Utile better, is practised nightly* in our midst. Another reasoa 
is the indiscriminate taking of fiah at spawning time by boj^s 
and (what is worse) igaoraot man, and also by market fisher- 
meo, who take them in great numbeis Iroin their icy retreat 
and spawning gronnda in tide waters. Add to this the wanton 
waste of fish by many who coll themeelTes anglers, who 
(angling not for the pleasure of fishing, but to see how mntf 
they can take) leave them to gasp and die by the stietun side, 

__] — 1 1. '-^ (ha depopulation of all the 

lost become citinct in tho^e 
', FeonsytvaDia, and many 
cent to the principal cities 
' in the leas populated and 
are fast decreasing, owing 

The rod sportsman has 
er. Birds Sy higb, are as 
pnisne them ; " they can bo 
that has oiriTed at the age 

ich tt«qa«Dl m cued lor in lh« 
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erf tiralT« j»in it s good shot, and can bag his euns, in 
teaaoD or oat. bf getliog out of heu-ebot diaUnce ; and no 
obetaclas can ba inMrposed to Ihia geoeial and indiBoriminals 
(laughter, exc^t the eaforoement of ligid lawa, and the seTeie 
discountenaDce of public opinion. 

But the lovu' of the finny race can protect hia game with mora 
certainty. Althoogh the inhabitant of the ciyetal water oaa 
often be seen, there ia no oenainty of taking him, except it be 
wi^ net or ^lear, and thia can be pMvented. A gratleman 
who had a fine pond, etoeked with golden carp, was sfked by 
a dealer in Sab for Ibe privilege of taking some fish from hia 
pond. The gentleman, baring been in a former instance im- 
posed upon by the inquirer, answered, that he might come and 
take as many as be pleased ; hot immediately he set hi* 
men 10 work, and planted stakes throughout the pond. Much 
tiiae was apeal in the purchase and preparation of nets, at 
coanderBble expense ; the netters went, but returned with torn 
nets and no fish, and & Sea in their ear. A word to the wise 
is sufficient. 

Were a. few anglen in the vicinity of WHt«r netted by 
poachen to clab together to protect it, and see that the ground 
was properly staked, the ponds and rtieuOB could in a measure 
be preserved from tb^ d^iredalions of such barbarians. Draw- 
nets and seines are the most ir^urious ; gill-nets end fykce 
cannot be used with much eSect without bang viedbte, and 
can be watched by the vigilant angi— 

In regard, then, to the protectioa 
interest with the fowler ; and as tl 
fish and fowl, and many epicures aL 



concert of action among them e 



Strong laws aguiut taking or Tending game Out of season, 
Miiclly enforced by the ligoroos pnweoDtioD of all oKndere, 
would cheok, if not Mop the growing evil. 

To thia end qwiting cloba «hoald be fonned io ihe difierenc 

eitiea, towns, and districta of countrf , which might be buie- 

fited by suoh laws ; and vigilinoe oommitleei fonned to cot- 

leqKind with and nat the qraiting groonds, and see that everr 

violation of the statutce is thoroughly dealt with. By such a 

eoune of procedme our game grounds could be prsBened, 

onr pleasures greatly increased, and a stock of nature's " beat 

gift, our ever new delight," preaerred to futore geueriLtJOns. 

We can do more. Where ponds and Btresms have ceased to be 

tenanted by the (iiTorite trout, transportation and propagatioD 

can be carried on privately, it little expense, and the Gsb left 

to remain many years with safety and BuccesB. Then the 

Mreams we once loved may be made Uvely and joyous aa io 

the days of our yooth. There appears to be only one deeotip- 

ed to lose, and that is the king of 

oajority of our rivers being large 

la of navigation, including that 

la steamboat, we ahall eventually 

royal visitor. He cannot be do- 

nstioct leada him. Other descrip- 

a oui keeping ; and it bebovea us, 

gleri, to propagate and preserve 



CHAPTi3l.IL 

rtSB, OB (FOTTBD SASS>. 



Thi3 fiah la bq inhabitant of our more aouthem waters, being 
round in great abondancs on tba Atlantic coast, in most of Iba 
bays that set in south of Cape Hatleras, although he occaraon- 
all;, in limited numbers, roves as lat north as New York. 
He ia, banaver, mora of an otyect of qiort in the BOuthem 
bays, and is taken in the noithem part of the Gulf of Mexico, 
in Lake Borgae, at Pascagoula, Pass Christian, Ba; of Biloxi, 
Mobile, Pensaoola, and Apalachicota baya. At the south be 
is called Ibe Red Fish (Poitmm Soage), sod further north, at 
Charleeton, the Basse, or Spotted Basse. He varies in size 
trom one to four leet. When first taken from the water he is 
of a bsaacifiil silver color, but after a little exposure becomes 
datk and clouded along lbs back, like man7 others of bis 
■peoies. In death ha ohaoges bis color to rainbow hues. 
Beyond the caudal fin and near the tail he baa a very singular 
»nd peculiar black or brown spot, 1 ' ' '"' — '- 
singb epot looks, at ficst sight. Tat 
would be apt to suppose it the work o 
late Dr. Mitchell says, " it resembles i 
iron, which has given rise to the n 
Thar "B often taken having two, thn 
scrsnge looking spots clustered togetb 

Li the vicinity of Charleston he con 
in the early part of March, and is 
season, until mid winter, at which tin 
■iza than at hia aaity coming. Along 



at New Oileuu uid Mobile, be aeema to be always on handi 
and fiimiehes food for the Ubla all the fear lound. He nuB in 
■hallow water, aiDiilBr to the etripod basse, and is taken mostlf 
with the band Una with a snail dzed cod book, bailed with 
ahriiniM or pieces of nml let. HeisaMrong. powerlul.ani] bold 
biting fiab, and, with the rod and reel. aSbrds bb much plea- 
sure in bis capture as any of the tribe. 

A Iriend relatea that whilst fishing near the Sooth Pass, Mis> 
sisaippi River, being tired and inclined to snooze, he wound his 
line around bis wrist, and leaigaed himself to the arms of Mor- 
pheus ; bnt before bis napwu half out was suddenly awakened 
by a tug at his line, and before be could recover himself was 
pulled oierboard by the extreme strength and vigor of this game 
fish. 

He is held In high estimanon as an article of food, and is 
well worth the angler's toil and patience. Hie rod and reel 
angler may fish for him in the RBme manner as directed for 
striped basse or weak fish, using alaayi, to insure success, 
twined gut leaders, and No. 00 Limerick, or Eliby hooks. 
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Tkosb who piefar the more actJTe and iorigoratiDg practice 
of onj mnch admired art, will fiod Irolling for this beautiful game 
Gab a> exciting a recreation as an; that comes witluD the angler's 
reach. It has two adTantages over tlie ordinary bridge and boat 
Gdung (alwaya allowing that the angler knows hia gronnd 
well) i one is, that, as in tbe scientific puTBuit of trout, his scene 
is more cbaageftd and varied, being relieved from the aomeltmee 
tedioDS and monotonous stUlnees; and iha other a, that the 
game ia more likely to be attrscted bj his bait, fiom the mora 
continiul change of position, than il could be by the usual 
mode of easting and drawing from the boafs aide, bridge's 
height, or projecting bank. 

At Harlem river and Hurlgate,* near New Yotk,(be)' are taken 

* Perhapi It wars better 10 give Ibb place tu orlglBBi and num appm 
priBis appellBilod of Hellfste. So aiiBln ihoald illsnipl to flih than 
aalvflB wLlh aq ezperleaced hsad who knowi the poand ; fbr nnroflM 
andlBVltlnlu It^ ftvoilte gpot appears at slack wsht. leas Ihanuilioiu 
may chanfa U ttom the genlleBeH of the lamb to the raglnf of the lloji, 
■ad before he be aware of II be may be bniled Into (he Pot. among the 
Hen and Chlckeni. nn the Hog's Back, Frytnp^pen. or Grtdlroa. Wuh' 
Inglon living, In hie celebraled Hlsloty of New yarh, eayi :— 

"Thla )• a aatrow >Irell in the Sonnd. al Ihe dlibuice of ill mltei 
above New York. It ii duigst. 
•kiirbl piloU, by reuon Df nn 
Theee have recelvoi] inndiy ap 
pu, Hog'B Back, FdI, kc. Cer 



of from time to fiAf potmd^ ww^t, whh ■ nitunl squid or 
eel for buL The line moM proper to be ined ia > Mont fUx or 
eolton line, twenty-eight blhorn* long and sbont one-eighth 
of ui inch ihiok, the aiie of in ordinu]r eod lioe. The angler, 
to troll pioperlr. ahonld hare a portable aeat (which should be 
placed ■oroes the item of the boat), and ait with hii back to the 
penoD propelling bim along. The boat ihonld be rowed geotlf, 
and with the leait poanble noiae, with muffled row-locks. 

The size of the hook ii about the sane as that used in taking 
tin ordinary eod. But how to put on the squid — by the way, 
brother angler, did yon ever see a squid ? If you have not, yoD 
will find a pretty good portrait of him at the bottom of page 
339; but should you see Mm in his living person, you will 
never forget bim. He w the Diott singolar, odd-looking cua- 
tomer tbat baa ita neidenee beneath tide water. Hia riie vaiiea 
bom four to ten inelies in length. 

" Gadisoaa In ilven, dnCMiel In weed>, 
B41U1I 'midil til* rMki, In opan wiiln feed).'' 

He is not known to bile at snything, but is as good a moreel 
for a hungry basse ss srosst turkey for us of the fralemily at a 
Thankagiving dinner; and is ss hard to be passed by the nimble 
basse aa would be a gin palace by a regular toper. 

To Btlaeh him to the hook, procure a stout needle and a good 

length of linen thread. This tie to the end of your hook's 

length, which indispenBable to your success, should have been 

fastened with a strong winding of waxed thread to a piece of 

cord of the same thicknen as your line, and twelve inches in 

lansth. Take off that nalinn iinntt(<d unifomi that he wears, 

mountain snow. Divest 

[«mt article called his back 

iread and hook attached, 

the neck from which yon 



took his pellacid apiiw ; draw ihe hook bo fir throngh, that tlie 
point of the hook will pasa thioogh near his eya ; enter it 
there, cut off fonr thread, and commeace at the tail bf eewiag 
him finnl; aiooiid the projecting part of the booli, and coo- 
tinne to stitch him nicely and fiimlf all lbs way down to hi> 
neuk, where you may, after a few turns firmly secured, clip off 
yooi thread and consider him fixed for bis fate. 

There are very few persons that attempt this mode of fishing 
Lewis Rogers and John Hilliker, who keep publio-houBGB near 
the places mentioned, have taken some very large fish of late 
yearB,weighinginsoraeinstaDceeas high as sixty pooads. The 
best IJme for taking them is in the months of October and 
November. 

Another method of trolling practised is, with Ihe oeual basse 
tackle, with rod and leel, and with spearing, Mlly, or minnow 
for bait. The latter method ii adopted in trolling m the various 
creeks that run into the Hudson River. In Ifaeee places they 
ate taken fi^m one to ten pounds vreighl both in the spring and 
autumn ; but the best time is in the month of October. 



CtlAPTBE IV. 



Tan tppMia to be & diflerent apeoiea tiaiii that known oa 
the eommon Luke Trout, Salmo Cmtfinii, Dtlcay. Il is 
deaciibed in tlie New York Fauna as followB : 

" Cotor. — Dark or dusky grey above ; ckia, throat, and belly 
light aah gtey or creun color ; the back and aides aprinkled 
with nomeious irregular lighter gray or biowD, or sailed white 
BpotB, which do not, however, as in the preceding Bpeciud (Lake 
Tiont), rise upon the fins ; ventrals uid pecloralB elighlly yel- 
lowiab ; iiidea yellow ; the teeth, gunu, and roof of the mouth 
with a biwht purple tinae ; length, two to live feet." 

hich is the largest hitbeno known 
Jie great lakes lying between Ibe 
. Ocean, i^ exceedingly voracious, 
a its reach, and, according to Di. 
> weigh! of 120 pounds. It is a 
the Canadian voyagenis, who &e- 
is reddish. Like the Salmo Coa- 
Ihe deepest parts of the lake, and 
in Octobei to spawn, when the 
t. Lake Huron appears to be its 
Gonsideiable number, although a 
I Lake Erie, along the shorea of 
York," This kind is muchsupe- 
out (with which it is often con- 
od ; and by good judges of good 
1 Bavor to any fish that awims. 
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Thar *^ moetly takea with gill nela uid eet linee in deep water. 
The lines nwd are >b large as the largest sized cod lines, and tlie 
hookf, which are geuerallf made by the blackamithB in the 
Tieinily of the lokee, are equal in size to the biggeet cod hooka. 
The bait is, pieces of the lake heirieg, or of the while Geh. 
When the lioea are taken np, if the &h aie large, they are lifted 
JDto the boat with a large strong gaff. The most pleasant and 

exciting mode of capture for the angler ia that of trolling 
with stout line and hooks, aa before described,* and B piece of 

pork attached, or the spoon bait, or braes revolving hook. The 

best places for this kind of sport are in Lakes Huron, Superior, 

and the Straits of Mackinaw. He sBbrda amnsemenl and 

exciting ezerciee to the inhabitants near the lakes, and biles 

equBllf aa sharp at the balled book a» Jack Frost doee at the 

exposed features of the fisherman, 
A friend at Detroit saya : — 
"During the winter, trout are taken in great nnmbers through 

the ice. in Greeu Baf ; and the maiketa of Chicago, Galena, 

and manjt of the interior tawns of Wisconaa are thus enpplied. 

Tbe bait (barring) are ci 

the ice. A bole ia ihei 

wBlei, and tbe line, whii 

from fieezuig. When a 

fish, be throws the line I 

tbe fish rapidly up to ihi 

left to freeze. Id this m 

lies, and transported in a 

Hundreds of barrels of t 
At Peseco Lake, L 

Hamilton Counijr, N. Y 

iaiud by boat trolling 




ntde ap frmn ibe ehiea of New Tnk, Albanr. Tro;, Roehe*- 
Ur, wid pUeca in the Tieinitr of iha Ukca, for a two-week^ 
lOBT in iW baaatifal wildwnt— of azobtraDl Datnre. A the 
to that loodf porting legioD will nchlr itfuj Ibe aooej and 
tiDM tpeat • in sweM comnnniion with iMnaf by a atore of 
beatth and coptratment ei 
t«d c<Hin(aiaae« ( 

Tbe rod proper (or Ihia deeciqttion of troUuig ■■ the sune 
■a Ibat laed for atzqwd bane, oaly it rfionld tuTs a hallow Imtl 
and eiln lop, ao that rfionld yon be bo tmfottimate as to break 
a top, Jon can eaalr n|>laee it with anodier. Soma uee two 
roda al one time ; bat it leqnireB a skiliul and eiperienced trollei 
to manage two, aa the linee are apt to become entingled. To 
aocceed well, 70a mnet hare an eipeiieiiced oaiBmui, who baa 
been in tbe habit of trolling, and can row you goitlr and qDietlf 
abont tlw lake. They haTS a mode of tigging hooka to the 
•hinei or minnow a little diflerent from the OBoal Waltonian 
method, and that lecommended b^ Uofland, at page 67 ; h b 
called a train of hooka. These traina of hooks are made on a 
•tont atnnd of angle gnl in the foUowing manner. Take the 
largcat and ronndcet piece of gut that yon can procore ; tie two 
No.S Limerick salmon (orNo. 1 tront, or smaller, according to 
the size of the bait yon expect to nse) hooks to tbe end of it 
ibr tail hooks ; aboal an inch fiutber np place two others of 
the same size for back Gn hooks ; and abont one and a half 
inches fbither np one more, for a lip hook ; apply these hooks 
to yoor shiner in tbeir regular order, faateoiag them through the 
IOD|^Mat pan of your bait, and attach them to yoor leader, and yon 
are ready for your game. Tbe lip hook can be attached with 
a small loop so ss to dide and accommodate itself to various 
axed bails. Some prefer more hooks to their train, and put 
three at the tail and two at the month, making seven hooks in 
all ; others prefer to nae one laiga Limetiok hook, lay No. 1 or 
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0> Mdmon, aAsr the Walloniaa method, deacrihed od page B8 ; 
this latter method Is more simple in constructioD, but Dot con- 
sidered ea sure as the ttain of hooks. Yonr laadsi should ba 
of the beet double or twisted gut, from three to four feet in 
length, and should f ou wish to xae the Sj (which is often done) , 
it ehould bo from two to three yards ia length. For By fiahiag 
use one oi two large gsndy Balmon fliee, made on No. 3 or 
4 salmon hooka, at a sufficient distance apart, to prevent th^ 
interfering with each other or the ahiner- Witb your minnow 
and fly train yon may take a speckled brook trout and a lake trout 
attbe same time, of such proportiona as will require your utmost 
skill in bringing them to your boat A neoessary article on each 
an eicnrsion is s good azed gaff for securing your lake trout ; 
your brook tront may be handled more earefiilly. When you 
feel a bite, lower the point of youi rod so as to give your fish 
a chance to take Ihe bait liirther in hie month, and to place 
yoniaelf and rod in such a position as to ^ve your game play 
in case he needs it. Should the fish yon seek run in deep 
water, place a light swivel sinker on your line before your 
leader. In all cases of trolling, use one or two swirele to 
allow &ee spinning of yooi minnow and prevent your tackle 
horn entsugling. 

Aoorions way of taking lake trout, p 

ants living near the lakes, ia to siok in 
a large piece of bark attached to a poti 
thirty feet in length, to which heavy wei 
is called an anchor, and is regularly ba 
a vaek, with small fish. A number of 
this manner in different parts of the lake, 
for aereial weeks, until it is thought tfa 
got into the habit of reaaning to them, 
tie his skiff to the end of the pole, and 
a common drop line, using a very larg< 
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hook, ciUed tbe lake hook. This method n CBlled fiafaiog at 
anchor. 

New Yorkere who would viiit the iponrng lakes of Hamil- 
ton Counlf , will reach them most speedily aad ecoaomicallf 
by leaving the city by the Monday nighf b boat for Albany, and 
taking the caia for tbe west at T o'clock next moniiag. A( 
about 10 yon reach Amsterdam, where yon lake (be stage for 
Norlhville. Here stay till morning, when tbe regular mail 
Conteyance, which leaves but once a week, cames you to Lake 
Pleasant, tho &Bt of the Eeriea. 

Salman troul are tbele taken aa tbe ice breaks up, and even 
in winter through the ice. Bat if you value comfort, and hate 
no fancy for the keen air of thaw elevated regions (where the 
season is two moalhs later than on Long Island), the four 
weeki from and after the middle of May are mSnitely prefer- 
able, even if yon regard the quantity and quality of the Gsb. 
Tba speckled brook trout do not bite until the end of May. 



KlBdlf nuDlibed tbr Oils «dliloo by T. D. Lowthsr, E«|. 



Off the south-east ehore of Long Island, duiiag the fM 
moaths, Basse are taken in conaiderable numbera. About the 
middle of August, lisb of from four to tea pounds begin (□ make 
aloDg the coast tielween Monlauk Point and Fire Island, and 
enter the Inlets, where they are gHnerally taken upon the bar, 
or just beyond the surf, either by trolling, or by " heaving and 
hawling" from tho shoie. The latter is a favorite mode of 
fishing, but rather laborious, requiring both physical strength 
and practical skill. The squid for this purpose should be of 
block tin, full six ounces weight, with large liook (no kirb), 
size, number one Cod. This attached to a cotton line, full 
twenty fathoms long, li ' ' ' ■ > - > 

around the head until il 

breakers, carrying af^ei 
the left hand. The n 
hauled swiftly to shori 
surface, and imitate thi 
lank, they wind arouni 
from the belly of the bi 
tail-skin of an eel. B 
thing. I have seen tak 

As yoa will need i 
broken and lost in the 
— Kshennen have thei 
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fODT tuceen will depend much moM oi 
than on the eort of squid you employ. 

la tiie like maimer and place, but earlier in the season. Bine 
fiah are sometimee taken in large numben, and afford to the 
" lucky ones," for a lew bii^ minoles, an exciting sport of the 
tslleot kind. The capture of " Mackerel"* from the ahore 
preeeata to even the moet pastiTO obeerrer, ■ most animating 
qwcticle. When Blue fish are announced as in sight, all who 
can, hurry to the beach and take stands upon some elevation 
of rock or plalfoim, with coals off and lines ready, eager to 
roceive them. Hovering over the approaching school career' 
clouds of Gulls, Bcreuning, diving, and eddying around the 
wounded Menhaden and fragments offish that escape from the 
jaws of their pursuers. Nearer they come, their green bioka 
darkening the broken water, and the still water within begina 
to ripple and sparkle and foam, UU the sea is alive with fish, 
crowding upon the ^ore. A leap, a splash — again another — 
and a hundred silver aidea are glancing in the sun. A doien 
lines whiz gUalerung through the air, cleaving the waters in iba 
midBt of the school, and a dozen £sh are instantly etmck, and 
drawn hand over hand, awlftly and steadily to ehoie. Vigor- 
ously the fishen ply their lines with various chances of fortune, 
and Bo the battle ragea tuitil the mackerel, in diminished num- 
bers, retire beyond the reach of tbui cunniDg eoemies. 

• Xha name A( the Bloa bh In BnObUi CoBBty. 
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CHAPTER VL 



Tms bMutifiil, almost tninqiareDt, and prolific little fish, u 
•n kngle fish maj' be said to belong almost eicluavely to 
the BoBtoniana, in whose yicinitf it ia found and caught in 
large quantities. It is Bupposed to derive its name from its 
peculioi smell whea taken out of the water, being eimilu' in 
•cent to the cucumber. It ia called the dainty of Bostoa, is 
taken in large quautitiea bjr hook and net, and makes quite ti 
dodiable article ibr the palate by the addition of a &ying-p>a 
operation. 

•nd aidea ailTeiy ; obsc 
( broad aatin-like ban 
body ; the place of the 
which disappear Portly 
near the nape, daA gie 
an obecure marginal ba 
torala, ventrals, and a: 
bluish; iridea ailTeiyi 
DtEof. 

In habilB they are ini 
natuialista among that i 
to nine inches m length 
twelve or thirteen incl 



lit with the book. 1 
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freah walei to spawn, in the monthi of March snd April, and 
letnm home in the month of May. They pay their return nsil 
for the benefit of the anglei and epicure, and bite about the 
same time with Jack Frost, in the month of October or Norem- 
bei. In the Ticinily of Boston thef are caught all through th» 
winter in immeoBe qaantitiea, and sent to the markets. Ab 
many as one hundred dozen of them are known to hare been 
Ukta bf one man with two lines in one day. 

The DBDal iDode of fishing for them through the ice, is with 
a filing consisting of a piec« of brass wiie, of tea or fifteen 
inches in length, passed through a small piece of lead which 
answers for a mnker ; to each end of this is attached a Lime- 
rick tront hook, about No. 3 or 3, tied to the ordinary length 
of gut, baited with ehrimps, or small pieces of minnow or frog. 
This is attached to a sufiicieiit length of cotton or £bi line, and 
finaliy fastened to a short stick of live oak, ash, or some other 
elastic wood, which is stuck into the ice through a hole about 
eighteen to twenty-four inches in diameter. An expert hand at 
this busineflH can attend to two or three lines of this description, 

u: If 1 K_t — __j .-L^jigjjjg ^ aufficient quanUty 

Btite eharpened by exercise, 

eaaona, they ate taken with 

^eption of the sinker, which 

3 strength of the tide, 

J, has been known to eiial a 

water, and is for this reason 

in. They have been tiaus- 

ponds, both in this country 

itiah Fiehea," aaya ; 

I in a fresh- water pond, hav. 

la ; they continued to tbiive, 

r were not afieeled bj &eei- 
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ing ; M the whole pond, whiob oovered about three acrea, was 
■o frozen over »b to admit of skatiDg. When tbe pood was 
drawn, the fiaheimen cooaideied tbe; bad ncTsr seen so fine a 
lot of nnelta." 

SeTersI ferns aiDce tbe same experiiaent was tried with 
almost equal euccess at Jamaica Pond, on Long Island, with 
this exceptioo, that altbongh equal in flavoi and quantity, they 
do not grow bo large in size. 

Thej are taken in cunsiderable quanlities in the rivers and 
bays that run up from the eastern coast, and alao in the Paasaic, 
Backenaack, and other small rivers of New Jeisey, from wbicb 
latter place the New York market is supplied during winter. 



CHAFTEK TIL 



Deis brothw of the rod, aaleeB thoa wast bom, brought np, 
01 been fidiiiig in tbe nonhsm pan of the Stale of New York, 
joa mnit oertainly wooder at the above caption as a Dame for 
an article to bsH fiah withal. Shade of depalted Waitoo '. 
could you bat imagioe a diver plated table-qioon attached to 
a hook to lure the finay tribe witb ! thou wouldst shrink with 
QUer dismay from the sight. But there were no Yankees in 
Walton's days, and the telegraph and spoon bait nere alike 
unknown. This, dear reader, ia a good trolling bait for Black 
Basee, Lake Trout, Pike, and Muakellunge. 

It was Gist invented and nsed b; a geutlemaD in the vicinity 
of Saratoga Lake for Black Baasa. The idea occurred to bim 
bile at anything bright if kept in 
vl of an old eilver plated spoon, 
le side, out off the point, flatted the 
ized books in the small end, and 
ir. It worked like a cliann, and be 
pace of time Ibao waa ever done 
the D^ghborhood. It has since 
e8,wilh one, two, and three hooks, 
e or brasB on the convei side, and 
Mat color) on tbe concave. Tbey 
kla shops in the city of New York, 
n the vicinity of the lakes. It ia 
r of boat trolling, or can be em- 
L the bank. 

it for other descriptions of eitber 
made small it would uiBwer very 
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well for the nsiul ^ze pickerel,* and petch, and, moali larger 
and Btranger, it would auiwer lenuikablf well for blue fish, 
oi BD7 of the more raTenoua of the finnf bibe. 

It ia difficult to tell what in earth, air, or water the iqitooa 
bait with ita hooka and swivel looks like to the angler, much 
lew what the deluded and raTenoua animal thinks of it, when 
making after it with such extreme impetuosilr. It would seem 
in ila gyrations through ttie water to resemble the eliapa 
■ad motions of the frog more than aoflhing else it could be 
likened to, and certainly goes to prove that a moving bait is 
mure likely to take fieb than a still one. The practise of boat 
trolling b by far the most pleasant mode of lake fishing, 
and the spoon bait has added much to the conTcnience and 
economy of this branch of the angler's delight. 

This form would do doubt have equally as " taking a way" 
(if made larger and stronger) for the Bine Fish, Booita, or the 
other inhabitants of the ocean's depths. It eboold be tried. 




CHAPTER TUL 



CleuUtrkd Ctndnu. 




Tbu fisb, atthoDgh usaally a pesi to the Black fiah BDgler, i» 
by same of the frHtemity at Boston and New York coEisideied 
a worth; object of eport. It ia usually so amall and of euch 
little capabiliL; of moulh, as to be a coatiiiual TSiaEion when 
fishiiig for black fiah with a hook of tba usual size. Its weight 
aTeragas from 4 to 16 ounces ; but a 3-4 lb. BergatI is con- 
sidered ■ large fish. Its flavor b; epicures, and those who 
aDgle for the pleasnrea of the table, is conndered inferior to no 
fish thai swima ; and there are a few, who reallf love angting in 
its perfectjon, that will occasionally, in anlicipstion of a rich 
repast, spend a day in the capture of these little fiah with aa 
much zest as they would when bagging as maay woodcock, 
snipe, or quail. Its range ia from the Delaware to the. banks 
of Newfoundland. Of its color, De Kay says ; There ia scarcely 
any fish whose colors are so Tariable as this species. In the 
smaller iadividuals, the general color is blue, more or less mixed 
with brown ; and faint, dusky, Irausrerse bars may be frequently 
Been. In tlie larger specimens, as in the one now before me, 
which is twelve inehee long, the colors are bright and showy, 
a light orange colored tint perrading the whole body. In these 
also, the head and opercles are of a beautiful chocolate, mixed 
with bright blue ; the fins of a blue more or leas brilhaDl." 

Smith in his history of the fishes of Massachusetts says : "To 
all appearance, the Perch, or Gunner, is the Tautog in minia- 
ture, and if it were black, it woidd be supposed the young of 
that fish." But anglers who have ofien taken both descriptiona 



ot tlie aoine mie and weight, eonld not be deceived in Ihii k- 

Fdt a Tsntoi'i ■ blseV flsli the nnlTens round, 

And > Cnnnei'i a cimDsr though he weigh a full poBsd. 

No diSbrence of any conseqneace can be Been between a 
tmall black fish and a large one, bnt a wide difierence belweeo 
> Bergall and a black fish ; and to us of the fralemtty, wbf the 
two should be claased »a relations of the same famitf is rather 
mysleiionB. 

The most succeaeful mode of taking this fieh is with the nsual 
black fieh or huid line tackle, with the eiception of the hook, 
which should be a Limerick trout, of either number 2 or 3, 
attached to nngle gut. The eye and hand of the angler should 
be active. A moderate but steady jerk is necessary to gel bim 
out of bis elemeat. Those who know how he tastes after being 
well cooked, recoiainend the following method. 

Take this despised little animal and handle him as though he 
were a friend ; take out from his interior the parts not designed 
for food, and cut off his head, Isil, and fioa ; then (Eel skinning 
faabioa), with a shaip pointed knife commence at the head sad 
strip hia skin entiiely off: sprinkle a little salt over to harden, 
not salt his flesh, and let him lie a sufficient time for that pur- 
pose. You may then broil him on tho gridiroo and dish himj 
saasoo him slightly with a little Cayenne pepper, and pour some 
spiced claret or port wine over him ; or put bim in the pan and 
" do him brown," with butter and flour, adding 
and wine. A little celery i 
the perfection of the meal, 
properly cooked either way 
him his proper rank with the 
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EiTBiK «hore of the Sound nfforda fine fiBtung, but the reeb 
uid booldera of the north aide of Iioog Miind, eepecisUy , itb 
favorite feeding gionnds of the Black Fidi. Off Moatank od 
■ calm day, after the clearing up of s eonthwost stoim, may 
be Beea & hundred to a hundred and fifty stiil of amackB, bumly 
employed ficlung, and they generally eucceed in filling their 
veils in a tide or two, at most But the beaatifiil and pic- 
tnreeque north ahore, anywhere between Port Jeflerson and 
Oyster Pond Point, affords the true angler the beat sport, bo- 
oanae thereabouts &h are ndther too prorokingly scarce nor 
disgustingly abundant. 

Greanpoit, the eastern terminus of the L. I. Railroad, is most 
deenvedly a farorite resort of anglers m pursuit of beallfa and 
pleasure. Having the Peconic Bay on one aide, and the Sonnd 
within two milee on the other, it is a convenient point of de- 
parture for bay or sea fishing, as you incline, or vrind and 
weather may deteimino. The Sound is the preferable fishing 
groimd, for it always affords sport, though very unequal. A 
party in a boat, vrith hand lines, and bait of boH clams, or 
" Fiddler" (as the soldier crab ia called), viFill always take fish 
at any dme, becaose able to follow them unto nater too deep 
or too swift for succeasful rod fishing. But there pleisme ends 
and labor begins. One skilfiil angler, who, with rod and reel, 
fishes fi^m a good rock, between half tide and high water, 
where it never exceeds three fathoms, will not only have more 
sport, but get larger and better font* (ban any ordinary party. 
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who, unrefined md nnbelieTing, fish in Ihe common inglorioM 
way. For taking Black Fish, as, perhaps, for all others, die 
morning, irrespective of tide, is geDerally beet. But in fine 
weather, when high water happens just afier sundown, 
of a warm summer aflemooD, the last hour of flood 
is worth all the rest of the day. Then the large " tide run- 
nertf' leave the cool deep water, and come in shore to Seed on 
bamaclee that grow against the rocks ; and then oAea may be 
Been, around some insulated point of rock, the " fluked of large 
Black Fish feeding. 

'Hie average axe of the fish in good localitiBa may be from 
twenty ounces to two pounds. Five pouuda is large, and such 
are not numerous, though I have oaoght sevei&l the same day. 
Very rarely one of ten, oven twelve honeat pounds, is taken. 
A etoet-yard, which I always carry, is a wonderful corrector 
of the judgment ; it is a weighty sinker to (he buoyant hncy, 
and often ungiaciousty translates the poetic quantitiee of the 
enthusiaat into flat and icaly prose- 
As in these wateis the angler may chance to strike a huge 
Dog Fiah, Fluke, or other ugly " varmint." ha ahonld be oro- 
vided against accidents with on extra 
for ttiia fishing, and a dozen bollow si 
5 to 8 (much smaller than those nsn 
should be strongly bound with a well 
line, double and twisted ; for atifiheae, 
desirable in a snell, to avoid entanglt 
days, when the fish are sby, and " o. 
is preferable. Then noiselessly appr 
your line, and let it slowly float ii 
along the leeward side, a foot above 
if in five minutes a fish does not bite, 
into his hole, bo sure there is do fis 
change your ground with advaataga. 
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feeds eveiywbere, comee uid goes with the tide. Bat the com- 
mon Black Pieh — the tnie darkies — seem to hare " local habi- 
tatioDS." The rock that ii " fiihed out," thonf^ sometimea 
Tisiled, will not soon hsTe otbei finny teaanis, uolesa you in- 
tite them by thiowuig ovecboard your qiare bait, wliich often 
■ecnras yon next day an hour's good fishing. 

In baiting with " Fiddler," pass the hook thioogh the belly, 
and out at the back (carefiil not to divide the shell), and take 
off the large claw. If Bergalls (or " Cunnets," ae they aie 
tailed) trouble you, leave the elaw on, and the crab, in self- 
defence, will nip their noses. Whenever Bergalls suddenly 
stop biiing, be sure a Black fish or sea basee is near. They re- 
q>ect theii superiors, and keep tbeii distance. 

■ A imKll, flsc, iioiii. shHrii booh, nlili sbori ihsnli, ud flat hsad. 

ftdlsDed by a donbls bitcb to n flax tine. Brnted 6tt two Incbo* abovv 

thfl book, by tb« ]oo« end beJn^ twisted uotud It end knotted — emack 

~ "one otber ibosld ba 

•ol,N.T.,thereanbe 

VerbQm sap. Hooke 

Swell Fiib. lllenllr 



CHAPTER X. 



This is acotbei species of ihe nnivereal perch fuoilf, sod u 
foDiid in many of ite lakes in Uie nortbeni put of the State of 
Kaw York. At Buffalo tliej are called the wbita basse. They 
do not partake of all the vigorous qualities of the black basse, 
neither do they allain to so great a ^ze, but are, nevertheless, a 
very sctive game lish, and well worth the angler's patience and 
perseverance. A northatn friend says: 

" The wbite basse of the westom lakes is a very £ne fiah, 
and givee good sport in (he taking. They reeembie in shape 
the while perch of iha Hudson Rivei, but are much larger, 
weighing from one to three and a half pounda. In color they 
ate a blackish whits on the back, and white on the sides and 
belly, with a lew dail, parallel, narrow streaks along the sides. 
The live minnow i 
of smaller size tha 
well provided for, 
and very lively on 
that for taking the 



CHAPTER XL 

• tLXWOBIl BDT, KROTI, LOOFS, &,a , 

Wi DOW ctime to ■ knottt question in our line of diMonns. 
TboM who BIB blest for the firat time in tliedr liree with an 
opportnnil; of newiDB md huuUiag the beautifiil article called 
alkwonn gat (and ^ra be many, even aoglerB, who to this 
da; have nerer seen H), aie struck with perfect astonidunwit 
wbeo they are told that this beantiful sami-traDBparent sub- 
stance is the product of the silkwoim.* It is cot actnall; the 
got of the worm, but what he wonld spin out into silk wete he 
allowed to take the due eonne of nature. A few days betoie 
he begins to qnn, the worm is immersed in a weak acid and 
left to soak about twelve or eighteen hours, after which he is 
opened and two pieces of the substance taken &oin hira. 
These are drawn out with great care and stretched to their full 
length to dtj. They are tl Erst opake, but after becoming 
dry they eaenme their transparont appearance. They are put 
together in bunches of 100 strands, and the naeless ends 
wrapped around with red twine, and exported to all parts of 
the world. 

lliose who fiist form an acquaintance with it for the purpose 
of making their own tackle, are apt to use it in its hard dry 
state, and condemn it at once as brittle and aaelesa. But to 
work well and handsomely, it ehould be soaked in moderate- 
ly warm water for about half an hour, or in cold water 
about two horns before niing. It can then be tied or twieted 
into any shape to suit the capriciona angler's will. 

There are many kinds of knola osed by the fiatemfty in 

•BMPartI,p.n. 



tflng (nd looping, alt of which have thtdr adracatea and 
contemnen, bat it will be well to remember that in all modes 
of tying, Iba omplest in constiuction, and freest from angles 
andBbnipttnniB,iath«b«et; all lonu ebould be made raaiid and 
not short and qnlck so that odo strand cuts the other. This 
do«trine holds good not only in regard to our snbjecl matter, 
bat also to the tying oi pattiog together of any stiff substance. 
The beet knots in nee amongn anglen are sailor^ knots, which 
aHbrd the Bimplest and surest modes of rigging any line- 
One of the aimplest, and most eecars is the double knot, 
made by passiag the ends around each otlier after the muiner 
of the common knot, bat twice ioatead of once. For leaders 
or loops got can be tied together at the ends, as in the draw- 
ings. The eods need not be whipped down, but can be cat 
close off, *■ they are perfectly secure, and not liable to break. 



The double and aingle water kaots for tying lengths of gut to- 
gether are approved by some, and are made after the following 
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■ Tray «uy wif of tying a 



A (kcile mode of fMtening gal logetliei, ia the loop hitch, bat 
obserre that the eadi muM be whipped dowa with slk. The 
got in IhiB cue ia not knotted, and wtien clona together and 
properif fastened, it fomu one of the BmaUeet and moK Bimple 
lies ever intenled. The celebrated Theophilua South in his 
fly-fisher's uit book, recommends it above all others. 



w Bottma Lenflhi. — Theaa useful articlBflof uckle 
ilion than thai given in former 
engtha of ailkworm gut, tied to- 
engths single, double, or twisted, 
i^hen employed for Croat they ire 
position on (he tackle is after 
n fly-fiehing, tied imniediatety h< 
making them ia with > loop at 

our other uekle pass the loop of 
I of youi line, sinker, or ewiTel, 
that il will draw down as in tho 
it will be firmly secured. When 
our leader and separata it from 
your tackle book. When fishing 
ge Gah, nae your leader long or 
ith of water, sngte. double, oi 
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twisted, Beoordhig to tba ahyoaag, streiigth, or vigor of ;anc 
game. The most eiperianoed bame anglais Gsh with ooly 
one hook ; but when the game is email, many fish with two ; 
this is done bf atlechiag two leaden, ooe of ooe yard in 

length, and the other of two, bo that one hook will bang about 
one yard from the other ; or oae oqq leader of odo or two yarda 
in length, doabliog itataboal one third the length, and pasang it 
through the sinker in the form of a loop, drawing it down aa 
before described. Your leaders being rigged, pass the looped 
end of your hook through your leader and draw your hook 
through. Put your bait on four hook, and you are rigged lor 

Should the foregoing be not found sufficiently explicit for 
the tyro, he will find at the fishing tackle store these articles all 
ready arranged, which will give him mare practical ideas than 
be can pomibly get on paper, by which lo arrange his tackle 



CHAFTGS XIL 
•rsivB «■*( Booza. 

■ A wiix inYBntion of the enamy." Why the hmnble and 
gentle piscator ahoiUd be called the enemy of the finny mce, or 
why anglere, in gpeakuig of their exploits, should cail their 
finny frieods their enemiea, is a mystery yet to be explained. 
Such cdnnol certainly puimie their sport with a tnie Waltoniaa 
epiril ; for the fa.thcrof itnglers never used the word enemy, and 
always spoke in the most mild and pleaganl mannar of the finny 
race. " Handlo him as though yon loved him," aays ha, when 
Bpeakidg of pr^aring a lioe bait for the hook. "Hia piscato- 
rial world wai for geoeratioaB withoat any invention for taking 
thcdr game other than the ordinary kerbed steel until ahonl fifty 
yean ago, when the spring map hook was iaventad. This was 
in general use oatil a few years dnce, when a boy by the name 
of Griswold, about axtaen years of age, Uving in the vicinity 
of Sohroon Lake, conceived the idee, of inventing a spring snap 
that would hold the fish after he was hooked. He succeeded 
in making the hook which is called the Griswold — see plate 1. 
It is arranged with a spring, lever, and etrHdng hook. The 
itriking hook is so acDusted thai when set it lies alongsida of 
llie main hook, and is retained by a alida at the top ; when the 
fish nibbles the striking hook descends and takes him on the 
onlsde of the head — see plate S, By an improvement patented 
by Mr. Ellis, of Nangstuck, Conn., the striking hook is relieved 
from the lever instead of the upper part of the hook. 

It was mnch approved of at the time, and considered an aid to 
[mmediately the mechanical genius of the counliy 
Jtion, and,i>re*(a.' at least a dozen inventtons of 
■ of vaiious descriptions wars made to lacilttate 
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the taking of our eoalr &ieads. Thej all hare their msiita or 
demenb, a diranitf of opinion exiatiag among the fiatemi^. 
Some consider ihem " a weak ioYBQlion of the enemy," vorf 
Olusl, and those unworlhr of a sportanuu'B name who OM 
lluin ; othara higbly approve of them. They are not well 
adapted for salt-walar fishing when there is a strong tide, aa 
they are apt to spring before the fish biles. They are better 
tailed to lake fishing for pike, black basse, and lake trout. 
They are preierred and reoommendsd by some for that purpose, 
and for fish, sooh as often slip the hook, will always be used tu 
a certain extent. Many improvements and suggestions have 
bean made, bnt none to alter malerially the character of the 
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Tan u ■ mbjecl of gce&t aqtortanee, not oolf to lbs SDgler, 
but to thon who owd ianna or propertf in tha eoaauj. In 
Gennuijr and France, tba raotins of fiah ponda ia a boktm of 
latge income to the ownen of land, and an aoro of water it 
eonaidered of eqoal raloe to an aere of aoil. In out own coon- 
Xzj, a anall abeet of wal«r ia eonaidered of no paiticalaT advan- 
tajle, except it be to ke^ a few geaaa or do^a, to amuae the 
ebUdren, to aionie the family in tbe morning by their inceaaant 
quack, or perbapa remind tbem of Uioae in the city wboae per- 
fbnnanco ia the same, only one qoacka Ihrongb bia natnral in- 
elnunent, and tbe other through the public preea. Few loTera 
of tbe beaotifnl in nature aver tbink of improTing, enlarging, or 
adoming a natural water qmt, and making it joyoua and lively 
with Ibe finny brood. Fewer atill may tbink of damming a natn- 

_.i — .__ ._^j._. II. _ —-'-'ng jn ^ntiat, and modifying 

water capable of sustaining 
11 conduce not only to ibeir 
Jieir bodily comfort Every 
narshy deacriptian ia imme- 
I crop of com or potatoee, aa 
should live by bread alone." 
favor of artificial Gab ponds, 
are largely on tha increaae 
if these additions to corafon, 
aa well as recreation, will 
. breeding of various kiads 
for food, ia an object of in- 
mt tbe propagation, naturah- 



ntioa, or tmi^ortB.tioD of the sealy tribe, seemB to be wid> 
most tenimta or owners of land beneath or beyond their 

Ab »n wrtiole of food, the fieh ia given to us, without doobt, 
to grati^ our Tsried tastes ; and in eome BeaBona, partiaulttrly ia 
the early spring and snnuner, when other meats are ont of 
season and withonl relish, is more tistafhl, healthful, and desi- 
rable than any other palate delicacy. Include then the pleasure, 
eieitement, and Tigor embraced in his piscatorial capture, and 
we have a means of happiness which sboald be improved by M 
who study the pleasnrea of mind and body. 

Moat of the varieties of onr sobject can be tnrosported or 
propagated with very little trouble, and some are so tenacious 
of life that they require no care whatevur. 

Perch, Carp, and Pike can be transported a long distance, 
say fifty or siity miles, with ordinary carriage conveyance, and 
by the present railroad and stesmboat conveyance, hundreds 
of miles. Capt. Henry Robinson, of Newbnrgh, N, T., in the 
year 1633, brought some six or seven dozen Carp from France, 
and pnt them into a pond, snpplied by springs of clear and para 
water, on bis farm, where they increased to a surprising degree. 
He has supplied many friends with them, who have distributed 
them about in varioas parts of the country. This public-spirited 
gentleman has also for a number of years pnt a few dozens in 
the Hudson river. They grow moch larger in the river, and 
have increased so much that they arc ' 

The Black Batte can be made t< 
one or two changes of water for the s 
fish ia growing in favor for la^e pot 
of s few years become very generally 
eountry. He is well worth the trout 
* few gentlemen, oi those of the erg 



peoaa, tlia imount would be kiuII in conqtuiwn with the hnnn 
fill which would aocnw. 

Tk4 IVoul a the moet delicate and difficult fish to ooDtef 
■nr otmaidenble dtnance, and ehoold be nanonly watobed 
dnring the piogrew, and the water ^pt elaar and aa oool ■• 

Salt-waterfyh caa be eaedlj tranq>orted by ssa in can, oi 

the well-holea of fidiiag-nmackB adapted foi keeping them 
alira. The tantog, aunj yean mnce unknown in the hatbor 
of BoatoD, ia now fonnd th«ie in great abundance, having been 
taken in cais Erom Newport, R. I. There are man; Geh that 
■wim tlie touthem walere that would thilTe equally well in 
more nortbem latitudes, and viet verm. 

Several yean aince, Mr. Pell, of Pelbam, N. T., had soma 
diad in paits conTa; ed &om the Hudson riier to a pond on bia 
fium. A few yean after he was much snipiised to find, con- 
hat they had bred, and had grown to 
leie ia hatdly a doubt that oui ele- 
; water which goes up into the fieah- 
nold be domoaticated, and made a 
I that are mpplied with lieeh-water 
ither deacriptions worthy a trial. 
ulloob, of Edinburgh, racceeded in 
kinds of fidl from salt water into 
in their flaTOr ; and the philosopher 
1 to the salt water do neTertheUn 
esh." Speaking of the salmon and 
sre bath been eufficient eiparimeut 
I &egh-water ponds and pooU ; it ia 
you have tbem new at a great dis- 
It the pleasanter, and may fall to 

)j," aaya Fiokenng, in hia " Kemi- 
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in Ilia lake, of about ten acTea, ohuflr mpplied 
with fieah water, man; aea-fitih ; all have improTed in qoalitf 
and propagated. The lake, which before waa worthleoa, pio- 

dooing a, few oela, now rielde a large reat. The bottom of the 
lake ia Torione — muddj, lookf, and griTellr, and oooe the 
Introductioa of aea^fiah, the eoU have moliiplied a thonmid- 
Ibld." A mode of oolture of caip, apokeo of bj Dooiel, in bit 
■> Rural Sports," may be found oaaful to those wwhing to breed 
that description of fiah. 

" It ia auppoaed that nioetf brace of foil-sized carp, and fortf 
of lencb, are a good atock far an acre of water. In aome 
parts of Germany, where the domeeticatioQ of fish is practised, 
a suite of ponds are so oonstracled, tliat thef can emptf lbs 
water and fish of one pond into another. The entpij one ia 
[ben plougiied, and sown with barlsf. When the grain is m 
lbs ear, the water and its inhabitanla aie again admitted ; and 
by tbeding on the com are more eipeditiouBlf failed than bf 
any other management.'' 

All ponds should have a brook or riiulet ninning through 
tliem, or fresh epriogs. It inoreasee the feed and oomfon of the 
fish during the beat of summer, and oouDteraota the efiecta of 
frost during the winter. All kinds of lefose grain, as beans, 
peas, See,, thrown into oarp ponds, or 
the edges when the water is low, will si 
the fiat very mnoh. 

The following method of making 
Beat's " Art of Angling," will be fout 

" It ia agreed that those grounds i 
springs, and apt 10 be mooriah : the O 
tbe other pieaervee them from being s 

" The aimatioa of the pond is also 
nature of tbe currents that fiJl into 
r^fisehed with a little brook, or with i 
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die MyiMol hilly groond. And thitthosa ponda which Tec«ivt 
the Male and dung of honea, bleed the latest and fattest Gsliea. 

" In making the pond, obeerre that the head be at the lowest 
pait of the gronnd, and the bench of the flood-gate, or (doice, 
faaa B good >wift foil, that it ma; not be long in emptying. 

"If the pond Carrie" mi foot of water it is enough; but it 
Inuat be eight feet deep, to receire the fre^es and raina that 
■honld &11 into it. 

" It would be also advantageous to hsTe shoala on tbe sides, 
for the fiaheB to son iheniBelvea in, and lay their spawn on ; 
besides in olhei places certain boles, hollow banks, sheives, 
roota of trees, islanda, Slc., to serve aa their retiring places. 

for the head-qaartera of the fishes, 
leiein f ou may put, any quantity 
thereof. And be soro to have stews and other aniiliaiy waters, 
so as you may convey any part of lbs Block from one to the 
other, so to lose no lime in the growth of the fishes, but employ 
yooi water as yon do yoni land, to the beet advantage. View 
the grounds, and find out some bll between the hiUs, as near a 
flat as may be, eo as to leave a proper euireot for the water. If 
there be any difficulty of judging of such, take an opportunity, 
afier some sudden rain, or breaking up of a great enow in win- 
ter, and you will plainly see which way the ground casts, for 
the water wilt take the true fall, and run accordingly. 

" The condition of the place must determine the quantity of 
the ground to be covenal with water. For example, I may 
propose in all fifteen acne in three ponds, or eight acres m two, 
and not less ; and theee ponds diould be placed one above 
another, so as the point ij( the lower may almost resell the 
bead or bank of the uppe) which contrivance is no lees bean- 
^ul than advantageous. 

" The head, or bank, which, by stopping the current, is to 
raise the water, and so make a pond, must be built with the clay 



or «uth uien oat of the pan or hollow dug in the lowest 
ground above the bank ; the shape of the pan to be ■ half oval, 
whereof the flat to come to the bank, and the longer diameter 
to ran aqaare from it. 

"For two large ponds, of three or four acres apiece, it ia 
adriiable to have foar stewe, each two loda wide and three long. 
Tbe BtewB are naaally in gardens, or near the house, to be rnoie 
handr and better looked to. The method of making them, is 
to can; the bottom in a continoal decline from one end, with 
a mouth to favor the drawing them with a net. 

" It ia proper to cast in bavina in some places not far from 
the sides, in the most sandy spots, for the fisfaes to qiawn upon, 
and to de&nd the yonng trj, espeoiallf tbe spawn of Carp and 
Tench." 



CHAPTER XIV. 



Thu bnoriDt article of our fancy haa been of lata mDeh 
trnproTod. Fatience and peiaereiance, it ia aaid, will wodt 
ntinolM ; but the two ioTaloable mbstancea, Gulta Percba and 
India robber, baring been ■uooewfaUy med in tbe nnumfaotnre 
of float!, will piove to be of great importance and atilitp to lh« 
angler, and will work wonden, as to tbe durabilit; and eon- 
Tenieooe of tbia eneotial article of hie eqnipmenL 

Tbe great objectioD to ifaa <ioA float was, that much diffi- 
culty waa experienced in keeping il in order, either the quill or 
the atem becoming, with ver; little wear, loose and unfit for 

The turned hoUow float, almost as light as air, being glued 
or cemented together in the centre, by the constant action of 
the aun and water, was apt to part in the centra, or by its ex- 
treme thmnen, liable to be broken almost as soon aa a soft 
boQed egg, particularly if the gentle PiBCator.iD his boat move- 
ments, happened to tread too bard upon it. 

In (he mann&ctore of the new dcBoriptionB.all tbese diScultiaa 
are obTiated, and the angler can now be fumiehed with an ar- 
ticle almost as light as air, and durable as time. 

Gutta Pereha is admirably adapted Ibr the formation of this 
implement of tackle, being, from its natore, very teDBcious, 
and easily worked into tbe desired shape. Those made of 
this snbatance are lighter than wood, and cannot come apart 
in tbe centre, nor break at the ends, except by extreme hard 
usage and carelessness -, and eren where this happens, they can 
be repaired by tbe angler himself, with but httle trooble. The 
caoutchouc float is made in the usual foim of the sheet mbber. 



withatenw valve «t the top; uidcuibepniiD thevealpoaket, 
or even the poeket-book, and inSated for uae at tha pleasure of 
the poaseasor. The float haa been conmdered the tnosl jneon- 
veoieDt article for use on a long tour, and ia often left behind 
OD oocaaona of distant eiounionB. But all difficultiea of thia 
kind vinidi in iba conTeoSeoDe of the mbbei float. Those of 
the ftaienatj who find it diCScnli to keep their tempei, when 
not in the obiuI lack, will therefore please ilnts up their fioatt 
instead of the fiah, the weather, or some less harmleea object of 
iheir displeasore. 



CHAFTER XV. 



Lro iha Peconie Bar — tl»t "'O't noble and Iwudifbl bar- 
boi— flow a nomber of mall ibtaam, brodu doBf at the 
montb, but ituitt, ahoaliog into m. gnaq bottom, full of craba 
and othei food for fi^ Up into tbeee, for food or dkelter, run 
at nigfat, tide penmttmg. Weak Fb^ (or Cittaut), and Baib or 
EiiigRdi(TiniCM{tbe7aietberecalled). Acroes theee creeks 
nett are KmietiiDee set, wbieh yield in a tide peifaapa a hmidrMi 
weight of " fellow fina," from two to five poondB each. 

The Bonth Aon of the Great Peconie is bmoDagroand, lod 
naitiea often take boat at Jamea Port or Canoe Place, for ■ 
B angler anchor off my of tlie 
k Hills, and amoee hinLBcIf, if he 
«, ontil the tide is well op. Then 
f the creek, and he will probably 

li as joar thorongb-bred angler 
I'beo the Toad Fish begina to at- 
', the finh gone. For Baifa nee a 
aim,ilart in the thank. Mare 
ten lost hj nmng a timg shanked 
fashion), than by any want of 
I outside the mouth often acts as 
throw himself off in the sttug- 
undonbledlf the beet bait, but I 
shrimp — ao despised io those parts 
King Fish average orer b pound. 
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Ggbt hard, and die nobly^ — '' die Uba demi-Bods." No one who 
takes tha Weak Fish of theee crTEtal watere and dean graTBlly 
sboTM, can fail to see the propriety of its nome d'honneur, " tbe 
<alt water Troat." The biilliant tints thai qiot its ailTer ades 
render it indescribablr beaatifiil. 




■ttguilU riHgirlt. 



-NoilwuunL" 
Teu crooked nitject of our diKonree i« a peat to the legolar 
•ojjer. Aa an object of sport he ii fkr beoeith the oontempt 
of a regular game SBhennui, and is only " lakea" whea be 
csnaot be " ahakea" from the hook by all Ihe aits of hjg onfor- 
tunate poveeaor. They are doI particular aa to their meal. 
The finest worm thrown for a trout will often bring hia anake- 
■faip onL The beet shrimp or crab bait m salt water is good 
enoDgh for him, and he seizes it with avidity as a creature of 
taata. The truly patient Waltonian angler dispalchee him 
without complaint ; and if he happen to be of a goodly size, is 
invited to partake of the hoapitaliliee of hia uble. There are 
■even or eight different deseiiptiona, some of which grow to 
quite a large tdze. (See page 217.) The eel belongs to no 
parttcular place or clime. He ia a ooamopolite, and is always 
where water flows and mod grows. He is a warm-blooded 
animal, and baa be«n known to elimb up treee and poles, but 
not to get very near the north pole, the only exception to their 
general distribution being m the mora intensely cold latitados. 
Says Yarrell, one of the best English writen on the eubject, 
" EMs are in reality a valnabte description of fish ; their fieeh is 
excellent for food ; the various speciee am hardy, tenscions of 
liie, and very eaaily preserved. They are ic great esteem for 
ihe table, and the consumption in our large cities is very const- 
der^le. The London market vi principally supplied from 
Holland, by Dutch fishenneD. There aie 
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HoUand haviaB five veesela each ; theae veweli are built with ■ 
capaeiom well, in which large qnantitioa of eela are praeorred 
alive uDtil wanted, (tee or more of these veaeela may be oon- 
Htaotlf seen lying off Billingagate ; the olhets go to Holland 
for fteeh euppliea, each brining a caigo of 15,000 to 30,000 
pounds weight of live eela, for which the Dutch mercbaot pa7B 
a duly of £13 per cargo for permisaioQ to aell." 

Their seipeatina form baa rendered ihem objects ofdialike in 
ibJB country among aome people. The iaii eei, in particular, 
have a great averaon to them from their reHemblance to the 
BDake. But all objections are removed when they ore brought 
□pon the table aa an article of food. Tbe New Yorfc market 
■a abundantly nipplied by the fishermen &om Long lalaad and 
adjacent places. Being easily taken, and found ia great abun- 
dance, they fiimiih a cheap and healthy food for tbe poorer 
clas of people. Id some parts of the country where they are 
taken in fiesh water, they are held in high estimation, and are 
mode tbe object of sport by tbe young Gahermen, by night and 
day, with bobs, eel pots, and qiears. 

A BLnguUr practice was in vogne at Catherine Market, foot 
of Catherine Street, New York, some yeara ago. The lish 
markets, as usual in large cities, were open on Sunday monung, 
in the sommer season, for a few hours after sunrisa. At ihn 
abore-mentioned market the negroes use 
parts of the city to the skinning, iromi 
brought in for that purpose. After tbe op 
and the fish were tied into bundlee, certaii 
by the lovers of fun, to be danced for t 
ceremony of danciag for eels was perfoi 
and dexterity by the eons of Afric's so 
shingle, brought by each competitor foi 
qiectacle waa witnessed by hundreds of 1 
of all claaue of people, who expressed 
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apprabslioa or dissent by cheera, claps, or groans. There were 
GOrtaia rules for the regulatiOD of the danee, one of which wae 
diat the individiul who shuffled off the shiagte lost iha prize, 
and was considered beaten. On some occssions,lo pioduce mare 
excitemeal and atimulate them to greater eObtt, larger bnnehea 
ware put up for the dance. The grotesque appearance of the 
crowd, with the negro in the centre, allired in a white or check 
shirt, little the worae for absence from the wash-tub, an old 
alraw hat, and paalaloona rolled up to the knees, 



■urrounded by (he fishermen with their red shirts aod tiTpanlin 
bala, the various dark-skinned polished face and whke-teeth 
COmpetiloiswithBhiiigle in hand, watchuig anxiooely their tmn, 
Burtomidiag the inside of the ring, and the motley laughing, 
Joking, and belting crowd without, furnished a scene which we 

hoTinira hoa hesn nniloosnriully negleCtod by ths artjst, aod 

' York 0* it teai. 
ists respecting Eels, have been as 
notion, Ichlhyologisia are gene- 
ike two migrations in each year, 
, and one, returning up the rivers 
'I am, however, of opinion that 
the sea, or rather lo the brackish 
arciBe of choice, and not a matter 
u«nt Elela tetnro up the river as 

kinds of these fish found in both 
liar description, called the Syren 
aken in one of the rirers near 
pe is similar to the ordinary Eel, 



with the Aiception of two paws dmilar to a do^a, tbst die; 
carry in front, to acratch their wajr id tbe mud, to avoid their 

A friend who lives in dis northern part of the state of New 
York, iays he haa obeerved two deecriptiana of fteeh water 
Eels. " Odo having a email sharp head, tapeiing out very nar- 
row towards the mouth, being larger according to their weight, 
aod thicker through the middle than the common Eel. They 
generally iahabil clearer water, and are more frequently found 
above walerfalla. Their £esh ia a lighter color, having more 
the appearance of fat pork. They are alao much better, and 
whin boiled or fiied are a great reliafa," The other deecriptioQ 
has a larger hoad, wider mouth, the lower jaw projectmg beyond 
tlie upper ; they are largest through the gills, aad tapsr to the 
tail; their fleah of a bluish color, and Dot as palatable aa the 
former description. " All Eels are spawned in the ocean ; the 
young ones commence mtming up rivers and amaller streams the 
latter part of April or beginning of May. They are then about 

the size of large needl" """ ' ■"" "' ' ''" 

edges of si 




Urge SB yon will, tad yoa eannol find the leui ippetRmee ol 
spawn i on the coDttary, lake > eea E^ in tbe Utter put of 
winter, md f ou will End it full of qiawn.* 

Since, then, Ihey are an object of qrart, end the trulj scienti- 
Gc BDgler, when in want of eicitemenl, la sometimes seen by 
torch light, with spear in hand, striking for him ■□ the depths 
below, it will be well to reourk on some of the methods pur- 
wed in his capture. 

In England they have a mode of taking the eel called mig- 
gUng, which, says Blaine, ia ■ practice bo iagenioiiB and full of 
artifice, that it miglit reconcile the eponaman to Eel fishing. 
For the benefit of country friends, who are fond of Eel fiehug, 
the following description of the tackle, and mode of operating 
is here given. A stick two yards long, with a cleft at each 
end, a strong needle whipped to a small whip-cord line, from 
the eye lo the middle, which, with a lob-woim stuck on the 
needle, leaving the point to be inserted in the cleft of the stick, 
constitutes the sunple apparatus. The art consists in putting 
the worm, needle, and line softly into the mouth of the Eel 
holea, which are Bufiered to remain until taken by the E^t, 
when the line and hook are again reclaimed, but accompanied 
by the Eel also. The most common modes of angling for 
them in this country are with the hook, bob, pot, and epear. 
For hook fishing, take an ordinary line, such as need for 
pickerel, in fresh water, or black fiah in s&ll water, attach by a 
short length of line, gimp, or twisted gut, a ma Black fish or 
Eel hook, suited to tiie aiie of fiah expected, and a sinker ac- 



no pntKbU B(nu . 






cording to Iha tida or cmreDt ; Bee that all yotiT tackle be 
auong.uid yon sje rigged. If in tresh water, bait with worms, 
pieces of fiah, froga, entrails of chicken ; for salt water, pieces 
of clama, fish, ehiimp, or anything else you think they will 
fancy. The largest and oldest of the family saake sLoog the 
raoddy battom at night, and perhapa accommodating yon with 
n bite, will allow you to draw them up, of a aize such aa may 
trouble youi draams. Some salt water anglan take them with 
ahedder crab and ibad roe, after the following manner; they 
proouiB some whits horse hairs, and work them into the shape 
of a bag, and within place their bait, or wind Ihem thoroughly 
around a good nze bait, lliey attach thia to a hand line, with 
a ainlwr of sufficient weight to atnk it to the bottom. The Bel 
takes bold, and soon entangles his teeth in the mesh of the bag, 
•nd is brought up wilhont difficulty. 

Tbe bob is made by t 
yam or linen thread, a 1 
a baU, and by allachiog 
appropriate sinker, to tb 
give a little time, that It 
rately until at the (op ol 
steady, and you will, if 
tbemeelTee without youi 

Pot fishing ia still mo 
practised in the eounlry 
the fashion of an Iri^ [ 
basket materials, and t 
trap, forming an inTen 

ends are constmclad so 
to remove the fish. T 
length, and 6 to 8 



ii pluied in the ioiide, vjih • wei^t to mik H. To tba 
contra ia attacbed > Hroiig cord or rope. When leidf, it ia 
let down to the bottom of tba itreun, and it is hanled op at 
tuni of tide, or whea ita weight indicatea > aaffioieat qoutitf of 
the deored fiih. 

Last, though not leaat, and probably the beM mode, ia spear- 
ing. This ia doDe with a ateel apear, made with five or aiz flat 
or square pranga, attached b; a socket to a strong aab handle. 
Thej oau be had at the fishing tacUe stores, oi made to order 
by the nearest blBcksmith. These are forced into the mud from 
a boat, or used in wading, accompanied by an awatant, with a. 
basket, to receive the result of the operatoKa skill. 

Tlier make a capital dish for eating, by either stewing, lay- 
ing, pyniv, or better, according to Walton, as follows; " First, 
wash him in water and salt ; then pull off his skin below his newt 
or navel, and not mach further ; having done that, take out his 
guta, aa clean aa you can, but wash him not ; ihea give him 
three or four BaolcbeB with a knife, and then put into his belly 
and those aootches sweet herbs, ao anchovy, and a little nut- 
meg, grated or cut vei; small ; and your herbs and anchovies 
must also be cut very small, and mixed with good batter and 
__.. i — .-__ j__. .i.-_ .1. .1 ijj ^jji ^^^ iijjjj jjj [jijj jijg 

the end that you may tie 
tiead grew ; and it must be 

kthread, to a spit, and ioa?t 
irater and salt nntil his skin 
luving toaaled him enongli, 
and what ha diip«, bn his 
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Tma fish is mmilsr in appearBDce to the Tom-Cod, for which 
il IB o&eo mJBtakea by those who have oetei eiamiaed the two 
t<^6ther. They, however, belong to the cod family, and are 
cUaeed among ichthyologistB as being related, although eome- 
whal distaal, to that species. 

They are found in great abnndance in England and France, 
vfaera (hey are caught and sold in immense quBntJties. They are 
also canghl of leiy large size, measuring three to five feet in 
length. Mr. Yairell aays, that they aie " eo abundant in the 
Bay of Galway that it was formerly called the Bay of Hakes. 
On that part of the Nymphofftheooaalof Waterford, the Hake 
ta iIbo bo plentifid, that One thousand have been taken by six 
men with lines m one night. It ia a voracious fish, aa ita 
aystematio name of Merluciui, sea-pike, implies. They feed 
upon a description of fish called Pilchards, on which they glut 
themselves to their heart's desire. I have •seen seventeen 
Pilchards taken from the stomach of a Hake of ordinary Hze. 
Theur digestion, howerer, is quick, so that ihey speedily get rid 
of their toad, and fishermen observe that upon being hooked, 

the Hake presently evaeoatea the cor' — •' -'' '■" -• *■ •- 

&cilitate ita escape ; bo that when h 
lioe, in the midsl of prey, not one v 
■tomach. When near the surface, hi: 
■lot lake place until aHer they ace dra 

They do not appear to be so ge 
eountry, as they are m others, neither 
I aize, and although not a game fish 1 



the hook, tnd ueeooodeied very palatable. Thef ue exceed- 
ingly cammon, nys Dr. J. V. C. Smith, thoagh not takea in any 
qgantity id Hanachnsetti. The laigeat caught hem seldoin 
M«eeda two feet. They am deaominated Four Johru. The 
heal hake an taken off Cape Cod and sold under the nime of 
tUtekfitiL 

When very hungry, the hake eibibita coneiderabte voracity, 
and doea not hesitBle to oeize a crab, which, in self-defence, 
Bometiinea fixes its Hheara in the retractile lips of the enemy, 
who whirls it through the water with aurpriaiag velocity, till it 
is finally obliged to let go ita hold. 

DESCBIFTIDH.— i>ciaV. 

ChariKlerittiei. — Reddish brown above; long, acnte, paJa- 
tine teeth ; lower jaw largest ; length one to two feet, 

Oalor. — Reddish brown, with golden tints towards the 
rcle silveiy, with a pinkish tuetie ; 
browD ; lower part of the body 
rownish black ; tongne, surface of 
, and interior of the operclee, deep 
mottled with brown ; doreals light 
ladal dark brown ; Temaining fins 
vith brown. 

known at New York, hut of late 
indent, wheie they are taken at the 
' boys, and those of the craft that 
1 day. The Hake, like the Tom- 
I taken generaJly with hand lines. 
lie. Bemg of the voracious order, 
I and curreutB, and ia better taken 
ing, where he delights to feed upon 
On mch grounds the line should be 



rigged with m heary daker, «ncl n hollow one if it eon be 
proGDied, as the bite is much eeidec felt. Some prefer instead 
of a black Sub book a Limeiiok, about No. 4 silmoii. He ia 
fond of ehrimpe, crabs, and clama. Ecaaomical angl»a 
DDirenBlly nse the latter bait, coniideriiiB it good enough to 
lake him or any of bis family. 



CHAPTER xnn. 




Laze fidiing lacks one element of inlereal poasBeeed by the 
mlt water, namel]', the conilition of hopeful diicertaintjr retipcct- 
ing the BOTt and size of your game. Betwem the bumble 
Flounder and the noble Sheepehead are maaj kinds of gami: 
R^, and greater dbiparitiea of weight and Talne than exi!<t 
between the fiah of fresh ponds, which are less Tarious and more 
equal. MoreoTer, the salt water tribe come and go with p^e- 
Bona and tidee, and cannot, like their inland brethren, always b? 
followed and founil. There ia therefore an eicitement in the 
doubtful chancea of sea-lisfaJDg wanting ui thai of the lakei 
which presents greater aDiformily of character and certai nly ol 



But ihou^ still water fishing, as compared with the flowing 
salt, is inferior in interest, perhaps it has superiority in the gene- 
ral satisfaction it aHbrda. In the DumerouB lakelets of New 
York, fiah, of some sort, can at any limo he taken. Not, how- 
B«er, always with equal ease. When the water ie warm and 
the fish well fed, the angler will find occaaion for all his att ;— 
in the succeeefiU exercise of which, and not in the magnitude of 
hia fishing, lies, after all, the chief satisfaction. Perch, lar^o 
and lirely, both yellow and while : StmGsh, aoioetinieB of con. 
aidorable si2e; Pickerel, which areshy,.and employ all your 
cunning and skill; Cat-fish, whether yod would or no; ate 
taken 'm our hundred little lakea ; and the angler, with light rod 
and floe tackle (which are indispensable to enjoyment), will 
find fiahing in them anything but a dull and tame afiair. 



The baits used are vnrioiu : live bail, is worm or fieh, is 
geneially beet. Bui whalevei you take 
"TotHltOihwlilul," 
if it will feed nothing else, 'twill feed Cat'fiah, which are omni- 
vorona. Tlie]' ore the fresh water Toad-fish, and, like otbem 
of the family, seem lo subserve the piupoee of purification, by 
lb« reooniertaoa into life of corruptible ocguoic utatter. Though 
esteemed delicate eating* when well cooked, they are not 
pleasant to talct law j — Iheii ugly mouths, slimy skiDB, and 
dangerODs honu, caueiiig the dainty angler to avoid their 
ueighbot^ood. This he can do only by fishing gome ieet above 
bottom. But drop below that discreel distance, and he. will 
surely damage his tackle in the jaws of some bull-headed Man- 
darin, to be disengaged only with infinite difficulty and disgust. 
tlshing Ibi them, wnen rigbtly prepared, is, like fishing for Eelf , 
well enough and quite aaothec ibing. You will then use gimp, 
and a kirb about No, 3 Salmon, upon bottom. The beat time 
is sundown, and after. Then they bite boldly, and are a sure 
fish. Glove your left hand and seize them fearleealy but firmly 
behind die boms when you disgorge the hooL Boys with 
stick and string, a rusty hook and piece of pork, take " BuU- 
heada^ (as the small Cat-fish are called) in almost every pond 
and Ireeh stream in the Northern States. 

But angling for the White or Silver Perch — the graceful 
oright-eyed Peroh — with pliant rod and gossamer thread of gut 
— this ia DO boy's play, bat a true exhilarating sport, A nimble, 
strong, clean fish, that spring! 
hard, and dies game, is a res 

"KuDvllkeAerci 



llH ScboylkUl, to dnpslch them 



3S6 WHITE FESCH AMS CiT-IJSa UTBLIVa. 

Seen at daybreak or mrndown, plaring in ^latkling Bclioola on 
the sunny aide of some lakelet, he is an object of attnciiTe 
beauty to the poetic angler. Perch bile beat in eaily moming 
and eiening about the shsUowB near ahore; but at mid-day, 
when they retire to ban that run oat ioto deeper water, Ihey 
become dainty, yet may, howerer, be there taken. Worm, upon 
a Limerick book (1 to 3 troot), ie a copunon bait. But the 
" killy," and sinall brook shiner, or gold fish, are better. Pre- 
pared with these, I generally contrire to drift with the wind, if 
there be any, outaide the shadow of the wooda and beyond the 
weeda, trailing a light float, with swivel just wughty enough to 
dip it and balance the live bait swimming at half depth. This 
Is the ground and mode of fishing, good alike for Ferch and Piek . 
erel. Be therefore prepared for the latter, and if one bite give 
him no quarter, hut bring him in steadily, and quickly, if yon 
would save your tackle. His bite may be distinguished from 
that of the Perch. His is a long poll, balding the float under ; 
whereas the Perch bite is comparatively quick and short. 

Stowty drifting, then, fishing between the boat and shore, and 
drawing or oaating my line into every likely nook, I generally 
strike upon a school of Perch, when I quietly drop anchor. 
When they cease biting I row above, float down again, and 
commonly take more in the same place, or if not, continne to 
drift as belbre. Large fish, as Perch over half a pound ma; be 
called, are more solitary in thdr habits ; the smaller the more 
gregarious, as though instinctively associating for mutua! pro- 
tection. I choose the sunny side, because I think the Silver 
Ferch (other circnmstancea equal) prefer die Strong lights to the 
dark waters of the pond ; and this may he one reason why they 
Bwim nearer tbe surface in the twilight of moming and evening. 
If then the tieb don't bite freely, examine the crop of one, and 
suit your bait to its apparent food. 

The White Perch, though len common than the Yellow, is 



yet widelf disinbuted in our waUn. It ia found in the Hod- 
Boa uii] tributary streuna. The Paauic rlTsr abouDds with a 
email axe. Very fine fish are takra in moM of the lakes of 
Putnam county (acceaaible by the Harlam raitraad), and in 
many ponds of that paradise of ^ortamen, Long Island, ee- 
pecially in Suffolk Couaty, There, ■ short ride through the 
pines fi\)ni almost any point, will bring yon to some quiet spot, 
where you can find fair eport angling, " nnder the shade of 
OTerhanging boughs," yet within souad of the ocosd surf. The 
pine woods, interlaced with their bright sandy neniieB, hare a 
peculiar beauty, and to fish in their still depths, of a serene day, 
in a light skiff, gently gliding over some mirrored lake, 

" Fair a* Iba boum of ilie sma,' 
m a luxury Ihey can bestappreoiatewlioaTeennuiedby jaaliion, 
or distempered by the wear sud teaj- of an inteuae bnainesa life. 
To mlnda of any sensibility, the mere repose of these suburban 
solitudes ia " a feeling" of beauty, and awakens the c 
neaa of an infinite prtitnci, replete with religious ei 



CHAPTER XIX. 



Atnl of Fdw« I 
Uu li Ihr flcUiB, 

Bhlpwncli'i Ihy down. 
Bpk«> will jBweli 

n<oai valley aid ha. 

Am bnilHl In ll»l 



Thb «rt we love being adinirablj ■dspted to recmit the 
brokcD-dowQ or enervated coostitution; and the pure breath 
of heaven, aa it cornea from off' the dark blue sea and the 
white capped wave, bein^ a more potent medicine than 
that pTe>«cribad by the phjaician, or compouoded by the 

.■.»•!..»..» n„ — — ed here be ofieced for a few 

itereat to those who may cast 
de of a ship. Thoie who have 
thinb that such a large pond 
;h>ui whale, the ponderous shark, 
;, bat a little reflection would 
that thej labor ander a delu- 

klesi ocean, wherein the mon- 
.7, as well as the reeb and shal- 
ning with shoals of the living 
h aredeaigned oat onljr to feed 
ies of their own speciea, but to 
imfort, amoaemeot, and support 
liey are placed. The pooreailor, 
oyage of many months, is ever 
diet, and the sight of > school 



of fiih is & subject of gratification to the nhole of a ship's 
company, and more particularly to thoae who bave never be- 
fore tatcpted their precious souls and bodies on the oceau 



nd Eu>w AppmctaJnff near tlw lofty starn, 
■hoal or •poitlTe dolphlBi Ibej dliun. 
■Hn bainLgh'd icalH they beam refUlgeBC 
11 all the glowlnt oeeen (eenii to blue 
lOD la the >pon of death the tnw repalt, 



The ocean ia supposed to bare aa man; tenants ae the 
earth or the air, Bnt few of the descriptions are much 
known by any particular names, and very few described by 
naturalists. The Dolphin, whose fame has been said and 
■ling by poet and philosopher, ia worth a sea voyage 
for the pleauure of his capture, and Che satisfaction of " be- 
ing in at his death " Their usual size is from S to 5 ft. in 
length. The variableness and beauty of his rainbow 
colorings, as he shuffles off his mortal coil, ia a sub- 
ject indescribable by { 
some fish as he is lifted 
who make his acquaint 
trary, his proportions a 
ther ordinary, and not □ 
bis dream, and he flaps 
ressel, and, gasping, dii 

"Whai mJlaatrhB 
What glowing hn 



WbAB otiaai dew 
Thau IVon hie Bill 



And DO 


wuisnwih 


pnipl- 


• ilHpwilya. 


BnltH 




cltnd] 


Kh.hlBlBfI.TJ 


WlMt 


gnuKtfutei 


UDUni 


.'1 i»w« dl.pUyI 



He that iroaU prepare himself far the pleasure and eicite- 
raent of hia capture, should provide himself with a stout 
haweer-laid cotton or hemp line of 28 or 30 fathoms length, 
end in thickness about one-eighth of an inch i to this 
should be attached one of the largest size Cod hooks, seized 
on to the line with the stoutest kind of white, black, or 
colored No. 12 thread, or small fish line, well waxed nrith 
shoemaker's was ; for bait, use a large piece of salt pork, 
aboat six inches in length by 3 or 3 wide, made well fast. 
Fasten jrour line, cast jour haited hook orerboard, and 
troll till you get a bite ; pull him in with a steady lioe, 
stout heart, aad strong nerve, and he will soon repay 
the trouble of his capture, both by the excitement of 
the occasion, and the table exercise with the instruments 
of appetite. You will not find his meat as pleasant to 
the taste ss some others of the tribe, but rather 
prefenble to the salt pork apon which he expected 
to dine himself. The sailors take him with a targe piece 
of bane, tin, or lead attached to a good sized hook ; 
but yon will Gnd a much better article called an artificial 
squid, of handsome shape, from 4 to 8 inches inlength, and 
compelled of tin, after a similar manner, at the general 
fishing tackle stores. This article is used without bait in 
its simple form, being made something io the shape of a 
fish. 

There are other fish captured in the same way, 
on sea voyages ; among them the Bonita, Barracouta, and 
Skip Jack. Smaller squids are employed, (imilar to those 
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in trolling fbr blue fiah, say from 3 to S inches in length, of 
tin or bone, the former to be uaed in rongh water, uid the 
latter in emooth ; those who cootemplale going to aei, to be 
■ura of BQCceae, ahould take both kinds. The Boaita and 
Skip Jack Tsj; in aize from 1 to S feet, and can be taken with 
lighter tackle ; but to be on the safe side, and insure Buccesa, 
employ jour Dolphin Uoe ; and should you ose beef or pork 
instead of the irtiGcial squid, attach to your line stout 
Kirby sea hooks, the size of 1-0 or 2-0 Limerick. In pur- 
chasing and rigging jour sea tackle, see that it is well made, 
and perfectly strong. Let not parsimony deter you from 
preparing it of the beat quality, and jou will never regret 
your angling enjoyments on the ocean. 



CHAPTER XX. 



Tat wmteii of California are aliTe with a great rariety 
of the Gnnj' race, equal in value to the angler aa are its 
pilden saods* to the adTentarer. In the ba; and harbor of 
San Fraocisco are found the Haddock, the BUcb Fish or 
Tauti^, the Flounder, the Mackerel, tbe Weak Fish or nit 
water Trout of the south, the Mnllet, and the Red Fish, ot 
Spotted Basae. These different descriptions, which are tdceit 
with rod or hand-tackle in the usual manner, are of unusually 
large size aiid of very fine flavor. The Red Fish is said by 
those who have tried it with the knife and fork to be 
superior in gastTDnomic qualities to the celebrated Gsb of 
the same name at New Orleans and Charleston, being also 
much Qner in outward appearance, having more delicate akin, 
smaller scales, and its superficial surface more beautifuL 
They bile at the hook baited with pieces of mullet, beef, 
or poric, very freely, are very vigorous, and give good 
play with the rod and reel. The beautiful Mullet is also 
found here in all ila glory, and grows to quite a large size, 
being taken from fl or 8 inches to 2 or 4 feet in length 
!., — i — . — — r. a -; — „[jp descriiJlion offish is alfo 
Trigger t'ish. This member 
projection on the back, similar 
er of a gun, frooi which much 
abitants by its singular motions, 

I leponed lo ba k pleni; in MeiLcn, 

tc gMn Rc4t and Bult. 
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when pulled by the knowing ones. The fresli water fish 
Bwarm tbe streams and laked in abundance. The Salmoa 
here lord their wa; through the Sacramento and Columbia 
rivers, and their br^mcbes, io such large numbera, that thef 
cui be seen in immense shoals when entering the riven in 
the month of April, and are speared, or captured bj the 
IndiaoB with a wicker basket, with much ease. The 
natives, also, set fences across the atreama where thcj go 
up, and confineand secure them in large quantities. They 
take the fly finely, and alibrd good sport with the rod and 
r«eL 

The lakes and inland rivers, aUo, teem with an abaa> 
dance of Catfish, and Salmon Trout of the finest quality and 
flavor. Capt. Fremont, in his narrative of his exploring 
expedition (o CaliforDia, says, in speaking of those of the 
Salmon Trout River : " Their flavor is excellent — superior, 
in fact, to any fish that 1 have ever knowu." In the moun- 
tain streams, the Spotted Trout is found in large quantities, 
aa are the Yellow Perch and manv other smaller descrio- 
tions of ftsh. The 
northern extremity 
similar in shape, gen 
" At a little distan 
covered with scaler 
n<:thing of the bi 
pearance. making tl 
they seem. Their i 
soft, and nut equal t< 
to be found the Gree 
other kinds of she) 
finest flavorable qua 
gon oS^r great indue 
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This Bne fiah, khfaout^ ■ genenl Inhabitanl of moM of our 
lieali water ponds, is often found in aiuij of our large lireis, 
where he partakes more of the actire nature of tLe Btripol, or 
Black Bseae (to which lainilr be belongs], than of that of his man 
■tuggigh but less Bctire and nearer relative, the Yellow Perch. 
At the High Bridge, Harlem River, they are taken in large 
qnantitiee, and eomelimes of large eize, all through Ibe eununer 
season ; the; also aboand in man; puis of the Hudson, Dela- 
ware, and Schnylkill riTere, and are the objects of much spoK 
in many parts of Connecticut, the large ponds of Long Island, 
and the etreams of various other pans of the Uniled Stales. 

They are generally caught with the usual Trout, or Ferch 
tackle, eicept when found in the more rapid rivera, when the 
angler delights to raoBler him with his Basse rod, stronger bot- 
tom lepgths, and hooks in proportion. It is also well to pre- 
pare in this manDGr, in order to be in readiness for larger BA, 
wVieh in the rivers and often in the large ponds, give consddfr- 
rable trouble. A Connecticut friend, who was once almost 
mastered by a large pike, whilst angling for white perch, gives 
the following graphic account of his socces. 

" I bad been fishing nearly the whole aftetnoon ; the sun had 
elmoal set, and I was drifting along with (be declining wind, 
not far from the shore of b lake, near the eouthem pajt of the 
state, when I felt a most violent jerk at my Une, which imme- 
diately began to nm out with great rapidity. Supposing my 
fiigilive to be only a remarkably vigorous perch, I attempted to 
It found the strain so great as to convince me that 
tered B more poweriiil opponent. I had only a 
g-rod, with a very slender silk and hair line, and 
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m vei7 Gne got bottom with a number 6 trout hook, and I uw 
atones that skill tind patience and not force, must win the day. 
I accordingly gave out plent; of line, keeping it ti^t, bowerer, 
and Tei7 bood mj autagoniBt rose to the surface, while I reeled 
inagain with mf utmost eeleritf. He iheo leaped with extend- 
ed jawa a Hilt yard from the water and immediately plunged 
again towarda the bolloia, where he dTig along until be very 
nearly canied out 40 yaida of line, when luckily he turned 
once more and eame directly lowarda the boat. After a con- 
test of about 35 ounuWs, austained with great elrenglh and per- 
aevaraace on the part of the fish, and [he utmost skill I could 
muster on my own part, and the mosl intense eicjtemenl on 
both sides, I fairly overcame my Bcaly friend, and led him, 
gasping at length and unresisting, with his broad green aides 
gleaming in the sunset, to the side of my boat, placed my land- 
ing net under him, and in an instant he was at my feet; be 
proved to be one of the largest pike 1 hnd ever taken in that 
water, and weighed 7 1-3 pounds." The some gentleman 
fiahea for Perch in the following manner. " My common 
method of taking white Perch, ia with a small minnow or 
shiner, placed upon two Limerick book^, tied about an inch 
apart, on a bottom length of live or six feet of tine single gut, 
famished with a couple of swivels. The lower hook is about 
No. 3, and the other No. B, accordmg to the arrangement of 
books in the Angler's Guide. I row my boat out nearly to the 
middle of the pond and then allow it to drift before the wind, 
with my line run off the reel to just about such a length ae that 
the motion of the boat will keep the bait near the surface of the 
water. The while Fercb play about in schools, constantly 
leaping above the water in a fine breezy day, and often in 
seizing the bait, they w 
trout doea in taking a S 
freqoently captured fron 
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Tan ia • very fine fiih, both fur table and rod eieraBe, and 
■Mnu to partake of the nature of both the pike and perch 
family i like the trout be loves the more bold aad rapid parta 
of liren uid takes, and alao the deep holee, aad under weeds 
and graBB, and with some of the fraternity is consdeied ei}ual 
in vigor and activity to the favorite trout. A friend who sent 
two from Albany this winter (1349), as specimena. Bays ibcy 
■re taken in Lake Ontario, and also in the Mohawk, where 
the]' are called Mobawk Pike. It has also been ascertained 
that thej' abound in the Susquehanna and its tributary streams, 
where the true pickerel also are found. They grow in the 
above mentioned placee to the weight of ten or twelve pounds, 
are fearless in attack, roaming the streams a tenor to the finny 

.11 — — I ;__ .„ jdpj ((jjijj ([jgy gjjj swallow. 

I the lateral line ; lighter on 
nd ^1 covers mottled with 
pale fla^ color ; pupil dark 
black and yellowiah ; mem- 
reot, with a few dark dashes ; 
ped with black ; the posterior 
he two last raya, black ; the 
otted with brown in such ■ 
ludinal dusky bars ; pectoral 
ited brownish bars ; ventral 
la of the rame color, with a 
I with inegalar dusky bus." 
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" ThiB is Ifae common Pike, Pickerel, Glsaa Eye, and Yellow 
Pike or the great lakes snd most of ihe inlaad lakes of tha 
western part of tlie State. In Ohio il has received tlie name of 
Salmon. The ordiaary name girea no aoirect idea of ita 
character. Il is a Inw perch, although its form and habita 
BDggest very ualiirallf the idea of pike, I have, (herefoie, 
applied lo it a name which iadioatea ita true positioa, and is a 
traDslatlDa of il9 classical appellation." 

" The Pike-perch is exceedingly Toracioua, sod ia highly 
prized for food. It is caaghl readily with the hook, aad 
appeals to prefer as bait the common Ireeh water cray-fish 
(AatacuB Bartoni). According to Dr. Rutland it is one of the 
most valuable liah for Che table found in the wcetem waters, 
and sells readily at a high price. It ia found in such qnanlides 
about the Minmee River, as lo induce the fiahermen to make 
it an article of commerce. At Lake Huron it spawns in April 
or May. In Chstauque Lake I was informed of one which 
waa thirty inches long. It had swallowed a duck, which had 
thrust its head through the gill openings of the fiah, and having 
thus destroyed il, both were found dead upon Iha ahores." 

The beal arraogeinenl for his aueceaaful capture is a good ,,,^ 

size basse rod, and the regular baase tackle, with the exception r a^^_^ 

of the hook, which should be about the aize of that used for ^^' 

the king fiah. aay about No. 4 salmon. The bail most ^^^^^ 

generally used ia the minnow or shiner. V °^\' 
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Kladlr ftmlilud ftir thU wok bf ■ fltead at Damlb 

B1.1CX Bun are fonnd in all the great Weatem lakea. and 

In all the riven CDnnecting (hem 01 tributary to them. They 

abound also in the picturesque and beautiful lakelela with which 

the peainwl* of Michigan is etudded. There are aereral spe- 

eiee of fiab which paaa bf the general name of Black Basee, but 

two or three of which appear to be described by naturalistB'^ 

The Black Bame (ffuro Nigrieant) of Lake Huron, the Black 

Basse {Ctatrarehui FaiciaUa) of Lake Erie and the Ohio 

Riier, and Labrax Nigriearu, or Small Black Basse. They 

difbr in diftrent localities in form as well as in color. They 

all belong to the great Perch familj', and aie a game fish.afford- 

They, with the White Buee, Pir^- 

[id Catfish, comprise the liel out of 

[ler is to find his sport ; but the one 

Un lor bis toil, is the Black Basra. 

at when feeding bold and voracious. 

If resembles the Blackfieh (Tauiog) 

a found among rocks and reels, and 

lies.* In weight thef range &ain 

Lake Michigan, and in Green Bay, 
las does notappwln bsTe 1w«n described 
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tbcy ue somewhat lu'gar. In color, too, st times, the Black 
Basse ia like the Tanlog ; but his color changea with the aea- 
aoD, 01 from some olher cause, from a diDgjr black to a dark 
greeo. Ferhapa these varieties of color are the result of aga 
at sei, though it is said that the same fish, kept in a lessel of 
water, will cbange its color repeatedly in a short qiace of time. 
The Black Basse makes bis appearance in the Detroit Kiver 
about the latter part of May or first days of June, as the seiaoa 
is early or late. He is then in fine condition, and at his feeding 
time, which ia &om sunriEO till half-past ssTen or eight o'clock 
a.11., and from four f. k. to sunset, will give good spoit till the 
last of July. Id August they aie spawning ; and though the 
bait be cast in tho midst of " a crowd," as it sometimes may on 
a gravelly bank over which the water, two or three feet deep, 
mas rapidly into an eddy or pool, they will Dose it about in 
turn as disdamliilly as though they were innocent of ever mas- 
ticating a minnow. IT you do succeed i>y artifice, aa you flat- 
ter yourself, in enticing one to take the hook, he gives but liltlo 
play, and comes out with scarcely a struggle. You will find 
him holSow over the eyea, sharp □□ the back, thin aod ehiuok 
and BO woe-bagone of look, Buggeslivo of fiehy fever and ague, 
that his taking the hook, you aru conviuced,iB mere desperalioa, 
JD feet a pisoalory suicide. You throv 
oleraenl, and be swiios languidly off ' 
says his destiny is a matter of ini 
may socceed during the moulb of Auj 
taking a lew eloul, friaky young fellon 
and a half in weight, which ti^e acct 
pondent of the "Buffalo Commercial 
there your sport will end. Reel up thi 
the edge of the sedge, to inveigle Yelli 
erel, and leave the " yearlings" to gl 
progeoitaiB to recover their pIumpaeK 
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It is Bud that at this time they wiJl greedily take the 
panboppet aad aitificial By, but the fiah are not geaerallj 
good ; ia thk seasoD you will rarely succeed in inducing them 
to ri» to the simulated insect. The proper months, theo. for 
black baaee fiahiog, are Juae sad July, and liom the heginniiig 
of Seplembei to the middle and last of October. Bssee seldom 
take the bail during the prevalsDce of a north-east or east wind. 
In the latter part ol' September or during the month of October, 
bnwe may be taken at almost any time of day, but they bite 
better mornings and afternoons, even in that sessan. 

Tbe modes of taking this delicioos fish, are by trolling, and 
still fishing with the rod bdiI reel. 

In troilmg, the spoon may be used with success, or a tew 
while fea^iBra fastened around the shank of the hook with a 
tut of red woollen yam or red finnnel. While deer hair 
■domed with bright red. ia said to be a lulling trolling bait ; a 
tufi of hair, two and a half inches in length, and nearly the 
thicknoH of one's finger, is laid along the shank of the hook 
and securely iaslened in the middle by binding on aewing silk, 
which is coTered by red yarn or flannel. As it is drawn 
through the water, the ends of the hairs above the yarn spread 
oat and turn back ; this bait is showy and said to be very 
efieetiTe. It ia used in the rapids of riveis, and for tiollitig in 
the small inland lakes. The baits used with the rod and reel 
aie minnows, small firogs, and the common craw fish, or little 
&esh water lobster. The lira minnow is the beet, ihoogh 
there are times when then- voracity will prompt them to take 
almost sny bait. The bait, whatever it may be, except the 
angle worm, should be kept in motion, by drawing it through 
the water a yard or two at a time ; this seems to act as a 
ptoTOcation, and they wdl dart at it, when, if the bait be dead 
and stationary, they will not touch it. A strong, live minnow 
cf three inchei in length is a very killing bait. Use a gal 



\e*4ei or four or five feet in length. Vam jooi hook Ihion^ 
the ejea of the ininaow, taking care not to woond the brain, uiil 
be will lice and anioi about, the full length of hia (ether, in the 
most natural manner possible. With thU deeeiiptioD of bait, and 
thia mode of adjusting il, yoa cannot fail to take baaee, if ther 
■re in the mood lo bite at all ; whilst others, fishing near you 
with portions of miaaow or dead bait, will meet no eacoorage- 
ment to continiie their sport, 

Basse invariably swallow the bait head first. The manner 
puiaued by the boys living near the small lakes in Michigan, 
will illustrate the superiority of live bait in taking Basse. They 
take a small live sonfieh, and after running a hook throng the 
eitreme end of his nose, conceal its point with an angle worm ; 
then, when it is cast overboard, a number of sunfish gather about 
it attracted by the worm ; the collection draws the attention of 
a baase, who straightway darts among them — the little fellows 
■■ all imm^iately swim away" to shallow water, leaving the 
decoy to the mercy of the hungry basse, who in his turn becomes 
the prisoner of the ingenious young piscator. But Basse, like 
□them of the finny tribe, are not always caught when hooked. 
lu the season when in full strength, they make most violent 
efioits to release themselves from the " barbed steel," and will 
frequently, after making a burst or two, throw ihemEelves two 
or tbree feet out of the water with a flutter, shaking their heads 
most intelligently lo throw out the book. This is a ticklish 
lime for the angler, and unless he keeps his strain upon the fish. 
and drops the end of his rod. ' *" ' ' ' "" * 

lUBUvre, a Btrong basse will i 
who wiali«e to have a day's sp 
his minnows the siiernoon bel 
foraled with small holes and s 
he must be off for the groui 
above which the water ripple 






bank, be ehould not go straight to the place, Bplaahiiig iba water 
with hii oora, but make a circuit above, and drop down with 
the cunent, keeping his anchor orerboard till he reaches the 
proper apot, then let it go with as little noise as poeuble. Cast 
the bait well out into the Btream, and let it awing roood into 
the eddf, keeping it in motion b; drawing it towaids him ». 
yard 01 two al a time, and letting it nin out again with the 
Mieam. My word foi it, if he b on Basse ground, he'll bodd 
have a losty pull. Now care is neceesarj. Cool dow 1 Don't 
strike too quick, (or the seal; rascals like to mouthe the tempt- 
ing, struggling morsel a bit (and they baTB to swallow it head 
fiist, you know). So wait, my fiiend, till he gives anolber 
strong decided pull, then " hare at him." Now caution and 
Bleadine«B are required — if be make a bust, keep your drag 
upon him, but not too strongly, or he'll spring from the water 
and shake the hook out if it has merely gone through the 
membrane which lined the tough cartilage of Che nose, bat 
steadily, and he'll give you fine play, for he is fiill of vigor. Reel 
him in gently, but be careful he don't ran under your boat, and 
foul your line or leader ; there he is, within reach ! Now the 
landing Iiel — and voila ! the stout rogue, flapping m the bottom 
of your boat, with his capaciona jaws iride spread, and the 
morning sun gilding hia emerald aide. 

The sportsman on a western angUng tour will find Baaaa 
ground in the Niagara river, at and near Black Bock, b few 
miles from Bu^o ; at the ialanda'near the head of Lake Erie \ 
at many pomts in the Detroit river ; on the St. Clair Sata, or 
western " overalaugh," at the upper end of Lake St. Clair ; and 
at Fort Gratiot near the entrance to Lake Hnron. 
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Tm9 capital fish, from hia size, if foi no belter teaaon, 
deaeires mora attention than we haie given him in former 
pages. By some naturaliata he ia clasaed ea a distinct apecies, 
and difierant from the ordinaiy pika or pickerel of the ponda 
and riveta, but ichthfologista generally consider him nothing 
mora than a monstrooa fresh water pike," or " Jack" aa be is 
called in England. While on thia aubject, ll may be well to 
remark that there are in some ponda and small creeks, a 
species of sttmtad pickerel that grow to about the mze of from 
three to six inches, and never attain to a greater length ; 
they seem not to bare the same rapacious habits as the true 
pickerel which grows to pikebood, and are oitea found In trout 
etreami, where tbejr are said to be harmless, aa would natural- 
ly be the ease, for from hia limited dimeoaions ha could not do 
much harm. Tbe appearance, eapaciallv whan lawe. of ihn 
various inhabitants of the waters, thi 
ahapad, and lass symmetrical, leads mi 
to call them by dillereat names, an 
apai^ies, though, in fact, often the sam' 
variety of size and age, has been a bi 
among the knowing ones. The writ 
marks made upon a portrait of a vei 
place of resort for the fraternity. Wi 
large and bis tail too small, others his 
too large ; some would have his tail 
more forked ; some said his eyes were 



nrene ; and bo from bead to Uil not eicepluig hia fins, which 
we» too long oi loo short, too wide or too narrow, Ot too 
far apart or too close together. Some would have him a 
■almoD trout, and others would not let him be a trout at alL, 
and still olhen aaid ha waa a salmon, and nothing else. And 
ia thia mumer was this correct subject of Ibe paiuter'B Oady 
criticized, b«cauae ha happened, like the Belgian Giant or 
Daddy Lambert, to grow higher or broader, groaser or coa'set 
than the ren of bis epeciea. If a pike iu his youthful days inuat 
be called a pickerel, in manhood a pike, and when in larger 
waters he enlargea in sze, or increases in age, a muakellunge ; 
why should not the trout or basse be called by some other name 
when he comes to manhood or fiill sizoT The same in 
regard to the salmon ; when young, he haa some half dozen 
□am«s, such as parr, grilse, smelt, smoll, pink, &c. With 
equal propriety we might call our own species by diSerent 
namea in diflereot atages of growth and forma of derelopment. 
ly instead of mystify, and avoid 
(hat only terre to mislead those 

of the mnshellDoge ia taken froni 
f cylindrical, elongate, somewhat 
ill, orbicular, asconding on the 
the head smooch ; snout broad, 
1 covered with numerous pores oit 
iblong cavity between the otb>l!< : 
ow of small recurved teeth in lliu 
1 lower jaw ; aides of the lower 
«th ; bonds of small teeth on llie 
I of minute teeth on the bronchial 
1 asperities on its base ; bronchial 
a with twenty rays, of which lb» 
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first fire are applied cloraly lo Che base of the sixth ; ansl 
pjiniZaT ]□ ahapej with ita £n<t four raya Buiilarly applied to thd 
fiiib ; pectorals small ; lentral on the middle of the bod]', and 
■mall ; caodal large, lamellated with tounded lobea. 

Color. — Deep greeoiEih brown ; darker on the back ; pale on 
ths Bides, witb numerous rounded, distinct, pale yellow oi 
greyish spotB on the adea. These apola vary in Bze bom two 
lo Ehree-leaths of an incb in diameter ; chey became oceaaion- 
>lly conflneat. Each scale hus a bright quadrate spot, which 
raSects btilliant metallic tints of various colors. Length one to 
tbrea teet. 

Like the smaller denominatioos of his tribe his propeiiiaitiea 
are sharh-like ; be feeds, fattens od, and makes prey of every- 
thing that comes in his way ; be is in no respect an epicurean, 
but eeema ready to dine, breakfast, or lunob, whenever invited 
out. A slice of pork, a bundle of worms, (he entrails of a 
fowl, a frog, the part of a liah, or a whole one, he is not 
putjcular, if his capacioua jaws can be extended wide enough. 
A piece of beef, an aniGcial tin souid, or a spoon bait, is suf- 
ficient to lempt him to bi 
Mnaller pike, only be Buri 
tion to the size of your g 
cod line is not too large, 
Bttseh a bail of nifficienl 
his capacious maw. In 
propoitjonally light I 
Dtmost vigilance, and soi 
the physical power of tb 
large lake, with the waves 
himself fishing upon the 

centered one of the b 
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Tbb squtle tknalj b u liu^ ■■ taj that coniea under die 
Dotioe of the nttimliM or the pleunra or diqJeuuie of fiw 
ngnlu an^er. Thera ue elersa difieieat (peoin deBcribed m 
the Natonl HMoir of the Bute of New Toric IbBj are a 
bottom firi), and like tbe ««1, are tetuuMs alike of the noalleat 
poDd, the latgeM lirer, and the mi^tf ocean. The; ocaur in 
moflt of the bedi water slreanu and ponds &Qm Maine to 
Florida, and Tary in aiia from aiz inches in length to the 
untold length and w^gfat of the ponderona inhabitant of the 
might; Miaaiadppi, or the " Alni^tt; Ocean." 

In Bome paiii of die eonntry ther are found of anpeiior 
flavor, and hi^f prized aa an article of food, and in other 
places the; are not req>ected either b; the hook or the cook, 
and am only wed aa bait to eatch their more hif^y prized 
brathrea. 

Dr. Deka; saya of the brown oat fieh (Pimelodna Pullna}, 
" This ia rety common in Lake Pleasant, Lake Janet, and 
many of the other lakes in the northem districts of the Stale of 
New York. There are many Taiietiea in its ntuliagB, and it 
oacuoiuUy eiceeda a foot in length. Its priDaipa] use in 
these regiona appeare to be to serre aa a bait for lake trout." 

Color. — DiukT. with a deeper diade on the back and earn- 
M of lbs head with a gTeeniah tint; 
abdomen peul grey ; fins dusky. After 
L, some of the fins become tinged with 
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TUi fa one of the moit common iptclM, tai nukas its ip- 
peannca in madwt in tha fint daya of April. A pMoliuily 
wnuMoted with this Bpeoies, and poriuipa wilh othera of tbt 
aamo bmilf, ii that it occaaioiiallr appears vrithoat any Tsntral 
fina. I bare aeeo two tboa deprived of tbeae fina, and thoa 
faniidied a attaraliM with an oppoitonilr of foiming a new 
gtam — Fmapteru*. The ipecimen tbiu defective agreed in 
ever]' ttq)eat Co (he mumiCHi particular with the speciea above 
deaoribed, so that I am indoced to conclude that it wu «atiiel]t 



tas OBBAT LAEi OAT FISH. — Fimtlodtti Ntgrieatu. 

CharattenttUi. — Luge ; deep olive blown ; caudal forked ; 

anal Sn with twenty-five oi Iwenty-Bii rayi ; length two to 

Color. — OeneTal hue olive brawn ; the npper part of tlw head 
and cheaka blniah ; the ajdea of the body towaida iba tail, aah 
white, with oocaaioaal laiga confluent black ipots ; a tew 
inegolar distant lonnd ipols on tlie npper part of the body ; 
tipper lip mocdated with black; all beneath bloiib white, 
nuied with darker ; baw of the ventraJs and peclorela whitish ; 
pnpil black j iridea varied with blaokiah and golden. 

I have aeen them weighing from Iwentv-five to thirtv ooond*. 
and have heard of othera that reach 
ponnda. 

Ttaoae who vrish to captnre the ei 
river, or lake, need not be parlicalar a 
■nee of their tackle, provided it be at 
E»h to land. Of conraa tha hooka am 
hand lines, althoagh some prefer the r 
tton to the lize of fiah expected. Wo 
piecea of fiah, if coat within hia react 
the eonuDon eat fiah &om hia alimy bi 



An iwlwMiiwI taaoi who would iafinitely prefer die eaptnra 
of I nnglB trout or bUok buee, to the taking of ■ catt-loul of 
Mt Ml, thna diMOniaeth of his fint snd lost lake cat finh. 

•• I h*Te taken the et fish but once, and on that occaaoa 
wed ft long, atrong hand line, heaTf ainker, and No. I Ume- 
nck aalmon hook. 1 bailed, aa one would a monae trap, iridi 
a bit of toiated nheeae. I fidied at night, and tin lesall of this 
■ciootific prooednre waa ■ eat fiafa weighing Bevenieen ancl ■ 
half poimde. Hf ambition wu satisfied. I have D«ver 
repealed the eiperimenL A great many ate taken t^ the dock 
fishera at night in this manner from the wharves (Detroit). 
The haita are loaated cheese, chicken guta, and raw liver, or 
beef. The latter, impregnated with aaaibtida, is said by the 
knowing ones to be tbe beat of the lot. These fish snck the 
bait in, rather than bite, giving a tremulous motion or aetiee 
of liUle jeila to the line, mach in the way an eel takea the bail. 
eiceedinglr tenacious of life, and when 

r satisfaction by ftequeal groans 
since whilst basse fii^iing (from 
Lgwell's, three miles below the 
i, he took a cat fish vreighing 
B single gnt; 
il others of as 
:ry deep water 
the bottom, 

irienced cook the lake cat fish 
'. It should be parboiled to 
roasted 'k la dindoa.'" 
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Tbis fiah, found in moat of ihe Southern Btites, is & trout bj 
nune, mi perhttps bj Dilure, but Dot in appearance, being very 
unlike ihe betntifiil, blight aded, led qioRed, lovely creature of 
the North. He is not noticed by any of oni iohthfoiogiets, 
but ia clasead b; experienced anglers with the petch family, 
where be no doubt properly betonge. In appearance, nature, 
and habits, he is omiki to the black baaee of Ihe Nartbem 
atreanu and lakee, and by soine amaleurB in the art ia believed 
to be the aame. Like other eiieciea of which we diacooiae, he 
Taiiee conaderably in the difierent latitudes in which he is 
GMnd, and in Borne parts is called by diflerent names. His 
general color is dark on the back ruaning ii 
belly ; the fins are of the sa 
of ihe black basse. H- ' 
and like many others i 
jaw. Whan boiled (i 
the color of his llesh 
of the halibut. If pc 
from his element he m 

The black trout cor 
April, and continue bi 
and August they are 
bedsL But in Septem 
for a bits (at which th 
sought alter. They d 
abont logs and lily pai 
deep) with tbe minnc 
" a dainty dish for thii 
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a MD*U (peciea of Goh, which, whra well leeaied to the hook, 
ii ■ killing but. They bile ool; when the water ia eleu- ; at 
■11 other time*, whether from defeot of Tiaon, or from fear, 
they cumot be pemuded to hite, bat noiein 
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A anMU «tee bane rod, with light bue tackle, hi ft good 
outfit, and will enable the angler to eaptore him provided he 
also take with him the naoal akill and patience required in ths 
game Gah of the lame name at the north. 

Tlure ig another mode of taking this Gah. A fly made npon 
a good sized nlmon hook dieaaed with red and whits Sannel 
or fealbere, is attached to a ihort Ime and sontheni reed pole, 
with which it is cast and whipped to and fro upon the water. 
A good rod, and reel with 50 to 100 yards of line, allhongji 
not mnch nsed, should always accompany the angler, and 
indeed is not only a conTeoient, but a neoeeeary appendage in 
the dill enjoyment of a lefioed sport. The black trout is well 
flavored, bat like moat other Gah, his character i* in the hands 
and at the nuroy of the cooks. 



CHAPTER XXVn. 



Ton world-reaowned fish, tlthough Dot much sought after 
bf Bportsman, deserreB a higher place in the catalogue of hooitd 
Gahee, than be hae iraaallr received. He ia ia all respects a 
game Qah, and the only reason wb; he does not receiie more 
attention from anglers than others of his race is becauee be 
prefen to remain onUdde on the coast, instead of running up 
the bays sod rivots. The fishermen who make it tbeii bunuesB 
to take him lor a liriDg, and the means of a living, delight to 
tell of his ictiTJlr aod beaut;, and he is certainly worthy of all 

praise in theee req>eclE ""■• -^ — '— '~ '— ■-■- ' "- 

He is undoubtedly the I 
worthy of the title he 
the sea. 

Great praparattoDS m 
of tbe mackerel, whicb 
thoae who are fond of i 
take a imavlc and go ti 
salt who knows the wh 
in most abundance aloi 
Sandy Hook, New 1 

four qnarteis of tbe glc 
334,039 barrels were U 
in sue from fifteen to r 
abont I of an inch thic: 

Hie hook Kenerally 



■boot Ibe nms siie u No, Limeiick Balmon, but of the kiibf 
pillam, quile «Coal, much soiBller, aai narrow in tlie bend. 
OUurB prefer a striighl iliott bend, black fish hook. They 
love the bright uid beaatiTul, and all the bait necenary for 
their cpeediF and cettam capture i> ■ onall piece of red cloth oi 
flannel, finnlf tied to the hook. Like the blue fish they eta 
also be easily taken with ■ tin aqnid, or, aa fishennen cali it, a 
Jig i thia ia made by numing a small piece of block-tin of an 
oblong fotm on a long ahanked hook and skittering or trolling 
it about in the water. The sport is preferable to that of cod 
fishing, and is highly relished by those who hare once tiied it 




CHAPTER xxnn. 



Is ■ ringulu looking £bIi with an odd aame, having his abid- 
ing placs in tha w&teia of the MisiB^ppi, Ohio, and mauf 
otbei of our western riven. 

In appearance he emnewhat resembtea the porg; of salt 
water, except that he is much thicker through the body. The 
fotmatiaa of bis mouth is nmilar lo that of the common fresh 
walet Backet. In color we would liken him to the salt water 
sbeepeheid, being of dull eilierf and amuHr hue. He vanes 
in size from one to four feet in length, although he is aometimea 
taken of much larger dimensions. 

Mr. Flint, in his Hiatory of the Mismssippi Valley, describea 
the several diilerent species ae follows : 

" CatostomuB Niger, Black Buffalo fish, found in the tower 
waten of the Ohio, and in the waters of the MisHnippL Soma- 
times weighs fil^jr pounds." 

" CatotUimui Soitilu*, brovra Buffalo Fish. — One of the best 
lishee m the western waters, and found in all of them. Length 
iTom (wo to three feet, and weighing from lea to thirty pounds. 

" Buffalo Caip Sucker. Found on the lower waters of the 

Ohio; vulgar name, Bui^o Perch: or- "■—■--' — '■- ■■• ■■ 

the best fiahea for the table." 

The Buffalo is not a game fish, am 
an object of aport with the scientific 
Is much sought after with the hook aj 
oommodily in the markets of many o 

The requiiemenls for taking him ai 
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10 quality. A line ■boal tba a 
(Tanlog) line ii niScieatif nraiii 
be atuolwd > itoul kiiby or roond beat hook of about the bib 
of No. 1, ■almoii, with ■ rinker of (uffioient wei^t lo suit ihe 
CDiieDt of the water and take joat bait lo the bottom, and ron 
are rigged. Bxetpt wifA four hait; and what ahall that bet 
Nolhing that ia oaed or heud of in tba capture of otheie of the 
Saaf tribe. To attract him than, you are to talu Bome soft 
cheeaa and raw cotton, and work them thotonghlr together. 
Bait with a piece of inch a Bze aa roa think will auit his fancy and 
cast into the water, and f ou will hurdly fail to hook a Buflalo. 
He is prepared in variom wafa for table oie, and makea a 
(air diah far a hmtgry man, bat not aoch an one w wonld aoit 
the Caatidiona epioure. 



CHAPTER XXH. 

rLDKX, rLAtOB, TDIBOT, ttO. 

Tebsb flu fitenda of onn Me to the aoientifie iponsnun 
" Male uid nnproSub)^ u legards their game qnslitiea, but 
make about u good a dish aa the angler oonld wish, slier a 
few hooTE^ ezeiciae with eifiii and lina, or rod and reel, on the 
ocea&'a brem; ihore. Thii claas of fiah belong to the naiver- 
■sl flounder bmily, aod to the ontutoied eja appear precieelf 
tbe Hune, except betag oriarget tdie. 

The Sab ealled in some parts ofihe oountry Ibe Plaice, ia taken 
moaltf along Iht white shelving shoree of the ocean, from Maine 
to Florida. The q>edea known by the aame name to the in- 
habitants along the eoast near Shrewebur;, N. J., is. according 
10 Dr. De Kay, related to the general tribe of Flounder, and Is 
ealled the OUong Flmtnder—Plattna OhUmga. 

CkaraeteriitUi. — ■* Oblong, smooth, nearly uniform brown ; 
oeeaaionally with spots. Caudal fin angulated. Length fifteen 
to twenty inches. 

" Color, dark oliTe-green, with somewhat lighter spota on die 

bead and body ; theae apols are oooa«o — "" *'—^—- *"•• -"i 

with no veetige of them. Dorsal, b 
tinged with saoguiiieouB. Thepectora 
under aide reddish ; abore, dark oEve, 
chial membrane bright olive. The li 
laint blush of pink. Interior of the d 
black ; irides yellow." 

The Ichthyotogical deeoription is h 
many of our friends aright, and en^li 
of their pleasure by thur right namea. 

It ia during the Bonuner season, w) 



ue plentr, and snglen seek the coal retreat of the Bsa-diam 
U Shraw^ory anil other places, that thrae fiah are mostly takeo. 
There the qxHtamui, staadiDg with hk rod id hand or hia line 
■ad squid thrown over hia ana, occaaionally oasdog and draw- 
ing, and when he hopes to take a ten pound Basse, he ia obliged 
often to be saiiBfied with the mora humble flounder. 

Hope ralfai (br ner in tbe amkr'i bfeul, 




wBigbi ■ ponnd or tm, 



Those who wi^ to £ah for him, may take him vilh the above 
description of tackle, with crab and killy bait, on good azed 
kiihy or Limerick hook, bb; about No. I, or S, aatmon, is 
Deceasarf. Bait with a good szed piece of crab or a killy, and 
when the tide is coming in yoa will not M to catch many of 
them, and may be a men of Blue Fish, and perhaps, if good 
lack favor you, a ten pound Baase. When you fiah for him by 
ousting from the shore, after feeliag a. bite, yoa should run 
■trsighl back on the shore and draw your prize out as quickly 
as possible. Should you be using the rod, after striking your 
game, you most take a backward march, keeping tbe point of 
your rod down; otherwise, if your fish be a heavy one, your top 
will stand a poor chance. 

The fish taken in our bays and rivers, called by our friends 
(he Fluke, ia not described by naturftiiala as a species distiaet 
from the flounder. Where (he oognomea Fluke originated, la 
not known. Dr. Deksy speaks of a kind denomlaated the 



wans, FLAICB, TDBSOT, XTO. SIT 

Bufty Dah — Piatetsa Ferrusiiua, which comes yerj nasr to 
that known aa tha lluke. 

" Chamettrittiet —With nmnerDui minute notf spots over 
the body ; Dexttal. A seriea of four white distinct roaadsd 
qrats along the dorsal and abdoniiasl outline : length twelre to 
twenty inches," 

" CbIot, — Head and boAj greenidt, with numerous in«galar, 
otttwded, chocolate or rust-colored spolSf giving a rustf hue to 
the animRl. These spots appear to be confiaed to the bod; 
alone, noteilending over tiie floa. A series of fonr or five dis- 
tant obecara rounded apma appear along thedoraa], and a simi- 
lar seiies along tha abdominal outline. When held np to the 
light, these spots are deep black, and tha whole body pellnoid. 
Beneath, while, except (he lower margins." 

The angler will oiien, when fishing in deep water for basse, 
he iavored instead with B bite from one of these, which will 
wtagb three or four pounds. When fishing with a rod, if yon 
ehance to hook a Dab, you should, after reeling him well up 
{if he be of good size), take hold of your line and lift him into 
your boat, otherwiaa he may give a fiap of his broad white belly 
and break the top of your rod. aa often happens to tha inexpe- 
rienced. Very often in reeling in or drawing up the line, yon 
willhookone of these fellows in thebelly ornear the tail. In this 
ease, having (he advantage, ha will give yon soma pity, and cause 
yon lo mistake him for something of more grit. Should yon get 
on ground where yon can catch nothing else, lake off your light 
basse taokl* and put on good ^zed black fish hooks, on twisted 

Anodier description called 
ealattu, from twelve to eight! 

It is called also (he Sjmtti 
coast of Massachusetts, says 1 
Tnrbot, from which, howevei 
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tnberelea on tha oolored Me, wliiA 



" Cohr. — Dufc oUta brovm ibore, with romided deqi ehoeo- 
late brawn qxib on the body, beooming luget behind, tmd 
oblong on the fioB ; Member of a lighter ooloi tbaa thabodr- 
When held up to the light, the whole >aiDul in diaphanoua, 
riiowing the poaitioa of the Tiseen in the ^tdoniiaal eavit;. 
The nnder liile of die usual blDiab white." It baa been known 
to wei^ tweutr ponnda. It ia aometimea called the IFolary 
Floondar, and more fiequently the Sand FJoititdtr. 

All of thia sngular looking flat bmilf are delieioua in qoali^ 
ibr the table, and worthy the angler'a toil. They are beet when 
ftiad in floor and butter, and give entira aatiafkction to the 
toTen of pan-E^. 




CHAPTER SXX. 



Thb genwality of the tribe are not of much impartanoe 
10 the angler, as ifa^ do Dot often Ute at the baited book. 
There are, however, sooie dewriptioiu that will take tba book 
readil]'. Dr. Dekay mentiooB fifteen difierent qteciea beloDgiDg 
to this family. Those which will not bile, are eitber taken m 
neta, apeated, or noosed with a wire. They inhabit all our 
fresh water places,- frooi tba emalleet brook to the largest lake. 
They ate called in different parta of the country by the varions 
names of Mullet, Barbel, Dace, &o. A particnlar reason for 
gJTJng them a place here is, that they may get ■ propM: oltUBifi- 
cation by the angler as well as ichthyologist. 

" Common Sucker. Catoitomu» O/aunmU, Charactaris- 
ticB — body long, rotmded, and tapering; candal fin Innate, 
almost fiircate : length 13 to 14 tnohee. 

" Color. — Head dark green abore, 
bronze and golden. Body above da 
metallic tints on the body, freqaentl 
hue, exisnding over the abdomen ; 
ventral, and anal, orange-colored ; dt 
deep brownish or blaokish ; irides van 

No attunplB of the Gaher with an 
succeeded in getting him to bite, 
tiring pnrsDer, however, contrivea to g 
he finds much &var, by the meaiu of 
snail spear made from a large mze ( 
the porpose, and secured into an aal 
mare after the following manner: 1 



rod &Eten a short line, to be kept etnu^t by > heavy dnkar, 
heavier oi lighter according to tbs force of tba Htream ; make 
the aooae or aoare of fine wire, and about 6 incbaa diameter 
when open or set, which ahould be a circle, and attach to tba 
lower end of the unker ; thai equipped, lower the snate into tha 
water, a lew feet above the fish to be caught, and alowlf mov* 
it down the stream, passing it over the head, and jerk quickly 
as soon as it panes ^ gills. I have beqaently caught eneken 
by the above method, weighing from 1 Ih. to H, in the variona 
tmati streams miming into tlie Hndsoa river, particularly in 
Dntidiess county. N. B. Annealed iron wire should be used for 
theanare, as those made of brass are apt to startie the fish. 

The Oneida Sucker, Caioitotniu Oneida, is somewhat aimi- 
lar in description, and taken by those who like him in a similar 

" CharaeUrislia 



a in lake Oaeidii. where it is called 
lay. 

Hottomiu ZVicrcuIafu*.— This little 
he streams Ihronghont the country, 
mes aa be has relations. He does 
but will bite at a baited hook, and 
' appellaCiooB more properly bcJoog- 
of the tribe. 

! short and thick, caudal Innate; 
ich side of the snout. Length seven 

live 'green. Back and eidea of the 
nd golden reSections ; sides tinged 
awisb, with a laint Besh color. Anal 



jn diA blsiiMi-bioini, the candal rathei lifter ; the lemiio- 
mg fins light olivttceoua. Base of the pectorals fleah-coloTed." 

" The Homed Sncker ia common in moBt ot the fteah-watei 
Mr«uaa of the state of New York, aod is also found in Nai» 
Hunpshira, MssBaohnsetts, Connectieut, New Jersey, and Pena- 
■rlvania. It is known under the Tarioos popular names of Bar- 
it., Dace, luid fieriMd Dace. It ia oooatdered by many u well 
lasted, and begins to bite about the middle of April. Dr. 
dtorer has desoribed a qwcimen buiteen inches long, whiidi ia 
annsnatly large." 

Tbe tackle required is the same as that used for troot or 
feroh. Tbe bait mostly used ia womu. 

Another larger and more beautiful species described by Dr. 
Dekay is called the Mullet Sucker, CatostontM Aitrtolue, 

" Charaettrittiei, — With four or five longitudinal stripes. 
Anal eitendtog beyond the base of tbe caudal fin, which ia fur- 
cate. Length twelTe to eighteen inch«a. 

" Cobn: — Greeniiii above, with metallic gicenish reBection 
when tiewed in eertain ||~'->- -•<~ n~i.>~ — "i. <■!.- ——- -.-.- 
tallic rejections; beoeatl 
longitudinal lines on eacl 
from the dorsal fin, direrg 
gill-coveis with metallic 
head and snout bluish b 
tinged with reddish; doi 
golden, varied with white 

"The specimen desci 
dimeoaionB. It ia very in 
Lake Erie, and at Bu&l 
MiiUtt.Gi,ldtaMuUet,i 
tember I otteerved them I 
gitodinal lines, which are 




firii, diuppeu' almost inunedUlelf after deatli. It is a Ter; 
beantiJal and distiiicl Rpeciea." 

Thia fellow may not lira allogether by auction, u he is known 
to contain wonos. A hook baited with wona wonld then be 
ft mfficient inducement to make him bite. Should yoa wish 
to take him, DBS B Limerick salmoD hook. No. 5. attached 
to itout trout tackle, or ^>ear him or nooae, which jan 
Will. 

A desciiptioa called the Black Sacker, length about ISinchee, 
ia taken in Lake Erie, and at Walpole, Maaa., where, Bafe 
Dekay, it is frequently called by the whimsical aame of Slmt- 
maker, probably m allusion to its being eomething of the color 
«r ahaemaker*! pitch. In the western rivers also, there b a 
variety of th* Snoker family, aome of which bile readily at the 
hook, and are also of superior quality for the table. 

The Knitucky aucker, Catoitomia Fluxuatat, is s fine fish, 
varying in size from 6 to IS inch^ in length, aad bitea readily 
at the worm baited book. 

The FiUsburgh sucker, Cateitomu* Jhtquetni, grows mnoh 
larger, and ia found in the Ohio river neai Pittsburgh ; length 
from Meen to twenty-four iachee. 

A very pretty fish called the red tail sucker, Catattmutu Eng- 
tamt, ia taken in some of the weslem rivers. In some placer 
he ia called the Red horse. He ia a lively Gsh, takes the hook 
freely, and is by some qiortamen considered game. Length 
about 13 inches. 

There ate two other deeciiptioDS of this family taken in the 
Ohio Rivet. The Long Sucker, CaitaUmuu Elangatai, a fine 
rish, of from fifteen to twenty inches in length, and the Ohio 
Caip sucker, length from one to three feeL The Carp sucker 
bites freely at the baited hook, and a&brda some sport. In the 
shallow, dear parts of iha streams, st certain seasons, he is 



uLon ID Urge qnantitieB b; Bpeariag. Thef are both highly 
prized for th« table, when properly boiled or fried. 

In tha Delaware ri«er ia found a kiad l<Dowa by [he name of 
the Large Scaled Sucker. He is Himilat in appeaiaace lu 
otbeiB of the species, except that tie has larger Bcalea. Some 
of the membere of thia large family are highly eeleeioedBii food, 
and olheia might be, if property cooked. They are undoubt- 
edly placed in the fresh water streams, where the monsterB roie 
not, for the uea and beneSt of mau, and not made, as some 
others of the ttibe are, to fatten on their own species. The 
most apart is hud by spearing them, both in lakes, poada, and 



4 



CHAPTER JXXL 



' A UlUe lauDlgg It ■ dasfsmiu Qiliii'* 

Bm whkt U bei» set down, ilthoagh it mi; not Mam of 
much importance to those uDBCCuslomed to rig their own Uckle, 
nuy al loiiie future tine, and when Ihef leasl expect it, be 
made aToilable. <" Accidents will happen io the ben regulated 
femiliea," and bo will the; to the angler, be he ever so careliil. 
When the tackle maker ie not near b; to araifit, how to help 
ooeeelf may be a secret worth knowing. 

To lit or lehip a hook to Gut or Line. — Prepare, b; w&ziDg 

with Bhoemaker'B wax, a piece of strong silk or thread : take 

youj hook in your left hand between four thumb and forefinger, 

■bout u high up as the point of the bari) or a little higher, aa 

ron may fancy ; place the end of yonr ailk nnder your thnmb, 

i.L^ ikr™ ™ Tn.,^ ^..A^,^ Kni Xjm turns around the shank of 

1 (for the pmpoae of preient- 

[, and moreover that your gut 

ssibility of coming off) ; now 

of the book, up) on to this 

of the thumb, and commence 

aely, occasionally pressing the 

le this operaton until you gel 

• finishing point ; in order ta 

lums, then insert the end of 

ring it through, you have a 

in knot. Another method of 

at the fastening point, is to 



the BDd under odb tuia of the silk, making a loop, and drawing 
il down. The bidden knot is the better and most secure mode. 
To repair a hroktn joint. — Should joa be bo oDfortunate us 
10 break ■ top or Joint, which miafbrlune. brother angler, baa 
happened lo maar a more careful and scieutifio sportsman be- 
fore ;oii — proceed in this maaoei. Talce your two broken 
puta, and with foui knife, or a plane if you can get one, 
smooth down each part in an oblique direction, fitting them 
cIobbIj together, and rubbing some Bhoemater'a Wai OD to the 
parts to mska them stick ; now Cake a long length of waxed 
thread or silk and wind it around, Bimilor to the commencemeat 
of hook-lying, merely to keap the parts together, continuing it 
a little beyond the extreme end of the fracture ) than carefiilly 
and firmly whip it evenly around until you pass the other end of 
the fracture : hero halt, and wind the three last turns on the fore- 
finger of the left hand, extended for that purpose ; now pass the 
end of the silk or thread under the windings, carefully drawing 
out your finger, and pull it tbiougli, and you have the hidden or 
inverted knot, as before described. Be caieful in finidiing, see 
that yonr thread does not gel loose, and your whippings are 
firm and even. In all cases of winding, see that your silk is 
well wazed. Some take a aoiall piece of wax and tnb it evenly 
over their hook or rod vrindings, whi ' '" . . . • 

To splice a rod properly at home, v 
thing you desire, the parts should be si 
afterwardd hied down evenly with 
then be wall glued, and left to dry I 
neatly after winding. Cake a round, a 
bone and rub down the snrfaoe of the t! 
or two ofthinTunif^ 
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Tbi fin of ■ troat or other soiBlt 6A ia Boeceaifnllf med in 
toms puts of PeaDsrWaaia, for taking ihs Iront. It ia used hf 
caating and drawing, aimiJar to roving with a minnow, or in 
the manner of throwing the Bj, 

The fleahy part of the ahell-Gsh called the Horeefoot ia much 
naad in aome pacta of Long Island, and considered an excellent 
bait for Black Gah. 

Night flT-fishing ia much practiaed in the Dorthem part of the 
atate of New York. The flj oaed ia of light color if tlie ni^ 
be iaA, bat if moonlight, any of ttte ordinary colore anawen tb« 
purpoae. Those who follow thia method aay that they bring 
onl tite older and larger membera of the family, who ate aol m 
iaqirudent ta to leature oal wheo anglen with rods are aeen 
walking about. 

The HorsB Maekerel, or amall blue fish, is for all eall-wale 
fiah a moat eicellaal baiL In awifi waler oae the tail, leaving 

A simple but iagenioua way of taking pickerel, when the) 
won't bite, aa practised in aome pans of the country, is with a 
running noose of fine bta^ wire. Thia, fastened to the end of 
• sUck, is ahly slipped under and around the body of the fish, 
nbea, with a Jerk, he is snared and secured, and brought atrug- 
gling to [and, fairly latiotd, Thia may oot be called taking 
them with a book, hot ia certainly an inguiious mode of ioai- 



Frogi, aa bait for Piks, itie muoh need in some putsof tba 
ooimtiy. Thsf *re genersU; employed sa lira bait, bf paariag 
the hook, ibrongh the akin of the bact or belly. SanM nae the 
double Iiimcriok Pickerel hook, alUtched to bnis wire. "nHlrine 
■ hole thioagh the akia of the baok or belly with a bailing 
iieedle, md fuleoing it with thread to prsTeot its getting out of 
plaoe i othetB paas the ho<^ thioogh the lip of the &ag, mi 
some again through the back maacle of the hind lege, and then 
t» up the limbs to conceal the hooka. They are mostly uaed 
on the top of the water (atiU-fiahing, or trolling). When em- 
ployed in mid water, oi near bottom with a float, it will be 
neceosary la oee a good size ainkeT, or a law large litot, to ke^ 
them down. In all oasea, in live bait angling, thay should be 
allowed to oome to the top ocoaaonolly for air ; but not quite 
aa long ae the Virginia absuaatioiuBt, as related ia the N. Y. 
Spirit of the Timea, who, osiDg an insufficient weight, or giving 
his line too muoh freedom, found, after fishing all the mondng 
without a bile (whilst taking a iitt at his 12 o'clock lunch), 

his veritable bail ai"^ ' ■*■- '--'-- ■-'— 

Frogs are very tenai 
doing tbem very Uti 
tolly used in troUini 
on die doable or b 
wholelist of pikeb 

TTie gentler sei i 
are hecommg capti 
of angling. In soi 
many ladies th&t ca 
grace sa those that 

An artificial bait 
a number oi years i 
■erne of oar apottsm 
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■nee it is limilu to a caterpUlu ; Uw bod; ia composed of 
eoaiBS thread windings, finidied over with ths moat gaudy alk 
colon, and wound with BUver tinsel; the hooka, numberiag 
SBTen, are ansnged according to the umal mioaow ligging ; (be 
tail is composed of tin or bright metal, split up or beni at an 
. angle, to insure swift q)inning. They are made Btrong aod 
durabU, and th^ cost is triBing : they are worth a trial. 



An odd looking hook, and to make ■ horn 
odd as the angler's notion, is used at Baltimore, Md., and 
Ticioity, called by some the Capt. Jack ThomBs hook, but mora 
generally known as the Cheatertown psttam. Tha artist haa 
eodef Tored to give a proper lepresentatiaa, see page 308, which, 
by a cuefiil eiamiaation, amy, to an eipaiienced eye, appear 
sofficieatly eiplioil. I( is considered a Tcry aura hook, the 
advantsgea being its amgular shape, narrow bend, and low 
point. It is highly approved of bf some of the fraleniitf *t 
New York for black fish angling. 

Care of Sodi. — Wlien the Gsbing aeaaoa b over, thia esaen- 
tial implemanl of equipment should not be thrown carelessly by, 
but be cleaned, nicely oiled, and put away in a cool place, 
in readinesB for the next cimpaigu. The bast of wood that a 
rod can be composed of, even though it be kiln-dried, if expos- 
ed B laagth of time in a dry atmoapliere will Hhiink soma, caus- 
ing the ferulaa and guides to become loose. A moist atmo- 
■phera is preierabla (o a dry one. Wheu rods that hare oot the 
ends covered where the joints are pat together, become by a 
day's eerrice ewelled and difficult to separate, hold tha ferule 
over a candle or lighted paper until it become sufficiently hot 

) moisture, and the parts can be easily aqiaraled. 

tuB annoyance, occaaonally oil (he wooden part 

10 the socket 



Prtitrvation and care of Linti — Many adepts in tlia art 
are cueleas and neglectful of their lines, often leaving them 
(iriien soaked with water) on their reela, in which wet Btate, if 
thsf long continue, the; are apt to mildew and rot. Every line, 
immediately after bemg used, should be run off from the reel 
and laid qqI freely, or stretched on pegd to dry. Should thef 
have beao lying by for any length of time, the; should be 
thoroughly eiamined and tried in every part before uaed. Line* 
will chafe and fray out by constant wear, and many large Ssh 
are often lost by carelessness in these small but important 



The scientific and graceful art of throwing the artificial fly is 
a beautiful accomplishraeat, but Dot so difficult aa a generally 
imagined. In the mouths of May and June, the raft and lum- 
bennen f^om the Delaware and rivers of Pennsylvania, are seen 
in the fishing-tackle stores of New York, soiecUng with the eyes 
of ptoleeeors and connoisseurs the ted, black, and grey hackle 
files, which they use with astonishing desterily on the wooded 
streams of then: mountain home^. Those, therefore, who have 
never tried this method of fishing, with such untutored examples 
before them, should make a little effort towards the sucCc^ful 
practice of this branch of the art. 

A Setting AngUr. — A New Hamiwhim fiahnrman oiwnBinii- 

ally when in need of amusement fi 
of fresh fish lor breakfast, takes a bl 
bark in his left band, and goes dowi 
at the time when the fishes dream, i 
qoantity of Trout and Perch, with h 
feelmg propensities by his lighted to 
with his stolen property. 



33ft atscBLUunovs ana. 

A Mr. Oliier, nn eiperieaced By-Mnr or England, con- 
traiy to the opinioa of maa^ of his bcetbreo, does noi balieve in 
exuaiaidg the etomach of a Trout to find the sueceaBf^i Bj : he 
u]ra — ■■ I hare often kDown a red hackle or a dun flj take tront 
when ther would not look at either the artificial or natural 
May-fly, though hundreds of the latter were at the time akun- 
ming the surface of the water, tfo diiectiona for fly-fishing are 
better than the following rhyme : — 

"A hrowa Pea Hy «1 morning jny, 

When iDninHr mlu ture •w«U«l the Oood 
TIh lisckle ni vui wonn an imd ; 

B« mindful aya yqur fly to throw, 
Ughl u fiilLi the fliky ihoht." 

In some pans of PennBylTania, a fly called the Professor ia need 
ids on a number 4 Trout hook, and 
How worsted or silk body, and a 



e northern part of the slate of New 
«n m favor. Red body, red wing, 
le gtey drake, with gref wings, and 
I the appearance of a worm, is also 
pl.c». 



capricioos m (heir tastes, and there 
^res or fancies, any more than for 
le angler who pursues them. Tlie 
id, and if plain ^ead (rtd HaekU) 
Pith plum podding, a fly compoaed 



Id the St. Johi^H rivor, Florida, ■ Gna game fiafa called the 
Traal, bat belonging to the Perch family, ia taken by trolling, 
or hearing and hauling, with a piece of deer's tail. Like the 
GommoQ trout of Ihe south Ihej give great plaf, and aiford the 
highest perTectioD of eport with the rod and reel. The striped 
fiosae or Rook fiah are also found along tho coaat, and in moat 
of the Htrearaa running up therefrom. They are taken of large 
tiie, tmd B.re aa actiTe when hooked la those of the more 
northern latilndea. 

The most daring and eici^g sport in the world that is called 
fighJDg, is the capture of the inhabilsnts of the " deep, deep eea." 
Of Ihi9 description are Shark and DevH fishing. Partiea are 
made up in the hoi Bummer months Irom the cities of the Allan- 
tic coaat, lo take a shark or catch the devil. For shark fishing 
the nearest ship-chandler's store furnishes the line, which should 
be a rope large and strong enough to )uilii him, and the nearest 
blacksmith's shop will get ready to order a large hook and chain 
with swivel attached, sufficient lomelimea to hold him. The 
hook is bailed with a large piece of beef or pork, apd thrown over- 
board Irom a good sized row boat. The tme ia fastened to the 
stem of the boat, which is propelled rapidly along by good 
oarsmen, until you get a bile. Any lover of ocean sport may 
imagine that when such an event happeos, if the monster 
be well hooked, how many knots he will go an hour, what 
will be the course purmied,and what the amount of excitement. 

Catching the devil is praolisBd by the sturdy, athletic sons of 
the sonlh along the saa coast, but principally in Fort Royal 
Sound, near Beaufort, S. C. Gre: 
when the devilfieh. or "Vampire of ri: 
around the sound: large partiea of 
strong boats, with from four to ^h 
length, long and strong haipooni, bat 
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mika up the put;, tni ita eqiupmmiti. Theae m 

de^ an oaptnied of ID 

to tiiutr feet aeioaB the back. They will tow > pacty tboM for 

minr milea, vtd ofiea Biico««d in1>re>kiDg aw>7, ^ier two oc 

tbre« boun^ play. 

Oui Itiu of diBconne oa the difletent modee of taking the 
variety of the finny inliabitanta might be extended ad infiaiima, 
but the length already exceeds the dedgn ; we shall, therefore, 
brother anglera, make a half-hitch here, to be extended per- 
hapa mote profitably and pleuantly on aoine other occaaioa. 
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